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CONFEDERATES OF LUBIONKI. 



CHAPTER XVU. 



How KiDgdMH are cmbroiTd— what Bluket « thrane. 
How tlie flnt tecdi of diacoMeDt •» town, 
To qning up in Rebellion ; — how oie «t 
Hm leeret BiiBTMtIiatdTeiiiiiTenti.iUte. 

Satibbm on ras JesDin (1G79}. 



AltbouQb the dainty captain had bieen carefnl 
to retiun a sufficient portion of his own co&- 
tume as a protection af^einst the greasy gar- 
ments of Blazek (whidi, although a holiday suit 
assumed in houonr of his visit to LuUowicz, 
were fyi from calcnlated to gretily the senses of 
' toadi or smell of the fop of Piilawy), he could 
not refrain from uttering a thousand imprecations 
against the chance, and the originators of the 

VOL. U. B 
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2 THE CONFEDERATES 

chance, which invested him aAer a feshion w 
unsnitshle and imeatisfactory. 

He had soon occasion, however, to congrata- 
lat« himself on the foresight occasioning so 
Siogular a transition in his toilet; for on pur- 
suing his route through the entangled thickets 
of underwood according to the indications of the 
clue, be perceived men stationed 'at intervals along 
the track, armed with rifles and cutlasses, (as 
if for the purpose of instant alarm, and summary 
justice on intruders,) to whom the ^ht of his 
gay uniform glittering in the moonlight, must 
have afforded immediate grounds of suspicion. 

"The vermin, — the ctutifFB, — ^the presump- 
tuous and most ill-conditioned doge ! " muttered 
Kodstanty as he picked his way through the 
brambles : " to think that they should so &r 
emulate the honourable practices of war, as place 
videts at their outposts ! — Behold mb in a pretly 
strait ; — about to be hailed, — discovered, — and, 
without amugnment or court martial, hui^ up 
among the acoms of the nearest oak, or shot like 
a plover or a pee-wit as fair forest game. Well ! 
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OF LUBIOHEI, 3 

—'tit too late to recede; and bo a bold gait to 
make the best ot it." 

" Kto idxieT' * — cried the nearest peasant 
in a moderated tone of Toice, as soon ae he was 
within hail.~- 

"Polak! — Sw6yl WoLN08cl"t — cried Kon- 
stanty, with assumed flmmess. 

"Niech bgdzie poehwalony Jezus ChryBtna!" 
ceplied the peasant : " Pass on !" — 

" Safe for the nonce !" ejaculated the young 
soldier. "Oh, Nep, Nep, — thou most lumber- 
ing and d^raded of dunces ! — that I should be 
obliged to prompting of thine tor the means of sav- 
ing my neck from these Philistines I Yet, on my 
life 'tis a grievous fact to recf^nize that, instead 
of each man Jan knowing t'other man Jan for 
his brother-rebel, they are forced by numbers to 
ham recourse to stratagems- of war." — 

By seven sentinelB was young Felinski succes- 
nrdy challenged ; and to seven sentinels was his 
pass-word satisfectory. But the track now pre- 
sented an almost continuous line of passengers 

■ WlK) gOM tbcic ? t A Pole ! kfrieiidl Liberty! 

B 2 
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4 THB COMrBDlRATKB 

randermg the goidKnee of Ae cine soperftootu ; 
and io the twt) indlTiduaLi immediately follow* 
ing him, (althotigh he did not Tentnre to turn 
•nd confront them in authentication of the fact,) 
he had little difficulty in ncogamog the Tokee 
of Erazm, and Henryk the Straznik, vith whom 
his hofhood he had been accustomed to hold 
commmiicBtion in the vay of his calling. 

" And you did poeitivelj and of a tmtb, beat 
the gronnd betwixt the Jama and the Lobloyet 
road, on die day of our last public meeting ?" — 
inquired &e young W^larz. 

'* Every bash, erery briar, ereiy tuft of knot 
grass!" — ^replied the forester. " I can swear to the 
&ict ;— for I was accompanied by the Panicsko 
Pula&ki with his dog Traszlach, who made fight 
in the wood with my Lithonian lurcher of the 
Bial6wiezki breed ; and i' iaith Traszlach shewed 
rare mettle and breeding in the fray. We fancied 
indeed that yourself or Matiasz had been before- 
hand with ns; — for at a spot in a line from tbe 
Jama we came upon a pool of blood, as though 
ft whole herd had fcUen there nnce morning ! — 
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OF LDBIONKI. 5 

I could slso^ter a Md hoar witb less eSii- 
sion." 

~ "Ha!" cried &a£m, suddeoly clapiniig Iub 
companion on the shoulder. — " A pool of Idood ? — 
Heniyk my man, a word, and I am your^dt^ for 
ever ! — Whither tended the track ; — and found 
you foot-prints or hoof-printe roand the spot T"-^ 

'* Hoof- prints of an afis or mule beside the 
quarry-liur ; — of a horse, on the road hard by." — ~ 
■ " Tending tovards Lubloyst or Wodarod- 
koT"— 

" These solemn questions might be spoken at 
the RatuBz 1:^ the Grodski, in open tribunal," 
cried Henryk, lauglung. '* I had not thought 
to be BO catechized. Bat in honest truth, I 
looked not closely on the matter ; and can serve 
you only in guiding you to-morrow to the spot, 
where your own eyes may be your best instruc- 
tors." 

•' Nie, nie ! — showers that would overflow the 
lake of Lubionki, have fallen since ; and gore- 
trace and foot-prints are now with the last year's 
snow," cried Erazm. " Nevertheless " 
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" Hark !" cried Henryk, " We are late, the 
hyma of consecration begins :" -^ and, pealing 
solenwlj through the night air, the ibUowing 
invocation now became audible to the advancing 
confederates. 

HYMN OP THE BRETHREN OF THE CROSS. 

HoLv OF HouES ! — Si«, — Son,— Holy Ghoit ! — 
CrestoT,— SsTiour, — Ssnctifler divine 1 — 

Guard round tliy lemnti witb thy bcsTcaly boat. 
And tare, — oh ! Mre as firom odt foet and thine ! 

ViRGiK ! — sdor'd of earth, — beloT'd of Heaven ! — 
S&d weeper by the croaa [ — Bleat mother ! — Thou 

Unto vhoae glorioui traTul-paogi 'tirai given 
To free the anffering nationi, — hear m now ! 

Abhvof Martvm, — atar-endrdcdnainea, — 
Immortal phalanx at the Eternal throne ; — 

By the fell acourge,— the raci,— the drcllng flamu,— 
Aid,— «id,— our aouls witb courage like your own I 

Elect of God t^vho, amid earth's eclipse, 
VoachMfing l^ht onto your filmnMsl'd eyes 

Smote with a touch of fire your glowing lipi, — 
Hear, — FBLLonsiiiP of Prophets I — hear onr cries ! 



Hear ui, Lord God of SABOATfi^hear ! Henceforth 
Blend onr Hosaniuiht with the Seniph'a ciy, 

While throu^ llie Empyrean ranlt bikIIs forth 
The dtopaton of Eternity 1— 



Dgitiz^dbv Google 



OF LUBIOHEI. 7 

Before the conclusion of dte laet stanza, Kon- 
Btanty, apprized by the encreasing Tolume of 
sound of his vidnitf to the assembly, approached 
the last barrier; — a rude log stretched across 
the path — on either nde of which, each bearing a 
drawn sabre, stood two elders of the confederacy, 
who extended their hands in a species of masonic 
greeting. At the moment, the young captain ap- 
proached them, the press of the crowd behind 
sudd^ily became so considerable that there was 
no longer Ume for the observation of this cere- 
monial; and, uttering loudly and hurriedly and 
for the twelfUi time, the words " Polska i Wol- 
MOBtf," he rushed onwards, giving way to the 
impetus of the throng. 

£v»i prepared as he was for symptoms of 
a considerable meeting and place of meeting, 
Konstanty could scarcely repress an exclama* 
tion of amazement at a spectacle that greeted 
his eyes on emerging from the thicket into the 
arena. A space of about four hundred square 
yards was cleared in a tolerably exact parallelo- 
gram, — the trunks of the larger forest trees being 
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lud down at meaeored iBterrals, as a&Oa or 
benches for die elders of the Confederation. — In 
the centre, a titcle of blazing brands, counting of 
young pine-trees (the reeinouB sap of which pro- 
duced a Inilliant flame,) were stuck with r^^- 
larity into the earth ; — and at each angle of the 
square, was grounded a stand of muskets, which, 
judging hj the nearest, appeared to be of consider- 
able extent. A brawling murmur of voices roee 
from the assembly at the conclusion of the hymn ; 
and if fumes of Vodka, garlic, tobacco, and greasy 
rags, might be r^;arded as- indicatiTe of the na- 
ture and quality of its heterogeneous members, 
Erazm and the W^larze might probably rank 
among the noblest Szlachta of the Confederates 
of Lulnonki. 

' But although it would have been difficult to 
dissipate, eren by Turkish fumigation, the malaria 
hovering over the infected spot, the tumult and 
vociferation were suspended, as by a magic touch, 
at flie sound of a shrill whistle proceedii^ from 
a small platform, j^ised in front of the blazing 
brands. — 
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. OP LUBIOMKI. 9 

"Hush! — peace! — alence !" — cried Uioee 
inunediately aroimd Felinski. " Father Diooy- 
nus is about to address the aasembly : Father 
Dionysius ib about to take up his parable :— ^ 
Father Dionysius, the St. John of the Zakoa 
Je8uit6w ! " — In an instant a whisper would have 
been audible ! — But it was no whisper, — ^it was a 
strong, clear, 8on(m>us, manly voice, that now rose 
upon the air ; and, though the figures of two or 
three iuterposng membera of the Confederation 
prevented Komtanty from diacenung the person 
of the speaker mounted on the platfonn, be 
could readily detect that it was a man of educa- 
tion as well as intelligence, — a person belonging 
to' a different grade firom that of the miserable 
ChlopBtwo by whom he stood surrounded. 

" Mbn AMD BHOTHBRS," Said he, with the dis- 
tinctneee of emmcialion indbpensable to the tech- 
nicalities of oratory: "Were I not already 
assured that our assembly is convened at this 
hour, in this spot, under the sanctification of 
God for an effectual purpose of benefit and 
amelioration to a suffering household of bis 
B 5 
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ehildrea,— ^metJunlu tbe solemn exatemfint of 

sddreBeing so vast « confrmteniitf of my feilow- 
creatnres and fellow-coautrymen, — would have 
inspired me with the great and glorioos project 
of their release from the bonds, of the oppressor. 
— ^That, in a Chnsttan cotmtcy, alt men horn 
6) the inheritance of light and breath shonld be 
bom to their free exemse and enjoyment, is a 
thing peremptorily iti the order of nature ; and 
even while we resent, we cannot marvel at the 
imputations cast by the nations of Western Eu- 
rope upon the Ancient Equestrian Republic of 
Poland, that, being free, she entertaineth not 
free followers in her household ; — but degradeth 
berself by participation in the S<^thian barbarism 
of her neighbours of the Wolga; — rearing one 
diosen child of her offspring in her bosom, and 
trampling the other in the dust tinder her feet. 
But if the scorn of the enl^fatened be justly ex- 
ited, most unjustly doth it fall as regards the 
or^in and residt of such abuses. England and 
France, my brothers, — in the levity of their pros- 
pnity and gratuitons enjoyment of the mighty 
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01 LUBIOKKL 11 

blesaiiigB of freedom, — are. sfud to lavisli their 
contempt upon tttose who tii:w4^b the scoings 
and riTet the collar of bondage, rather than u^n 
the abject fool -who. lends his bod; to the laeb. 
Yet bat for the servile eelf-reaignatioa of the 
seris of Poland ^ar independence bad hn^ since 
been achieT«d ; and instead of the gadies inflicted 
upon the bosom of Sannatia by the maranding 
hordes of Muacovy, each one among her lovii^ 
children would have been already engirded with 
the national sabre, .to brandish in her defence, 
4B the flaming sword of the cherubim at the 
Gates of Paradise ! — 

" Bat the day of deliverance is fully come! — Ye 
i^ho, in filial submission to the example of your 
Cathffl^, have borne with patience the yoke, the 
scourge, the moral annihilation, the physical pri- 
vation, the bitterness of bondage, the slavery of 
- thankless labour; — ^ye, who have patiently rengned 
yourselves, — ^your wives, — your helpless children, 
to the tyranny of the oppreBSors; — ^ye are at length 
roused to rebut the despotism of those who have 
lifted an imrighteous hand against the Ark of the 
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Coranantl — ^llie KniJ of the people ie SBtar. He, - 
who sent forth a misuou of redemptum to moan- 
toin aad. plain, — centurion and soldier, — sovereign 
and slave, — proclaims a second advent — even -the 
coming of Fbbbdox to the bondsmen of the hu* 
man race. — ^And lo ! the cluuns of feodalism are 
loosed ! — Other countries have already thrown 
off the yoke; — and Poland herself at length rebels 
against the fetters forged by her domestic despots 
— ^in alliance with foreign enemies and faithless 
to the cause of the holy Mother Church, — ^minions 
of the Tzanna, and upholders of heretics and Dis- 
sidents." 

"Jesuit!" muttered Konstanty, betwBen his 
teeth. 

*' I call upon ye, therefore, — Brethren and 
fellow-Goimtrymen!" — continued the orator, "to 
unite in firmest resolve against the forgers of your 
chains. —Behold ! I bring ye glad tidings. In 
Lithuania the Brethren of the Holy Cross have 
already mustered, in enregistered confedei-ation, 
to the amount of four thousand soule, -rfour thou- 
sand able men ; in whose hands, the aid of friendly 
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B from Italy and France have placed arnis 
for the defence of tlie good cause. — Within a week ' 
trtan this au9pi(»onB night, nmilas aseiBtance will 
be graated to such among ye as shall apply, 
Nngly and yti& discretion, to the Superior of 
the Zakon at Lubloyst, or tit &e suburb dwelling 
of Szmnhl the Jew. — For, behold, the day of strife 
is at hand. The anointed king laboureth with 
a sore- distemper ; and before ^the acclamations of 
the Vola resound in honour of a new chief of tlie 
R^Hiblie, — the people, yea, the fbople of Po- 
land, shall cjaim their share in his election. 

" Now, even now, is the appointed time ! — These 
wolves of Warsaw, these giants who grind your 
bones and make mockery of your anguish, are 
quailing beneath the frown of enemies greater than 
themaelTcs. — TTie Saxon Briihl and his ^tellites 
tremble under the scorn of Mnscovy ; and Fritz of 
Prusffla, and Krim Gueray have already crushed 
with their iron gauntlet the fair possessions of the 
Magnats of the frontiers. Strike, therefore, while 
disquiet b upon their souls. Raise the war cry in 
tlteir ears, while they are yet listening for the 
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trantpets of the invado^ Make yxmr grant trf 
liber^, your iiiTesdtare with a roice in the Diet, 
the price of ellegiance ^ their bajmere ; — and 
sboold they itili refuse conceseion, speedy be the 
Btnig^e and mighty the victory I — 

" Brethren 1 — I leave ye for a time. Tbe 
confederatJDiu' of Volhynia and Podolia chum 
my care. To them I bear glorioaa intelligence 
of yout stroigAi, your courage, your fiTinneM, 
your brotherly regard. And for you, I be- 
queath ye to the guardianehip ot a good aiid 
watchful shepherd; to whom to make known 
your grievances or prefer your claims, is to 
^teak them in the ears of your patron, the Cap- 
tain who wBt4dieth orer.the good cause." 

" MyBtic and mountebank !"-i-muttered Kaa- 
Btaaty to himself. " In the good shepherd I cui 
readily read the name of Joachim : — but this 
patron and Captain Z — ^why speaks not the villaip 
pltdnly Y' 

■' His hopes of enlightenment on this impor- 
ant point were however £ruBtrated; for at the 
close of the "Vivats," which now rent Uie 
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OF LUBIOBKI. 15 

air, another roice 'became audiUe; even that of 
Ignacy, deputed by his brethren of the confeder- 
ation to reply to the address of the Jesuit of 
Grodno. 

" Ifwsre my dutj t^ expresB the thanks of the 
Brethren of Lubionki to their great champion and 
bis del^;ate the good Brother Dionysius," said 
the old man in his rough voice snd uncouth 
idiom ; " but the thought that God who is above 
US, their master and onr own, bath sowed the 
good seed in their hearts, teaches me to tender 
the words of onr gratitude to the Omniscient 
alone. Brother ! it is meet that we prove our- 
selves worthy of the trust reposed iu us. Be it 
told, therefore, in ensample and boast to our con- 
federates of the South and our confederates of 
^e North, that amid the fraternity of Lnbionki 
no evil -word, no strife of envy jealousy or mis- 
tniBt, hath yet arisen. — Behold ! — yn have one 
heart, — tis sole hope, Frbedoh ; — one soul, — its 
trust — the LoHD OUB GoD. Onr strength is 
girded on: — speak, but the Hourra of onslaught, 
and the struggle begins !' — Ere again we meet, O 
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Brother ! a weapoa will be in eveiy hand : and 
thoD ehftlt know the word one ia wanting to 
call them into action. Brothers of the Hoi; 
Cross I — shout mightil; to Hearea for Freedom 
and for Folska t" — 

Although a weak and selfish ^otist, Konstanty 
Felinski was l^ no means destitute of animal 
courage ; or of a warmth of spirit that caused the 
blood to boil in his Teins while listening to these 
vaultings and menaces, without the power of re- 
ply or defiance. It was clear from the peal of 
acclamations which rent the air at the conclusion 
of Ignacy's harangue, that the meeting must 
consist of two thousand persons or even more ;-. 
and while marvelliag at the extent of uiiluence 
which could unite a congr^^tion of such extent 
in the thinly populated district of Lubloyst, he 
was compelled to admit the uig^ey of forbear- 
ance and quiescence on his own part. His reso- 
lution was already taken. Without the delay of 
a day, an hour, — without waiting for i-est or re- - 
freshment, an interview with his father or a visit 
of farewell to the mansion of Salomea, — ^he would 
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away to Warsaw for an inetant conference with 
Prince Czartoryski ; ere he proceeded to lay the 
important intelligence of which chance had ren- 
dered him master, before the Rada or Permanent 
Council. Not a minute was to be lost: hewouldride 
express to the camp : and, to do Konstanty justice, 
all idea of his own adrantage or aggrandizement 
was }oBt in the enthusiasm of the service he sup- 
posed himself about to render to his coimtry. 

While these plans were rapidly combining 
in his mind, great portion of the speech addressecl 
hj Father Joachim to the assembly was lost upon 
Felinski. He beard enough, however, to convince 
him thatr if inferior in authority to the Delegate 
of Qrodno, the Jesuit of Lubloyst was more sub- 
fle in his arguments, more ingratiatig in his ad- 
dress, more powerful in his eloquence. A long 
residence among his auditors etiabled him to enter 
with greater precision into their sentiments and 
inclinations ; and invested the confederation of 
Lubionki with more importance in his eyes than 
in those of one accustomed to address the more 
nomerouB and influential congregations of Lithu- 
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aoia. Father Joachim contrired moreorer to min* 
gle in hit discourse, (in the way of laudation and 
example,) the names of many leading members 
of the confederation: a drcumstance which served 
the purpose of revealing to the amazed Felin- 
ski, that the majority of his -father's boors were 
enrolled in the cause ! 

The concluding branch of the Jesuit's discourse 
r^arded the dissolution and dispersion of the 
assembly. " The momeat is critical," said he. 
'* Be therefore more than your usual clrcumspec- 
flpectioii olserved in returning quietly, singly, and 
separately to your homes. Preapitate not your- 
selves towards the path, lest by widening and 
trampling the track, ye draw down upon our 
dearage the notice of the Uayducks or others, 
foes to the cbnfederalion of Lubionki. Let him 
who is nearest the wicket isaue first; each fol- 
lowing in rotation without outcry or conten- 
tion." 

By this arrangement, Konstanty was debarred 
of all possibility of outstripping his companions. 
To approach Ostronimptszch in search of Blazek, 
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OF LUBIORKI. 19 

in company with one or more of the confede- 
rates, was to betray bimBelf at once ; and even 
the alternative of r^aioing Lablowicz on foot, 
the circumstance of his strange di^;uis&l could 
not bat transpire ; and by cansing an alarm in 
the country, might tend to instigate precautionary 
measures on the part of the rebels. 

" Tis good, they Bay, to have a friend at 
Court!" mused Konetanty, as he fbUowed the 
train -marching in «ngle file from the clear- 
ing to the Lubloyst road. " But I have a friend 
elsewhere who shall just now better serr^ my 
purpose. Happy for me that the sudden arrest 
of the woman Selomea left my purse of ducats 
agtun at my disposal; — and if with that, and the 
interest of pretty Rozetzka to boot, I persuade 
not mine host of the Karczma of Lubloyst to 
secresy, the loan of the best horse in his stables, 
and the most decent pelisse tin bis wardrobe, — 
gold and eloquence must be of little account in 
Lubloyst, considering their scarcity in the king- 
dom in general. . If the fellow wax not morose on 
being haled out of his straw in the dead of night. 
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I m&y reach the next post-station hj daylight, 
and the camp before this hour to-morrov. And 
then, should Master MichaelokBki perust in giving 
his daughter to an enrolled traitor of the Labion- 
kian confederation instead of beetowii^ her upim 
one hj whose seal Mazovsze, — the kingdom itself, 
— may be preserved {lom insurrection, 'tis plain 
that there ia no longer gratitude in man or 
Mazur." 
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CHAPTER XVm. 



Were ihe tbi abttoact of hrr MX for bna. 
Were ibere no rou, bo lilf, but her chcekt. 
Mo mode bnt ber tongue, — riitiM but her^- 



The Kkiomt or M»i.Ti. 



The day succeeding tHis momentous night was 
one of unparallelled interest and excitement in the 
district of Lnhloyst. — The perembolatore of the 
Rynek were struck still I^ a redundance of fore^ 
and domestic intelligence ; — strange rumours 
were afloat ; — a trihunal was sitting with cloted 
doors at the Ratusz under the presidencjr of the 
Grodeki ; and messengers were passing betweeo the 
farms of Lublowici and Wratuciko aa though one 
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or both habitations were in a state of conflagratioti. 
It WBB known that the Zydowka Salomea, wife 
of the rich Jew, was under arrest ; — it was ru- 
moured that 'Konstanty, son to the rich fanner 
Felineki, had disappeared mysteriouely from the 
country ; — and although testimony wa» iHsme by 
the inhabitants of the Jewish suburb that strange 
noises had been heard throughout the n^ht in 
the dwelling of Szmuhl, jet when at their prompt- 
ing the premises were visited by the Hayduckg 
of the Grodski, not a human being was viable ! 
— Vainly did the occupants of the adjoining 
houses protest that the loud outcries of a man 
bad been heard, from midnight till day-dawn ; 
and that at one momeiit the shrieks of a female 
wefe also audible. — When at length two of their 
number were admitted in deputation hj the in- 
dulgence of the Predco, the multitude was 
compelled to admit that the whole affair was 
the effect of imagination or magic ; — for lo ! — ■ 
nothing was found in the house iudieative of 
recent habitation, but a lamp that must have 
been extinguished at an early hour of the night ; 
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and a disordered bed, — probably Qcoupied by 
SfUomea at the moment of her arrest. — 

The only person capable of solving the mys- 
teiy was, ul fact, deeply interested m screening 
the truth from detection. Nepomuoen Pulafeki, 
who, startled from hie porpoee bf badger-lxuting 
at ' OstronimptsEch by the erents of the night, 
mingkd about noon with the gossips of the Taig, 
took care to acquaint himself with the rumours of 
the crowd, and assist in magni^dng the terrors 
of which he was the unsuspected cause. 

Surprised by his non-appearance at the Pusz- 
cza meeting, and recalling anzioualy to mind 
that the lubber had never followed him through 
the secret pass^e from the cellars of Szmuhl, 
Father Joachim no sooner arrived at the Fri- 
ary than, quitting the venerable Diouysius his 
guest, he proceeded by the vaulted corridor 
to the Jewish hatntation. Day was already 
dawning when he lifted the tapestry of the 
sleeping chamber; where the first object that 
met his eyes was the figure of Dosha (who, hav- 
ing risen from her couch, was attempting to 
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amjr hertelf ia her usoal aftim tbat tb» mjght 
m&ke Bome effort in par»ut of Kosataut;,) tad 
the fint Muod tfaat greeted hia. em, the roaring 
of Nepompcen. With mme ^iffisolty, the Jesuit 
Succeeded in remoTing the chett and aidxuTii^ 
the door to release him from . bis . dunnee ; hut 
to obtain a rational expUnatioQ of its matin 
and origin, yna a- ttlll more difficult ta^. — 

" Never bolieye me, good brother," cried he' 
" hot as , I was aboT(t to comply with yoor iB- 
jonction last night, and make speed to bear you 
eompany tbrough the ammiinition-c^llare to the 
fbrest, Eir^moaBter, — a fiend, — a demon with the 
strength of fourteen bisons of the Bialowiezka 
PusEeza, * set upon me, belaboored me with 
Uowa,, seized me by the toplock of mj skull, 
and pitted me bead-foremost yonder into the 
Btreet-room, to bowl through the si^t like some 
unclean spirit in the pangs of puigatorium. 
— 'Never believe roe but it did."— 

" In faith, thou lookeat scared enough to 
have been somewhat roughly handled ! " said 

* A fomt in Uthnaaia irbere the BonMtna la still found. 
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die prieet, scaroely aUe to repnsi a raiile at 
the uocoath ooDstematico) of yoong Polafski. — 

" l>id yon never hear it whispered father," 
said Nepomucen mysteriously, " that Heathens, 
Tatars and other dogs of misbelieTers, when 
%ey Traut a sure goardiau for hidden trea- 
sure, spill on the spot the blood of a slave 
whereof the. ghost may haact and guard their 
pdf? — 'Sever belieTe. me but the hufiete I re- 
ceived in the dark were given hy the spirit of 
some unlucky i^ristian, feloniously slain 1^ the 
Jew Usurer to become sentinel over his ingots, 
and the arms of the confederacy deposited in 
the vaults beneath his dwelling ." 

"And this damsel?" inquired Father Jo- 
achim, leading Nepomucen by the sleeve into 
the inner chamber. " What hath she to do 
with watchii^ over the gold of the Israelite, or 
the cold iron of the Lubiookians?" 

" Saints ! — Marya ! — Chryatue ! " — cried Pu- 
la&ki, startled by the wild and picturesque 
beauty of Doroska. " Tie a spirit in right 
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" Eoveloped in glowiiig fieeli and blood, I 
fiuBpeet," said the Jesuit, r^ardiug iritli a, pe- 
culiar sneer t^ie dark-browed damael who, bow 
fuU}^ arrayed in her fanciful. joggler'S' costame, 
stood scornfully observing their moreinentB. 

" Tt8 sbe who wae once Doroska, daughter 
to our brother ot the cross,. Ignacy the W^Ur^i" 
cried Nep. " Five yeare ago, her spodnics and 
Jartuch were found floating in ttw VtMula hard by 
the farm of Lublowicz; when 'twas rumoured by 
idle tongues diat the damsel bad flitted with a, 
troop of rope dancers to go in quest of her light 
of love, Konstanty Felineki. But her brothers 
swore— (and most men, knew better than to gain- 
say the oath of Eraszm and Matiasz — roieterere 
and blusterera as they are !) — ^that she was seen 
by the raAs-mea to throw herself into the river ;. 
and never believe me, &ther, but in passing the 
spot at twilight, many a tints and often since, I 
have fancied to catch the echo of her death- 
scream." 

*' I have heard this tale maundered over 
by the stove-side of a winter's night," said Jo- 
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achim; "but dieamed. not evu* to behtdd Imng 
evidence of Usr fUeebood. SamMl ! " — be coQ' 
tioued, aildreaung himself atemlj to Doska, who 
■WM clinging to the bed-skte, as if to gain 
strength for trials. yet ta come. "How cornea 
it tiiat thoa. HpalifiSt uot last night to make 
lfni>yn tb.y pMssuoe-r—wltereis ihoa heaxdeat ns 
OFer aeoiireljr. commmungit "— 

" Because I ditdain to parley with traitors 
tnd breeders- of sedhkoi," replied tlie impetuoua 
girl ; over wiioae bead and sbonlders bung 
a, richly embroidered Pwdan shawl, whose 
gictbresqiije folds, serred. to. conceal the traces of 
her recent wound. 

" Truly a saucy ghost ! " cried Nep, beginning 
to throw <^ his apprcbuisionst and approachii^ 
nearer to the sprite. — 

** At: least thoiL denieet not having been an 
ttTes' dropper on:, our interview ? '* — 

" What right has such as thon to denial 
or. affirmation at my lips?"-— rfie replied, casting 
on young Pula&ki a glance of scorn which sent 
him to the further extremity o£ the chamber. — 
o 2 
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" The r^ht of a Btrcn^ srin over a weak 
<H)e; — ^the reTerence due to a minister of the 
church from one whom we have seen and known 
as the wanton companion of some filthy Israel- 
itish poltroon, — each as be who last night prac- 
tised unlawfully upon the person of this young 
gentleman, a. free citizen of the lUpublic." — 

" Tis false !" cried Doska, irritated out of her 
self-eontnj by a taunt on the honour and credit of 
Konstanty. '* Ho whom last night ye chased (ill 
omened birds that ye are !) from my chamber, was 
noble, free, valiant ; — a sworn foe to plotters and 
ruffians, whether of the Szlachta or Duchbnetwo 
of MazowBze." 

"Indeed?" cried Joachim, a sngpicion of the 
truth darting into his mind. " Yet why should we 
doubt his distinction whom we find larking in the 
homestead of Szmuhl the usurer, — ^in the arms 
of a Bohemian juggler or charcoal -wench of 
Lulnonki 1 — " 

" Knavish priest !" cried Doska, in spite of her 
debility, stamping ber httle foot impetnonsly on 
the floor, — ' ' thou bad'st not dared insult me thus 
in the presence of Felinski \" 
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.■ " Qrameog? at leaatfiM'thj- candour !" eaid Joa- 
chim SBeeringly. "This confirmation of my sus- 
picioiiB affords me also a bope that, I may ^nd in 
llie lady Doska, — the tmnbler — Chimpanzee, — 
tree-climber,— wilkolak,* — a valuable hostage 
agunst the day of defeat. Therefore, good Nepo- 
mucen, since thy dread of apparitions ie happily 
-'St an end, prythee l^d me thy aid to trane- 
ptaot this CMitumacioua damsel to the cells of 
the friary." 

" Ye dare not !" cried Doeka, snatching i sza- 
belka from her belt, and putting herself into an 
attitude of defence. But the burly Joachim, pre- 
pared for the movement, rushed forwards and 
disarmed, her ere she guned space or power to 
strike ; and seizing her in his anns, and bidding 
Nepomucen look to the door ere he finally de- 
serted the scene of his disastrouB imprisonment, he 
made swift way with bis burthen along the vault- 
ed passage, suppressing by force and intimidatioa 
her violent outcries. 

" Truly a m<»t vociferotis phantom !" cried 
." Forest Plmntoiii, 
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Nep, fbllownig tlum at Bcane Httle dtatancc.- 
" Never believe me but she irfatnee like an 
otter, when hard premed upon by my dog Traae- 
lach I — I marrel wbetber the boors up at the 
farm hare had thought oe dilig^ce to give the 
poor hoand his nigbrtr-mess during my abtoice ?— 
Trastlach must have nuMed me rarely." 

*' Lend me thy soiih, Nepomucen !" said Father 
Joachim, as he emei^ed from the entrance of the 
vault, and rcgoined his ghostly eompanion in tjte 
doister ; (the prieet having set down his lovely 
bortfaep in a niche of the stone wall, -K^wre she 
was deprived of all power either (^ escf^ or re- 
astanoe,) " I find the damsel teo Hthe of limb ind 
poutive of wUl to leave her at liber^, even in the 
cell to which l»r the preamt I sm fiUn to c«^lgn 
her." And taking from Pnlaldci the Paf^ or 
Bcaif he untwisted &om )nn waist, the priefit pro> 
ceeded. to bind it over the oroflBed anne and besont 
of Doska, so Bs to leave her no furtit«r libeii^ of 
misdiief either to herself or others. In. vahi (die 
wept, and threatened i-~ia nun she pLead«d sick- 
new, — dehihty, — to which the ieeblniesB and at- 
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lenuation . of her persMi iKire ample testiinoBy. 
Detf to her BtiQoBt doqoencc, Fadier Joachim, lilV 
h^ hergently irom the niche, boire her along the 
oorritlor; and, pruBhing open with his foot an enip^ 
cell beh>ngii^ to o&e of the absent Brethren of the 
Order, laid her ^amst biBenaiUe on the wooden 
pallet. Bat while he was yet occnpied hi 3aioist- 
ening her lips with a cordial hastily fetched 
■fttim the little labwatory of the brotiijerhood, he 
was enmmoned to the grate by a loud demwd for 
admittance. 

" Niech b^deie pochwslony Jezus Chrystue I" 
cried Piotr, tbe herd boy, as Joachiin (the lay- . 
porttT Iwmg ^tiai asleep in his lodge,) went forward' 
to TCceiTo his htunbte obwMJicc. " The good 
master of LuMowiez gt«etsyoor exeeltieDt reve- 
rence Well ; beeeechhlg yos to ride towards the 
farm ao soon as your duties permit ; being fkin to 
parley with yonr Wisdonl in behalf of his 8»n" — 

"The yonng Captain?" — hastily enquired tbe 
priest, revertinig to the adv^ture of the preced- 
ing n^t. — 

"The young scholar!" sud the Cldop^). 
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*' Things are aorely amiss at Lublowicz. This 
night have we watched vainly for Captiun Kod- 
stanty, and grievingly for Juliusz. The one 
comes not borne from his lewd carousii^, — the 
other goeth hence to a better land." — 

" Heavenly men^ !" cried the Jesuit, uncon- 
ciouBly crossing himself, (for the craft of his voca- 
tion aside, he dearly loved his young disciple.) 
<* This then was the cause of his absence from our 
meeting, while I, in my evil interpretation, accused 
him of abated zeal ! Be off, lad ; — back to the 
farm ; — 1 shall not loiter in my errand." 

And having dismissed the boy, he retaraed 
to the Refectory, where Nepomucen, with much 
geeticulatjon, exaggeration, and mystification, 
was disturbing the morning meal of Father 
Dionysius with a romance grounded upon the 
wonders of the n^ht. 

" Were it not wise that thou shouldst bastai 
home, young Sir, so soon as thou hast taken need- 
ful food and repose 7" scu^ the Jesuit, touching 
Pula&ki authoritativdy on the shoulder. " Thy 
protracted absence may produce surmises and in- 
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qoiries; and Komtanty Felinski's su^icions &r« 
perhaps already excited." 

" And what is doing or to be done with the 
W^Iarz-wench, good father T It were an ill tiling 
that she should lie yonder in a Dominican cell, 
starving and Uaspheming in the heart of a Chris- 
tian commaoity V — 

" She will be cared for!" stud Joachim, in no 
hiimoar to enbrnit to the interrogations of the 
lubber. " And for thyself, Nepomucen, look that 
no word transpire of the transactions of the past 
night. Return not to the abode of Sznmhl with- 
out my sanction ; and if thou must needs go ruf- 
fling, dicing, and cock-fighting among the rulGans 
of Ostronimpiszch, do it with the knowledge that 
youth and Tigour may not long secure thee from 
the reckoning of thy great accompt. — Thy friend 
Juliusz Felinski is dying at Lublowicz !" — 

" Juliusz? — Juliusz?" — cried Nepomucen — 
hie uncouth visage paralyzed with consternation, 
" my friend di/ing ? — Matko Boza! — 1 had sooner 
lose father — mother — and land : — never believe 
me, Brother Joachim, but I would give up all my 
c 6 ■ 
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cartUy bdoBfiiigs (Traazlaeh aadKn>to da him 
serrice. When will the ngnt wmtden and nds- 
fi»rtiD£* of the tiinei be at ul ead I"-'— 

** When the -mla of ^wrath are exhausted !" 
responded solemnly said Father Dionjuus. — And 
anziouB in the mean time to repair the exhaugtxn 
caused hj his oratorical effort* of the preceding 
ii%ht, he filled his month with a double portion 
of smoked I^nlaml Pech-fleisch, aod proceeded 
to wash down the dainty morsel with, a S^on of 
Bisamberger wine ; while Father Joachim hastily 
quitted the apartment to depart on his moornM 
erraad. 
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How vovU'ike opm her deqwiiinf eje^ 
And fttnn tbe teiwe of that long liogeriog d^ 
ftnthhig vpoB her, ilMost tiirb Ktnj, — 
Loathing the light, and groan lo ileep agnn i 
Then, aighing once fof all to meet the pain. 
She vould get up ia haale and tiy to patt 
The time in patieace, wretched a> it irai. 

LLtaa MtitiT. 



Ib it to be attributed to the fitful freaks of destiny, 
that so many an inhabitant of " life's low 'vale," — 
»o many a person apparently bom lor no higher 
purpose than to bear from the cradle 'to the grave 
the chilling burthen of mediocrity, — >i8 summoned 
to the execution of the noblest duties, — to the 
ordeal of tbe most afflicting trials, — to the proba- 
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tion of the most cruel sufferingB, — to the perfec- 
tionment of the moet ennobling virtaest — 

The yonng girl of Wraniczko, — bereft in 
earlieet childhood of her mother and finding in 
the neighbourhood of home no matron of her 
own degree to assist, by precept or example, in 
the formation of her character or acquirement of 
the duticB of her eex, — ^had been left to the in- 
etruction of her pedantic father, and the brotheriy 
lore of Juliusz Felinski ; who, till he became 
a scholar of the Zakon Je9uit6w, made it his 
delight to profit by the limited library of Wra- 
niczko and the preCepUon of ita master, only in 
the Tiew of inciting by hia industry and applica- 
tion, the studious disposition of Mineczka. 

But if books of written knowledge were want- 
ing to complete the education thus irregularly 
b^piD, the wisdom that is from above was show- 
ered in glorious abundance upon the ignorance of 
Michaelokski's daughter ! — Early initiated hy her 
lather into the mysteries of the Christian faith, 
her interpretation of the revealed oracles of 
God was enhghtened by an intense and nerer-* 
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ending, study of all oUier ^fts of his beBtowii^. 
Miajeezka was a wanderer of the fields, — a ran- 
ger of the ^oods and valleyB, — a stadier of the 
stars, — a oontempletor, doating as the wise man 
of Judsa, of every herb and every flower that 
IdowB. Her father's house was prosperons. 
There was nothing degrading or vili^ng in her- 
mode of housewifery; and between the happy 
conjBciouBnBSB of dutdes diligently performed, and 
these habits of sylvan meditation, the tone of her 
mind, and even manners, assumed a pure and 
graceful simplidty — an eUgance — not to have 
been exceeded by the pomp<seeking daughters of 
the highest Maguat of the land, If power of 
mind were wanting,— she was young, — unread in 
the iron page of worldly experience, — and, above 
all, she was trained in habits of strict aubmisaion 
to the will of an opinionated and narrow-minded 
parent. 

But all these gleams of sunshine hsA sud- 
denly disappeared ! — ^The golden e^s were broken 
in the nest; — nay — she was even about to be 
driven forth from its holy shelter to a desolate and 
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baireD vUdemeH,— ^hich 4hc tould not BBnctilJ 
by tbe precioui name Of ihdme. Her Ikthiir and 
(M Fulsfikii—^between whom a gradual coldnest 
had been fringing np, — vere unexpentedlj 
moved, by die 'VTodarodko festhil, to tene# 
tfaeir intima(^ ■ and devise the immediate (iilfll- 
ment of their engagements ; and ev^n Jnliusz 
himself, — the trasted brother on irhoBe r^ard 
ahe had so long leaned for support, had eud- 
denl; become as a broken reed, — an enemy, 
or at best a most misjudging friend. — ^YouDg, in- 
experienced, without example, widiout counsel, 
and required to ma3ce her electi<ai between wed- 
lodc with one she detested, or perpetual im- 
murement from the sweeter charities of life, 
Mineczka, in the holiness of her solitude and 
purity of her soul, decided on the adoption of 
ttie Carmelite habit. But she onderstood the 
extent of the sacrifice, and was fully aware of the 
blessedness of the heart - thrilling dohiestic joys 
she was resigning. The dreams of her teieore, 
—-the wanderings of her solitude, — the hills, 
ihs forest, the flowing Vistula, the brook with its 
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piinttil treedfl, and, abore all, dw iaagf* of K<lb>- 
•^nty.—^Bre to becdme, henceforward, interdicted 
idc^B. Aa iroH girdle wag to be imposed oa the 
poUatioiis of Iter warm aod miture-lovidg Iieart[ 
she most abandon ail, — btber — ^hoiQo— 4oVe^— 
and devoted household, — for moaotonoii» fortnt of 
rigid and unmeaning devotioli; — exaggwated 
penance, and all the heartlesaieBS of pious «g«- 
tiflm! — 

Such was the state of her feelings^— a bairen 
waste, dread with the dullness of winter,— 'wheo 
Konstanty's avowal <^ love wrooght a miracle ttf 
spring-like bloom ami fit^iranee from its utmost 
desolatioD. Even when she had been happiest, 
hu tenderness was wanting to complete the 
brightness of her pro^rity : but now, — tiow that 
she was miserable, the day-'Spring shone up(ni her 
darkness like the gloiy of the descending angel 
in the apostle's dungeon. — She was beloved ; and 
every other fear, every other pang, was for- 
gotten !-^ 

Was it likely that, after so startling a tran- 
sition, Konstanty's in^licable absence should 
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be borne with patience? — Scarcely had ^e 
quaffed the cup of perfect happineee, when the 
empty Tcseel was snatched from her hand. — 
Again the flowers eeemed withering around : — 
again the verdure of the fields was extended as a 
blank before her eyes ; — again she smote her 
breast i^d felt herself fated to the anguish of 
unceasing sorrow, 

""Hiat the storms of life should reach me 
even here ! " she cried, as with a pallid iace and 
fevered lips, she stood overlooking the fair pastures 
irfWraniczko; — "here, where nothing seems to 
interpose between God and his creatures ; — where, 
to cultivate, enjoy, and be grateful for the 
fruits of the earth, appears the sweet duty and 
ea^ destiny of the lord of the soil and his off- 
spring ! Yet in what are the daughters of kings 
more miserable, more distracted, more beset with 
temptations than 1, — a poor Mazurkan maiden ? 
— God counsel me I — God aid me! — for, of a 
surety, without his helping hand, my soul will 
perish !" — 

The preceding night had been a dreadful one. - 
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Sofit, sammer-like and Cur with moonlight as it 
was, Michaelokski's daughter sat coimtiiig ite 
weary minutes as in the fearfulness of a wintry 
hurricane. Blazek had never i-etumed; — and 
Szatzka having watched in vain, had vehtared 
forth at day-dawn to his cahin amoi^ the sheep- 
folds, and brought back intelligence of his pro- 
longued absence ! Nay, ere the tenx>r of this 
discovery subsided, the meaaenger dwpatched by 
Felinski to Wodarodko to require an imme- 
diate visit from Czelenszki's physician, paused on 
his road to enquire whether the young captain 
had made his appearance at Wraniczko, and to 
impart tidings of his brother's grievous indisposi- 
tion. Michaelokski was abroad in the fields j 
and his dai^hter had now to endure, uncoun- 
selled and unconsoled, the apprehensions ansing 
from this doable announcement. She doubted 
not that her lover had met with some fatal mis- 
chance ; she doubted not that the friend she had 
so long and fiuthMly treasured was lost to her 
for ever; — and, having wandered forth helpless, 
hopeless, and distracted, as we have described, 
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suddenly discCTued ihe welcome %ure t^ Blasek, 
ascending towards WranicEko. 

*' Speak !" said she. " Speak, speak !" — as the 
boor, prostrating himself before her, tendered hit 
BBlutation. "Hast seenfaim? — hadt heard tidings 
of him T — and wherefbi-e retumedst thoa not last 
night from Lublowiczt" — 

" With the gracious mistress's lesTe, I did," — 
replied the vassal, toacbing his leg in lowly sala- 
tation. 

" Yet gavest no tidii^ of thine errand V — 

" With the gracions mistress's leave, I came 
to seek tidings here." — 

"Here? — Sid not Szatzka require of thee 
to visit thy kinswoman Katarzynka, that, (Gob 
pardon my liypocn^^,) thoa mutest learn of 
the wel&re of Pelinski's sons Y' — 

"With the gracious mistress's leave, I did all 
- these things and more ; and it was the task and 
trouble of that more which caused me to absrait 
inyeelf from the fold, and will surely bring me 
into sore strait and disquiet both with Wtyt and 
Ekonom." 



Dgitiz^dbv Google 



OP LnfilOMKI. 4-3 

" /' will excuse thee, good Blazek, to my 
fether." 

" But will the gracious mifitreH e»»iBe me 
to the Grod&ki and Fredco of the Ratusz of 
Lobloystl — (Hid yriil the gracious mistress take 
on herself the blame ^lat (Captain Konstan^ 
having strangely and suddenly disappeared,) I, 
erea I, am chargeaUe with having taat seen him, 
— ^last ^>oken with him, — and been presently 
found in possesuon of his horee and his ac- 
coutremeutB ? " — 

"Blazek!"— 

"That the holy saints had but been mei>- 
dfully pleased to put courage in my soul, when I 
encountered him <hi the plun yonder at Ostro>- 
nimptszeb, so I m^ht have refused to obey as 
his serving man one who was no master of mine ! 
What but mischief could be in the wind, that 
a gay young gentleman should be dressing hinl- 
iielf up in the Fotro of a peasant — (my best Futro, 
sore enough), — ^to go ranting about the dountry aa 
ib.ey do in the Jannark of Lubloyst, at fiur time 
OrCamival !"* — 



Dgitiz^dbv Google 



44 THB C0MFEDERATE8 

*' Kpnstantjr FelinBki array himself ia gar- 
ment of thine, — Konstanty? — Slazek! — game 
wicked mystery lurke in all this !" 

" So, with the leave of the gracious mistress, 
hare I eaid to myself ever since I parted with 
my Futro ; — for what shoiild he want with 
my Futro, unless to do that under its hiding 
which would have been unbecoming to a habit 
of his otwn ?"— 

"And where and when was thiaT' enquired 
Mineczka. 

"At midnight, hard by the Puszcza; — and 
were it not that at day break I still found his 
horse under me and his pelisse orer my shoul- 
ders, with the gracious mistreBs's leave, I should 
have foncied I had been made the sport of a 
wilkolak !" 

" And said Felinski nothmg in explanation of 
his pnjceedings !" 

" So little, madam, that (with the gracious 
mistress's leave,) I conceived the Captain was 
.bound on a conrtehip-errand to Wraniczko, and 
had no mind for the boors or the Sslachcic to 
espy him in his vint." 
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" Rode he then hithenmrd, my good Bla- 
lek?" 

" On what ehoald he ride, when I have al- 
ready told the gradons nustress that he left his 
horae under my chat^e? — and why hitherward, 
— ^when I have already declared that he set off, 
SB thotigh 8 herd of wolvea were baying at his 
heels towards the thidc of the forest," 

"The forest — the thick of the forestl" cried 
Mineczka, " bo &r then at least hare we track 
of his course." 

" An evil one, as it would seem, graraous lady," 
replied the herdsman. " For when (seeing that 
the Panenko returned not to claim his property), 
I visited Lublowicz some two hours past, and 
demanded speech of the good master, — Pan 
Felinaki, grew well nigh distraught on learning 
that the Capt«ua had made off towards the Jama, 
end never re-appeared. Truly, has the good 
gentleman cause for vezaldon; — one son fever- 
stricken and dying ; ■ — and t'other murdered 
or worse by the haydnihacka of the Puszcza. 
Word has long been current in the country that 
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a ruffianly spirit wae lurkit^ about Lubi- 
onki." 

"Asd having changed garaients wi& thee," 
enquired Mineczka, growing paler and paler, 
" Felinski quitted thee on the highway, and 
lu« been heard of no moreT"— 

"With the gracious mistresB's leave, exacdy 
and truly bo;" — 

" On, Blasek, to the farm," coodnued ehe 
fiuntly, "and rsmijuD within call, that shoula 
my father wish to question thee thon mayeat 
not be wanting." 

And -as the herdsman plodded slowly upward, 
towud the mangioQ-houee, Michaelokski's daugh- 
ter, with tremaloOB steps, and a fainting heart, 
' followed him at a distance, l^e whole world 
appeared receding from her; ^e fi^t as if, — but 
for some desperate effort, on her;own pwt, — all 
Hhat she loved wwild be wreitched firom her ; all 
to whose affection her life had been attached, — all 
on whose futare tendemees her ' hopes had caused 
her to lean someidlat too fondly 1 — It was for- 
tunate that on eotering the hall dje encountered 
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with her &ther, ere the desperate resolution she 
had takes had time to melt avay . 

" Gtirl ! " cried Michaelokski, as she entered, 
with a d^;ree of stenmesa arieiog from ctm- 
stemation at the evil tidings already beginning 
to spread at the ferm,^ — ''whence comest thou?" — 

" Father!" cried she, falling on her knees 
and clasping her hands towards him, — and the 
tears streamed down her marUe cheeks with the 
effort that restored her power of utterance, — 
" Father — father ! have pity on me ! Juc^ments 
are abroad in the land ; tempt, oh ! tempt not 
the rigour of the Ahutghty. by hardening thy 
heart agajnst thy diild." 

" I~ harden not my lieart against tUee, my 
poor Mina," cried he, raising her from the floor 
and clasping her in his anuB, where ^e dang 
and clui^ in exquisite tendemeei and grief, " It 
is thou who art willing to say Fare*eU to the 
parent that ibr nineteen year? hath' fostered thee 
in bis bosom, rather than ovwcome thy re- 
pugnance to the homeliness of feature of poor 
Ttepomuk." . 
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*' It ia not of that repugnance or that bridal 
I hare now to spedt," said she, — the anguish c^ 
her sool impre&ang itwlf on ever; qoiTetii^ 
feature' ** Bat take me hence, father, — take me 
to Lublowicz. Jnlinsz Felinski is lud npon a 
bed of sickness, — Konetanty has dieappeared, and 
as it is believed, by violence. I have parting 
words for my kind — kind friend : I have tears 
to weep for one who would willingly have blest 
me vith the name of w^e. Take me to Lub- 
lowicz V — 

" Is this mtudenly ? " — cried Michaelokski, 
startled by the excess of her emotions ; but draW' 
ing her towards the open casonent, that the air 
might' &n her cheek, while he placed her ns in 
their haj^er hours upon his kneee, with her brow 
resting on his shoulder. "Felinski must be in 
sore affliction; and would scarcely welcome us 
in such an hour of anxiety ? " — 

" From whom would he seek solace if not 
fWim her who so loTed his sons, — ^whom his eotts 
80 loved ? Take me father, take me to Lublowicz." 

"I will proceed tiiither," repUed her father 
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oofnpaaBionBting her distress : '* and bring back, 
at my ntmost speed, intelligence from the farm." 

'* Father, father ! — I have no fortitude for 
■u^iense," cried she. Leave me here, and I shiUl 
die of the beating of my over-tasked heart." 

" Calm these perturbations," cried Michael- 
(dCE^, growing serioudy alarmed. " I will in- 
Bbtfitly away." 

"And Jwill follow," cried Mineczka, throwing 
off all further reserve. " Alone, — ^unattended,: — 
foot-bleeding, — heart-bleeding, — will I perform 
the journey ! — Restrain me not — forbid me not ! 
A fiiither'B voice is peremptory : — ^but a cry etili 
more peremptory is stirring in my soul, — even 
the voice him who should have been my hus- 
band : and who for niy sake adventured among 
the baydumacka of the Puszcza." — 

A load tnmult in the offices suspended the 
words on her lips. The remonBtmnces, menaces, 
utd imprecations of Michaelokaki's boors, as- 
sembled for their noon-day meal, wre loud in 
the affray : but above them all rose the shrill 
cries of Szatzka. 

VOL. II. O 
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" Ye shall not have him, — ye shall not take 
himl" cried the indignant damsel. " He is inno- 
cent — Blazek is innocent I — He went not forth of 
his own wilt, nor on his own errand : and what 
motive had ke of strife or enmity against the 
young Captain l " 

"The temptation of a pnrse stored wiu 
one hundred golden ducats ! " replied a hoarM 
Toice, which Mieha^lokski had little difficult; in 
attrihuting to Karolek the chief Haydack at- 
tached to the service of the Grodski of Lnbloyst. 

" Had any evil chanced to the young gen- 
tleman at hit hands, think ye that Blasek 
would have made instant way to Luhlowicz to 
deposit the garments and horse left with him? 
Pretty ministers are ye of justice, to be caught 
in a cobweb ! I tell ye, were the case reversed, 
-^had the Panenko been found possessed of 
Blazek's garments, (Blazek, the poor herdsman, 
having been missed from the country or even 
found gashed, bleeding, or dead by the way-side) 
— ye would have as soon dreamed of citing the 
Kii^ of Poland himself to your blciod • 
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Ratusz, as' ot acoising ;oung Fdingki -of murder 
or mischief!" 

" Perhaps sb, pretty ■ maiden ; gitice, as thy 
betters know, it needs fitr a citizen of the Re- 
pubUc to be taken in the act and convicted 1^ 
thb ocolar evidence of four nobles, his equals, 
ere arrest can be made good on -his person. But 
fot this boor of the Wcaiuozko estate, he must 
away with me." 

" This must be looked taV cried Michaelokski, 
relinquishing his daughter's half fainting form, 
and rtishing forth to interrogate the Hayducks 
toucEii^ tlie misdemeanonr t^ his Tsssal. "In- 
justice shall not work wrong upon a serf of 
tny lands'." 

"And / mast tarry here, and listen to the 
threats of the avengers of his blood!" — «ried Mi* 
heczka, pressing her hfmds to' her ears, lest she 
should chance to' hear some declaration oa the 
"partof thedf&cers of justice corroborative of her 
own worst suspicions. 

Bat in another iQinote po6r. little Szatzka wat 

Hi 
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weeping at her knees, implning aid and inter- 



*' The gracionfl mistreoB knows," cried she, 
" that 'twas for her sake only Blazek underto(^ 
this errand: — that he had no thought ^ visit Lub* 
lowicz or go forth mto the Puszcza, bat at our 
bidding and intercession. — Speak tot him, speak 
for him \ — they are strapping him to a Haydock'a 
horae to cany him off to justice !" ■ 

"And if they are, dear Szatzka," cried the 
yoaoglady, "the poor fellow has donenowrong, 
and no wrong can be dotie nnto him. Fear notl 
There is hope while there is life. But for Kon- 
stanty " 

"These men hare anthori^ for what they 
do," exclaimed Michaaokski, hastily re^nterii^ 
the room; — "bat I will accompany them to Lnb- 
loyst to see that no &lBe swearing prevails 
BgMnst the fool Blazek ; and return quickly and 
with good, tidings, Szatzka, lo(t to thy young 
mistress I" 

Mineczka would have spoken — remonstrated; 
— ^but voice was denied her: And in a few mi- 
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nutes the sound of the meaeared tramp of tbe 
Haydacks' departing troop -horBea warned her 
■tfiat they were already on their route to the 
Ratosz. 
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"Whta Ike ipeab, 
TIs h'ke a cbime a mending ; — vitli teimt nniquued,' 
Wbicb, from the tongue of rouinj^ Typhon dropp'd, 
Would Mem hypecbolei. 



It IB not from dierespect towards the liigh office and 
estate of Pan Dzieduszycki, the honourable Grodskj 
of Labloyst, that he has been lutherto withheld 
from the reverence of the reader. We have wuted 
to introduce him upon the scene in aff the pride, 
' pomp, and circumstance of glorious office ; to 
pourtray him surrounded by bis guard of Hay* 
ducks, and other fuuctiouaries of his microscopic 
empire. 

Had he been less than enpematurally dense 
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of intellect the worthy Grodski could have 
ecarcdy foiled tti acquire some sdiall propor> 
tion of fools' wisdom, — the wisdom of experi* 
ence; — during the thirty-and-two years he had 
reigned cfver the hbertiee of Lubloyst, — castigated 
the backslidinjgs of its dtizens,' — and refrigerated 
1^ his edicts the hot blood of the foresters of 
Lubionkt. But his Worship ( a blessing be- 
stowed by Coaat Brtihl upon the Pohsh subjects 
of his Saxon master) was a man more addicted 
to the fi-agrant weed than to study of men or 
books. — He never i-ead, — never listened, — and 
was only secured from the shame of exposure by a 
third negation, — ^he never talked ; — the pipe which 
«)nstantly engrossed his mouth was at least useful 
in saving him from the unlawful exercise of his 
Divans of speech. Phlegmatic as a Dutchman, 
his- despotism was as undemonstrative as the 
fotal but invisible progress, of dry-rot, and like 
Sehiller's grand Inquisitor, he had grown old in 
the silent enjoyment gf cruelty and oppression ; — 
but the abject servility ofhisnbture had placed him 
high in esteem with the Starosts and Kasztellans 
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of the WaiTodat. The dungeons under the Rynek 
of Lobloyst told no tales ; and were serrioeable 
in sparing a world of words to the taciturn 
minister of justice, to whom was consigned the 
custody of the keys of their iron-bolted doors. 

But Woe to those whose sins against the law 
compelled &e' Grodski to remove the pipe from 
his mouth, for purposes of invest^ation and con- 
demnation ! — 

The night that witnessed the forcible seizure 
of Salomea the Zydowka had not, aa announce 
by the Predco presiding over her arrest, pro- 
duced so unprecedented a contingency as the 
prolongation till midnight of the sitting of a 
tribunal at the Ratusz. It was the policy of 
the stealthy Grodski to execute the more odious 
fuDctions of his office' as far as possible under 
the cover of darkness ; and the woman had 
been arrested in her own suburb when there 
was least probaluli^ of outcry or rerastsnce, 
and thrown into a dungeon for the night, only 
that he might examine her at his Idsure at the 
earliest hour of morning. What mattered the 
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Buffern^ that might arise from darkness,— ehoke- 
damp,— or the" dimy cliogmg pf the' l^ptijes to 
bw hmds and &6e ; — ^wfts she not a miaerable 
Zydovka I 

Had the Qrodski been at the pama to con- 
eider the character of his prisoner, he m%bt 
have been tempted to a difierent mode of pro- 
cedure. . Salomea waa of a different order of 
spirit firom those with whom he was in habitnat 
contact ; and though his Worsjiip had often- found 
cold, hunger, oad isolation produce an advanta- 
geouB effect upon contumaciouB captives, — bring- 
ing ddwa the tone of their minds and voices to a 
de^dedly minor key, — ^he was accosted by Sa- 
lomea, on her appearance at the bar of the tri- 
bunal, with a vociferation of n^ and menaces, 
such tta, during his thirty aud two years of Grod- 
akihood, had never before greeted his ears; — 
denouncing him as an umighteous judge- — a 
despicable man,— and the most hoodwinked' of 
Grodskis and fathers! — 

" To tear me from my household home, by tbe 
violent hands of constable and hayducks, and thrust 
d5 

Dgitiz^dbv Google 



fi6 THB COKFBDBBATBB 

me into A hole Bwarming with irater-newts and 
■creeping things unclean! "—cried she. "Wassuch 
treatment fitting reward, — oh ! wacpan of a Grod- 
Bkt,^-for one in whoee book of debtonihip stand 
the names of your three gawlr^ daughters, forfard 
: — beauty-washes — and pomander, — enough to 
have tricked out all'the stage-players of Warsaw V 
— A nod from the Grodski brought the staff of 
the Hayduck smartly across her shoulders in 
interruption of her harangue. 

"Ay, smite!" she cried, as soon as the sur- 
prise and pain of the blow gave leisure for words. 
" Smite — scourge — incarcerate — hang — anato- 
mize ! — for with Bach arms dcf the oppreseorB per- 
petuate their mle over the land. — Strike again !" 
she exclaimed, taming towards the grim Hayduck 
by whom she had been chastised, " strike till the 
bones crack under your Bat<^,' or till the stag^ 
nated blood blackens the mangled fl^h under 
your blows. — I shall not feel it; — ^not a pang or 
ache will penetrate the marrow of the poor old 
withered Zydowka : — blesangB for once on your 
icy dungeon - depths, which have paralyzed her 
aged limbs !" — 

Dgitiz^dbv Google 



OV LDBIOKET. B9 

The Hajduck cast a~ wistful glance towaniU the 
chair of the Grodiki, in .ea^teetation of a second 
nod, a^thn^sii^ aiioUier official hint to thit r&> 
' ctuaiit. ■ But liis worship gare rent to his wrath 
in a Tolauunoos puff of gmoke ; and kept ii£ not 
his temper)— hi« paace. 

">Spesk dotard I" cried Salomea, losii^ all 
' s^nse of fear or diame, in the despenition of im- 
potent ragie. " Hast brought, me here a prisonor 
of Tstate, only to see thee sit nodding thy head like 
rome paged of pottery-ware among the trinkets 
of onr warehouse ; — op puffing forth thy recking 

breath, even ati"- 

, . Bat the Haydnck waited no longer the 
mandate of bis master. Nothing doabting that 
his zeal in defiance of the honour of his Majesty's 
and the Republic's constitnted auliiorities would 
sanction the iiTeguUrity, he ' inSicted a second 
and double measure of punishment upon the 
frantic Zydowka, 

" I would, kuaTe, thou wert lessgentle in thy 
admouitionB," cried Salomea, taming to the Hay- 
dock, with B cqunlenance involuntarily flushed 
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by anguish, but distorted 1^ a forced Bmile of 
exultation. "Trample me in the dost, — into 
duet, if thou wilt ; — for I tell thee that every g^rain 
thereof— -were it fine ag the dust of the idols cast 
of old into the brook Kedroa, — shall arise and 
testify against thee." — 

" Keep thy breath, brawlhig woman, to an- 
swer his worship's interrogation," said the Hay- 
dack ; familiar with all the movementd of his su- 
perior, and perceiving that the pipe of the yery 
worshipful the Grodski.was within a puff of ex- 
tinction. — And according to lus anticipations, he 
now received a signal inducii^ him to plant the 
prisoner immediately opposite the judgment^seat, 
where a strong light from the lofty windows 
fell Adl and accusingly upon her &ce ; while 
himself and an assistant placed themselves' closdiy 
on rather side, so as to obtiua ample mastery over 
her movements. 

" Salomea !— wife of the Zyd Ssmuhl, of the 
town of Lubloyst. in the Palatinate of Mazowsze," 
said the Grodski, having carefully wiped the 
clinging moisture firom his ^isly mu8tachio» 
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that his ennoeiatiob -might be as irf as the words 
it eonTeyed. " What manner of man was he who, 
jeetemigfat was a Be'nnight, bronght and deposited 
ib thy dwelling a prodigiouB bale of contraband 
goods, — tobacco, as it would appear, or k^mesr 
or wax, or Bpices (as future searidi of the premises 
will determine,) of sTifficient account to warrant 
the return of thy spouse from a journey tmdeN 
talken, in order to preside over ite secretement or 
distribution ?" — 

To this preamble, Salomea replied 1^ a siteer 
of bitter and withering cont^npt. 

" I ask thee what manner of man 1" persisted 
Ae CJrodski, — 

The prisoner was still silent ; when the Hay-> 
duck, agun instigated by a signal of authority^ 
Bwzed the brawny arm of the Jewess, extiendiug 
it fonably to receive . a further measure of 'BB.tog 
strokes — 

" The secret is scarce worth waste of labcAir," 
said Salomea, scomfiilly — "Keep the strength of 
thy arm for the infliction of heavier punishment 
on some weaker victim," 
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"What maaner of inaa, theat" .oried th« 
Grodskj, suspending .&.e -work, of' his femiliRr. 

" A manner of man 'ireak, paltry,, and ruth* 
less as thyself^" replied Salomea, witfaoul attempt^ 
JDg to withdrair W arm from the grasp that 
jaaw relax^ in its preesare. " Like thyself, a 
,dc^ fed with the cruciiba apportioned to be the 
children's bread ; — like thyself, the ihadow of 
a puf^t, set np by the senate to scare thfe 

crows from their com ; — like thyself " 

, " Name and definfe not," said the Grodski, 
apparently hardened to her taunts. " I reqmro 
facts, not opinions." 

" Thou didst ask what manner of jnao, or my 
ears as , well aa thy Ups are liars," cried the 
^dadous woman, eager to pay back in bitterness 
:the pain she had received in the Sesh. — 

"I amend my speech then; — what ffja»?— 
Whence came he, — whither went he?" — 

*' He came from dcung the work of Satan, thy 
master and his ; — and went back, for aught I 
know or care, to receive the wages of hia labour V 

' ' And his name V — , 
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". Look oTer the moeter roll of thy 1»«threii 
in iniqiiity, and see which of diem waa absent 
from his poat." — 

The GrotUki had been wise enough to remit 
^he patuehment of Salomea's foul-mouthed in- 
Bolescej but he was not pr^tared to pardon eqni- 
Tocation that threatened defeat to his purpose ; 
and this time, several sharp end well distributed 
blows caused the chamber of the tyrannous tri- 
bunal to rii^ a» with an echo of the mirth Of 
fiends. 

" And rmwf what name V — 

"The name of a double-dealer and knave," 
eried Salomea, " since in accomplishment of hU 
artful designs, f doubt not I am brought hither."-^ 

" His name I" 

" Corse on i> and thee," she exclaimed, ^od- 
mg herteeth with the intensity of hatred. — " Twas 
the minion of the Gzartoryski,— Konstsoi^ Fe- 
linaki."-— 

*' Konstanty Felinski !" shouted the Astraiished 
Grodski, in so loud a key that the accents reached 
the ears of an indiyidual who had juet applied a 
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key of office to the lo^ of tHe Justice-bftU, and 
Tras approfiching ^e ttiboiiat. — 

"Wlio Bpeakfi of my son? — who knoweth 
aught of Konstantyf— ejacnlated the Fann.cr of 
Lablowicz, taking hie p]|fice on a seat at the left 
hand of the Grodeki, appropnated to the elder* 
of the district. , " This woman ! is she not Salo-> 
mea, the Zydowka?" — 

" With submission to our good ftiend, Eusta- 
chy Felinski," said the GiradBki, sweUing like a 
turkey-cock, " we are now in course of examin- 
ation and may not be interrupted. The forms of 
die Coart of the Ratusz are imperative," 

" Talk not to me, I pray you, of forme," siud 
Felinski, — but rather excuse my lack of courtesy, 
that I greet you with no common forms of greet- 
ing, You, a iather, and my friend of so many 
yeart, will admit my claim to indulgence. — Ju- 
liu82, my boy, lies dying : — Koqstanty, my son, 
has mysteriously disappeared." 

" Chtystus !" ezlaimed the Orodski, who had 

long fixed an eye upon both to become his eons- 

~ in-law. " How is all this t— The Zydowka here 
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is in the act of accuBation against the young Cap-' 

tain as a emn^Ier and law-breaker; and yoii 
,say he has escaped the ends of Justice."— 

" The ends of Justice !" cried Felinsld, pee- 
■vishly. — "That I did but know where to seek 

him and bring him forth in refutation' ef such 

idle calumnies !"— 

*' Compliunis tendered to a tribunal of the 
■Repubhc, cannot be termed an idle calomny,** 
observed the Grodeki. — 

" Meanwhile, let me pray you to hasten the 
dismissal of this wretched woman,'t^nd grant m^ 
the wd of a few Hayducks for the purpose of 
Tiutiog certain recesses of the Fuszcza, where I 
have yet hopes that my son may be forcibly de* 
tained.— -The Jama of the W^larze— the— -^" 

"What should the yoong Capbun be dtring 
at the Jamat" inqiured the Grodskj. "Years 
ago, the tale ran that his heart was enthralled 
by the sparkling of a black diunond ; — ^but the 
wench, if I . remember, thought fit to wash ofF 
the st^n of her grimy vocation by a plunge into 
the Vistula ?"— 
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"Jest not now" said (he oohappy fedier. 
."Have mercy on my anzie^; and gnnt me 
wHrmnt of arrest gainst Ignacy the V|^^larz, 
and bis sons t " — ■ 

" You ate positively bent on searehing the 
.JamaT" 

"I am." 

" Spare your pains :" suddenly interrupted 
the Zydowka, — "The gilded t<^ yon tender bo 
deariy is not so fer to seek." 

"What means the woman?" exclaimed 
Felinaki, approaching her. " If yoa . knOT 
aught of Koiutanty's aUenee and abiding 
phtce, — instantly acqn^nt me with your intel> 
ligence."-^ 

"Another night or two passed in the dun- 
.geons of the. Rynek," replied Salomea, with 
the m<3St- vexatious deliberation,' "may incline 
-me to oblige you." — 

" Pan Qrodskil " esdaimed Felinski. " Yon 
bear her! — she mocks the judgment-seat, — she 
•disrespects this presence and tribunal."-^ 

"Say rather that she practises upon your 
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&im {umetfi" replied tiie man in office.. *'Be- 
fime yonr entrance,. I fbimd occasion to. teach 
her a .leseoa of reverence to myietf and my 
Buthont^." 
- ' .' ^'■■henk.jmil "said Salomea, (the care of her 
-own safety ^rei^soming aren her deeire iif ref> 
venge.) " You have captured and impiasoned 
me on false pretences, during the- absence of 
Szmnhl, my huehand, to mj great mfiering and 
disparagi9nent;and it were Intt righteona dealing 
onnty^ part-to ctmtribnte in return my mite to 
Ae auf^entfition of jour trouble and disquiet. 
But I will deal with you as becomes a generous 
daughter of Judah, treating with false - hearted 
Christiaiis, I knmo yonr son's place of retreat! — 
■I beheld - him :&oe to face, last night, where, 
I warrant bfti^ he adll tarrieB/'-n- 
. - "Hal — speakthen" — cried Felinski—" Whi- 
ther mnst I seek him ? " — 

'^ Softly I— we mnst first assign terms of mu- . 
-tnal obligation." . 

.*' Name theni— juuneihem ! ". — cried Felinski; 

" Speak ! " sud the Grodski, authoritatively. 
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- " Speak rather thou," replied Salamea. " Tis 
only on thjr promise of im^uit enkrgemeDt lliat 
I will latj^ this man." ' . • 

" And thou doet pledge thy word, oi> penanoB 
of chaBtuemeiit, that the man larho was noted, 
to visit thy wretched dwelling at the stated 
hour on the stated nigbt, was none oth^ than 
KiHUtanty I^eliluki I " — 

'* Even BO 1 " 

"And that, on condition of being set A- 
liberal thoa wilt acqoaint us with his place 
of retreat, that he may himself answer to the 
diai^l" 

"Agwn, — even sol" 

" What security have we for her fulfil'' 
ment of the contract? " — cried Felinski. " ITiis 
woman may send as moonraking to the lake 
of Lnbionki ; — ^herself, meanwhile, escaping from 
detention." — 

" Fear nothing on that score," mouthed old 
Duednszycki. " The strong arm of ottr autbori^ 
will not fitil to reach the Zydowka, wherever 
she may please to betake howlf.'' — . 
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" Fear nothing on that score 1" repeated Salo- 
taea ; ** for i wiU myself remain here, as hostage), 
till the fanner of Lnblovicz retanu with ih&. 
jwiDg man. his eon." 

" So near- that he may be instantly sought 
andfoundl" — 

"I gaessed as much!" cried the- Grodski., 
*' Did we not behold him on the very day of his 
arrival at Lnbloyat, pafleying and dallying' with 
pretty Bozetzka the Karomia maiden! — Qo to!^ 
ndghbonr Felinski!^ — ^thoa hast been over-fear* 
fill." • 

" Who talis of Rozetaka 1" , cried the Zydowka 
coDtemptnously. " Get y© to the dw«lling of 
Szmnbl my husband, in the suburb ; and there 
shall ye find — " 
"MyBonT— 

'< Parleying and dallying- with tis pu«mouT 
the mummer of the Jarmark, — the daughter of 
Ignacy the Wgglarz." 

"Great God I" exclaimed Felinski, clasping 
his hands! "Doroeka still living T — That wer^ 
repayal for all my vexatiwis I" 
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'* Wretch !" cried the Grodski witt a gesture 
of menace at the Zydowka, "darest thou 'tbotf 
audaciouBly rtow in my presence the evil practioes 
and usances of thy miseraUe dwelling t" — ■ 

*' And wherefore not T — Vfhy shotild ' the I'awi 
and law makers who have heaped, in&my on 
our tribe, marvel that they find a Zydowka tnfon 
mous!" said SaloUiea, with a bitter laugh.-r- 
"We trifle," cried Felinski, — . 
" What hast thou better now to do than seek 
thy 8oa acawdihg to! her instigation ?"--*aid fha 
Grodski.— 

*'* Spare me' the mortification of such an 
ferrand," replied the fenner, " by deigning to de- 
spatch the Haydocka'of the Ratusz' to th^ 'man- 
sion of the Zyd." 

'^ With all my heart. — I have my own objects 
to forward in the discofery." Go !" <iontinued the 
Grodski to the constables by whom the Fredoo 
had been accompanied the preceding night. 
*' Make entry anew into the Zydowka's habtt^on, 
and bring hither the young Captain Konstanty. 
" A ducat of Hollirtd, if thou art soccessinl,! 
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-aud Felineki to the cMef Uayduck, as tW com^ 
pai^ of constables quitted the jnatice room — 
And such was the origin of the visit, which 
the inhabitants of the Jewish saburb attribnted 
to their own representation of the strange noises 
heard throughout the night in the dwelling of 
the Jew aenrer. 

Daring the anxious moments of their absence, 
Salomea was alternately Bubjected to examination 
hy the Grod^ touching die bale of contraband 
goods; and by Felinski, touching her knowledge 
of Konstanty and his proeeedings, and more par^ 
ticulariy the renewal of his connection with Doska 
the daughter of the W^larz. But Salomea, ab- 
sorbed in terror lest the domiciliary Visit of the 
Hayducks, — ^which she had little anticipated, — 
should lead to a discovery of th& vaulted paseage 
and the mighty train of interests and mysteries 
with which it woe associated, could not be brought 
to utter a coherent reply. — She knew that the 
safety of the Confederatioii of the Holy Cross 
depended on the blindness of the officials; — and 
kept silence, even Irom g^ood words ! 
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Hb stalks up and down like a p«wock— a ttcide and a atand i 
nmbiales, like an hostess that hath no arithmetic to Mt down 
her reckoning ; hites his lip with a politic n^ard, pt who shonM 
■ay there were wit In this head an 'twould oot. And lo there 
b. Bat it Uet coldly in him like fin In a flint, and wiU not 
forth irithoDt knocking.-— 



It may appesr strange to those acqaamted, like 
our readers, -with the enstence of the secret cod- 
nectioD between tlie dwelling of Szmobl the Zyd 
and the Zakon Jesnit^Wj that it could be overlooked 
bj the ofiicerB of justice dispatched to sarvey the 
prenuses. — But bo it remembered that they were 
commiBsioned only to bring before .the tribunal 
of tbe BatuBz the penons of Captain Felinaki 
and his female companion, without qiedfleation 
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of further duty;^-that the two chambers,— the 
street-room and the inner, — were precisely in 
^ thfi Bame condition they had been left on bar- 
ring np the doors after the arrest of Salomea ; — 
and that hang^gs of arras were of common 
occurrence in the beit^ order of Jewish habi- 
tations. 

"We found ell, quiet and solitary in the 
dweinng of Szmuhl," said they on their return 
to the KatuBz irom th^ir bootless expedition ; 
"all B6 we ourselves left it yesternight. No 
Felinski, — ^no damsel was there. The Zydowka, 
for Some evil purpose, has beguiled us with false 
intelligence."-^ 

" She has mocked us with idle mockery ! " 
ciied old Felinski, his anxieties recurring on 
-this disappointment of his hopes. 

" She has trifled with our authority ! " cried 
the Gntdski. 

" She has lost as our doable ducat," mut- 
tered the Haydocks. 

" Alas ! " cried Salomea, wringing her hands, 
— "who BO great a safferer by hia escf^ as 

vol. II. E 
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myself? — Behold! do I not i^em^ bound in 
the hands of the PhiliBtineB ? " — 

'' You pereiflt then, wretched woman ! that 
my son was there?" — 

"By the God of Abraham, Izaac and Jacol^ 
I swear td you that the youth stood andbr my . 
rbof-tree ; — last night, within half on hour of the 
. ringing of the curfew." — 

" Under your ■ gracious worship's pardon," 
Baid the chief Hayduck, addr^e^ng the Grod- 
ski, "this woman lies in her teeth. The doors 
and shutters of her dwelling did we close last 
night, sealing them with the signet of die Ratusz ; 
which seals we found, erewhile, unbroken and 
untoudied. No man can have found issue from 
the house since she quitted it." 

By this declaration, the whole truth W(is of 
course made manifest to the Zydow^. She 
entertained no doubt that Doska, during her 
seeming insensibility, had become acquainted 
with the secret of the subterranean {Mtssage ; and 
OB the alarm of the preceding night had point- 
ed it out to Eonstanty as a means of escape 
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for both. Hot far the grand mystery of the 
Cooiederates of Lubionki might have been in. 
Tolved in the discoTery, she could not, indeed, 
conjecture; but aware of the mitltitude of 
Urea (including her husband's and her own) 
dependent . cm. the maintenance of the secret, 
^e reeolved to resign herself patiently to cap- 
tivity, rather than utter another Byllable to 
eQdai^i: the Bafely of the conspirators. A 
yeiy short time would bring back her husband 

. fropa Lithuania, and secure her release ; — for 
between Szmnhl and the Grodski there had 
long existed secrets of traffic and cooniTance, 
whose disclosure would be almost as impqrtant 
to the Well-being of the man in office, as that of 
the Confederacy of 'Lubionki to the Palatine 

' of Mazowze, — Like the convicted logo, there- 
fore, Salomea obstinately closed her lips against 
all further discloeures ; although tha fervour of 
Felinski's prayers for information, and the fervour 
of the Grodski's threats of castration, might 
have moved a woman of only common obstinacy. 
"1 have w^hing more to telll" said she 
B 2 
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in reply to bis mencices. '* Ye cannot press oil 
Jrom a etone ; ye cumot extort confession vbere 
there is uought to confess. " — 

" At what hour, iaidet thou, he was with 
thee in thy dwelling?" enquired Felinski. 

" I hare said it — and will say no mwe." 

*' At what hour sud she ?"— perBiBted Fe- 
linski, turning to the Hayducks.— 

"If your Excellency pleases," said he of the 
Baitog, brightening np with a renewed hope of 
winnii^ the doable ducat, " wiAin some miHutes 
of the fire>bell ; — nor could it have been mneh 
later, for the <^ime tolled out as we crossed 
the Rynek with our priBtmer." 

'* Then idly have I lost tny time \" cried 
Felinski — "for two hoars later was my 8l>n 
Been to enter the Puszcza." 

"Ay?" — involuntarily ejaculated the, Zy- 
dowka, her swarthy face flushing deeply, and 
an expression of inquietude taking possesuon of 
ker countenance. 

' " It-is averred by Blazek the hen^nao bf 
the Wraniczko farm, that about midnight the 
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youth eDcoimtered with him at'Ostrommptezcli, — ' 
iiUHSted (HI assuming the Chlopkian drese,— 
aud — " 

" Made towards Lubionki 7 " — exclaimed 
Salomea. — ■ *' The Lord of hosts in his mercy 
foi-bid !"~ 

"So earnest?" — interrupted the Girodeki, 
'* I espy more mischief in this woman ! " 

Again the Zydowka ass^med an air of BuUeo 
obduracy. 

" Were it not well, to'conjfront the wife of 
Szmuhl with this second witness?" interrupted 
thePredco who bad entered the Justice Hall 
with the Haydack, <tn their return' from the 
Jewish suburb. — ■ 

" If his worship pleasesV ciied the Hayduck, 
\rB DHght fetch hither the h«^sm&n Blazek from 
Wraniczko, and be back again within the second 
hourr— 

""Ks well!"— 8(dd the Grodski, who was 
grotring weary of his unusual o^ertions and 
anxiouB to shake off the business. *' Fredco l-^ 
make out warrant of arrest for the fellow !— 
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KKTolek, remove the woman to her dmigeoa; 
ftBd you, friend Felinaki, come home io my 
hoQse and eat a monthftil while. the train is 
laying;"— 

"~Wiihin how short a time imdartake ym* to 
bring hither the body of Blazekl" — said the 
fiinner to the constables.— 

"With yonr excellent peimismon, in tro 
boorB." — ' 

" llien shall I have time and to spare I" re> 
plied Felinaki, as though thinking alond. — 
•'Thanks, Grodski, thanks for yonr good will. 
I must profit by the interval to hasten home to 
my Buffering sou." — ^And as he qnitted the chank- 
ber, the &rmer Was observed to utter a piassing 
whisper to the Predc^and hia H^rduoks. 

*' And soch are the anxieties," nmsed the 
good farmer, as be pricked hurriedly homewards, 
" in tile &ce of which weak sighted mortals covet 
the duties of paternity. — My sons ! — ^roy Sons ! — 
very heavily is my ^e disquieted for your safety. 
Ye go £rom me even as the vapours of the morn- 
ing. My home is about to become desolate ;-^ 
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for lo ! I ^aye hwpe4 up ricli«8 and cannot tell 
wbo ^all gather tb£i)i j"— 

Bat as be appvoaebed the last enclosure lead- 
ing to Luhlowicz, ^& feelings of terror and af- 
dictiw were (ifmvsi^d into indignation by the 
eight of Nepomuoen^ trudging towards him 
with Ti'^ailacb bounding by bis side ; — the iace 
of the Inbber difitended into ifs ujuarrat atniles, 
and the beast apparently animated to its wild- 
est gambols by th« satisfaction of its master 
To FeUnski ^ presence of Pulaislti's son was 
at all times unwelcome. He hated him for his 
grosBneas,-^his stupidity, — and for his engage- 
ment with Minecska Michaelokslui. Thongh 
Jolinsz had refrained from expresung in his fa- 
ther's preaeneo aught that might lead to the 
detection of his attachment for the betrothed wife 
id Nepomucen> Ffilinski had not been slow Uf 
diseem the bent of his inclinatione ; and in the 
bitterness of his recent vexation, was oflen tempt- 
ed to &ncy that the pang o£ disappointed affec- 
tions was the origin of that recklessneBS and des- 
peratltHi with which die young man had plunged 
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racy. UoBble to conceive tlie pcesibilitf that Hie 
yoaag lady of Wraniczko, or any otiier young )sdy, 
could- remain ineenBible to t2ie devotion of bis 
noble Juliosz, he imagined that but for tbe dattns 

. of Nepomneen a happy onion wonld have secored 
the prosperity and secori^ of the Son of his 
nSoe&oim. On all accounts, therefore, the mirth- 
fol mood in which the lubber advanced to greet 
him was sovereignly displeasing. 
" "Good day, and a happy, happy greeting to 

. yon, Pan Felinski," cried he, capering antioly 
forward, ao as to impede tbe advance of the 
former's horee.— 

"Detain me not, yoni^ nnn," replied Fe> 
luiski, " I have no leisure for fooling." — 

" Never believe me if / have greater incli- 
nation for't!" cried the lubber, f^Bsii^ up his 
confederatka • cap in the air, and exhibiting 
bis shaven crown,. — "My heart is mtsrry, and 
not my head giddy."—- 

"Then art thoQ no m^te for me," replied the 
fitrmert jn^x^tient of his gambols, "for 1o! my 
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hemt IB beayy «itli many troubles. — '^t ge my 
rein, Nepomneen, and ferew^l," — 

"Poor thanks for my good news!" s&id'ttte 
hilijber, a cloud overvasdng his broad, good-'faa- 
ntonred face. 

" What news— what?— Ib Konetanty return- 
ed ? — Bpeak." — 

^''KonBtanty might come and go, or stay away 
fi%timeB in the twelvemontJiB," ijaoth Nepomucen 
with his usual prolixity, " and his comings, 'go- 
ings, or tarryingB would bring never so-much as a 
' God save us,' from me, or a wag of the twl from" 
TraBzIach. Konstanty is t«o h^h an n|Aolder 
of himself above earth's common creatures to 
possess much hold upon their love/' — 

"Of whom then your news?" — 

" Of my dear JulioBz ! — my own Jnliiiez ! — 
my friend Jalinsz !" cried the lubber, tears of 
affection Btarting into his eyes. " N^ver believe 
me but all my way to Lnblowicz this mom- 
iug, I blubbered and blubbered like the nun 
that plays the Mater Dohrota in our Easter 
pageant at the Jarmark. And when E reached 
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ths &nn in companj with our g^jod brotfaer 
Joachim — " 

"Ha! hai the Priest beea with hirnt"— 
" Father Joachim ia aoeouoted of maaya 
ekilAiller leech than even Doctor Szemioth of 
Wodarodka; and 'Uumgh perinpe a trifle lees 
experienced than he takes himself to be, stall 
of Terjr high accoont for pharmacy and 's^ing 
(rf Edmples." — 

*' What said he of my son T' cried Felinski, 
oncertaih whether he shoold not gain earlier in- 
telligence by makii^ all speei houoAwards, than 
by parleying with the blockheads— 

" Marry, he sud, — (what with all respect to 
his reverence, I think was pretty well known 
before,) that Juliiisz Felinski was Teiy lU." 

" Is that thy cause of gleet"— wid the fether 
angrily. 

"Upon which, the woman KatarUynka fell 
exclaiming diat his aid and coansel were wanting,, 
and not his homiliee; and taking him' aside, ere 
he was well indined to reUoqaish his patient's 
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ided x>f iufa,r^jea or noi*— would tiie 
-boylire— w<mld thebdydie?" — . 

*' ^Jid he twunreredr' gasped Felinski. 

"Not a word!"—- ■ 

'* Hj. son — mj eoal " &lt«r£d the cjd man. 
. ^* Never beUere me," contmned Nqiranutea, 
'*if inatead of replyinir, the pmst laogbed pot 
tHttright in hw &ce. For, quoth he, the youth 
is bat ferered in hie veina by over ezcitemoat of, 
hewt or head, — thought or feeling; and iteball 
go hard bat, with the aid of the lancet, we will «et 
him on foot, ay 1 and on horseback too, in a day 
or flo." 

Felin&ki'B fint movement was to on^Ter hig 
head, and raise his eyes devoutly to the sky ; 
his next, to lean &om his horee and stretch 
forth his hand towards Nepomucen Pulafeki, 
who waa twain making antic demonstrations of 
delight. 

" I thank thee for my son l" said the &nner; 
a^ his heart was too foU to utter more. 

" 1Wk.tru!?-^thauk Qod «nd the ^xtd bro- 
ther !" cried N^Konacen ; " though the first I 
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Btt^iect thou hast already dooe, and the second art 
about to do. At the first tidings of Jnlima'fl sick- 
ness, I sorely lamented me that Szmuhl the Zjd> 
accounted the first healer in the eouatry, waA 
off to Lithuania, — never believe me but I -did. 
But now that Uie priest promiseB so fairly all 
seems right t^in. So forward^ ftrmev, for- 
ward home; — and may your cheer be as great 
as mine.'' 

And with a long whistle to Traszlach (whose 
tendency to the study of natural history was 
just then detfuning him in a deep farrow, to the 
infinite terror of two young leverets,) Nepo- 
mncen went his way ; leaving FeKnski's ■ mind 
lightened by one half of his heavy load of afflic- 
tion. 

In the course of the proceedings at the Katuez, 
however; a new source of uneasiness had enddaily 
burst upon him. His first impulse on hearing of 
Konstauty's disparition in the forest had naturiilly 
been to connect the &fe of his son with ihe prof^s- 
ed enmity of the mffians of the Jama ; and the in- 
Toluntary horror expressed by Salomea on hearing 
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of. hU vi«it te the Pnszcza, and ber conhectum 
with the W^larze as wife to &zmuhl the con- 
tractor . and protectrees of Dosha, . served to 
embarrass rather than to obliterate his sus- 
piaons. Bat it had suddenly occurred to him 
that, by B<»ne onlacky finality, Konstan^ had 
jUastered thp mystery of the Confederatas of La- 
Uonki ;. that he had rashly intruded into those 
councils, to the desperation of which he could hi]u> 
eelf bear witness ; — and perhape, fallen a victiin to 
his pertinacity! — Even in his present Softened 
mood towards his son, Felioski could not htit caU 
to iuind the arrogance and dauntlessness of his 
character :— he had probably breathed defiance to 
Xawer/s associates, and been laid low in requital 
of bis aristocratic Quixotism. 

The old man instant^ detennined to betake 
himself to Lubionki. Juliusz was already under 
good guidance and with &ir prospects; and it 
was Konstauty who now possessed the most press- 
ing claim on his paternal aid ; — the handsomB, 
brilliant, prosperous, successful, — but avenger- 
sought and guilty Konstanty! — 



Dgitiz^dbv Google 



86 LDBIONKI. 

He dared no longer persfiTere in his appliea- 
.tion to the Orodaki for means of eeareh- 
ing and ecouring the Puszcza ; for the safety of 
Juliusz nught be implicated in the detection of 
the offenders. But if the Zydowka's dechiralion 
concerning the renewal of hia illicit connection 
with the danghter of the W^Iar* were to be 
relied on, the young mai^might perhai^ be cou- 
'Cealed in some retreat known only to Doska, in 
the Tionity of the /ama. Felinski trusted to 
his own activity uid patience to obluii a clue to 
the mystery. ' 
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A giieilug (NU'Cut tod B tt&der ndnd, 
Umid aoA udent, — tender aod reSo'd,— 
thme, *11 wtth mlgtitf force, the jonth uuil'd 
nu U« tool fitted, and Ui nMOD ftfed. 



Thb utiB&ctioD arisii^ to Felineki from the 
impTOTement wTonght l^ the skill of the Jesuit 
in the ooBditioii of his younger ma was not, 
however, followed up by saccesft or prospect of 
saccess, in penetraling the myBterioos cause of 
Konstanty's aheoice. It wag in run that the 
Zydowka and tiie h^rdfiman were coafronted in 
^ lull of the Ratusz; — it was in vain tlutt 
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the farmer obtfunedan interview with Xawery, 
— and erea hazarded a Becond meeting with the 
W^Iajz and hia ferocioas bobs. — 

" Would we did indeed know," stud they, 
" the larking place of ibe Dworacz^ ! — not long 
should he cumber the earth, which for ns and 
our household he hath planted with thorns for 
evermore." 

Even the counsels of Father Joachim were» 
for once, racillating and inconsistent. The J^ 
suit's eagerness to conceal the captivity of Do- 
Tosko, — his apjprehension that the absence- of 
Konstanty was, in some, way or o^er, ctmnected 
with the secrets (^ LubionH, — all tended to 
perplex his view of the snhject ; and, althou^, 
at his instigation, a. letter was despatched to' 
Captain Felinski at the head quarters of hia 
re^ment, days passed away, and no answer 
was returned! — Meanwhile one palliating div 
enmstance afforded alleviation to the household 
sorrows of the farmer of Lublowica. Michael- 
.4)kski, with whom, ftu'.many years post, his an- 
cient fHendship and neighbourship had been de- 
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elining, lajring aside every paltry feeling of eafj 
or jealouBy, the source of, their mieimderBtandii^ 
came nobly forward to his aid and »olace. The 
master of Wraniczko seemed to loee sight of his 
own cares and eoneems in compassion for the 
perplexitiee of the father of Konstanly and 
Jvlinsz. 

If the truth mast be owned, the eyes of Mi- 
neczka'e &iher had been considerably enlightened 
to the state of biiB &mily a&irs by the recent crisis. 
Hie confessions c^ Bhizek and Bzatzka, — ^the un- 
disgttised anguish of his daughter, — ^the remem- 
brance of all that had passed between himself and 
Konstanty on occasion of &e young man's last 
tiint to Wraniczko, produced a suspicion in his 
nund that the young soldier had di^oised him- 
self for his -mit to the forest, in the view of 
obtaining a secret interview with the objecit of . 
his affetittonfi. It remained to decide by what 
enemy or opponent fais course had been so un- 
fortunately intei-cepted. 

For a moment, - Micbaelokski's mi^vings 
glanced towards NepomQcen. But there vaa 
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somethiqg in the uncouth iogenuoaeness of the 
lad that seemed a sufficient aecurit; against anj 
mal-practices on his part or instigation. 

" J jealous of Mioeczka 1 " ^— cried he, 
on Miehaelo'kBki's accusal. " J devise harm 
sgainst the painted butterfiy Boldier? — Chrystiu 
and St. Jftzef, forbid ! — I hare tilted at him, I 
own, ere now in the way of a jest; but never 
believe me if even Traaslach my dog would not 
scorn to take advantage of such a poor flimsy 
flatterlingi— Moreover, and between our tnjsty 
selves, &ther-tn-law mine that is to be, — never 
believe me but I am weary of being twitted at 
wake and fair, — church and market, — Ratuiz 
and Karcima, — that I am &in to have avriie whQ 
makes open disparagement of my parts : — awJ 
fether and I are of opinion that if it suit you. qf 
the young lady to break seal of covenant on the 
matter, the Panienka would be hajipier as the 
bride of my friend Juliosz Felinski ; while I >*' 

" While thou," exclumed Michaelokski coo^ 
temptuously, but rejoiinng at the unexpected 
ofier ; " thou wooldst as willingly place at the 
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head of thy hoQBehdd board, Agstka, die swioe- 
herdesB of OBtroaimptszchr 

"N^ot BO, good neighbour of Wranicsko," 
died Nepomuk, sdeking his thomh self-impor* 
taitly iU'the pas of bis ktrntoBZ. " My karabella 
would make ae ill a swise^oed' as thine own ; 
aor are eUher Traazlach or I bo haidto seek for 
a mistreBS, hut we may come yet to match with 
the Aristocracya. There ia choice of brides hj 
the hbarth'of the worehij^I Grodski ; and when 
I ' have fixed my &acy. on one of his thr«e daugh- 
ters, the other two, Pan SzUchcic, may remain for 
ibyielf'to chose from." 

This sally, and the uncouth wil&lness c^ old 
Pnla^u and hisBon, Irere not without effectin 
Hupiring Uie &rmer with a mdre earnest desire 
for tidingsofthe gallant eapf tun; and in softening 
his heart tolnirds the distress of Mmeczka. 

"There is but one measure to take," said he, 
on his next Tisit to Lnblowic»; (where the pale 
cheeks of the enfo^led- Joliuez grew, to a still 
more ashen paleness while Michaelokski de- 
Scribed to the fether the wretdiednese of his girl.) 
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*' Visit the CzartorTskian camp ; and if KoQatanty 
still remains absent from head-qnarters, obtain a 
warrant of impriscAiment against tbe W^larze, — ■ 
Szmuhl and his family, — and any other person 
implicated in the affur. Bat my good neighbour 
is too niach troubled in mind to act with forecast 
&nd discretion. Julinsz is hoarly recovering ; yon 
are well able to leave home: and I,withyouP 
good pleasure, will bear you con^tany." 

Father Joachim, who was cnnningly watching 
the proceedings of all parties, warmly seconded 
the plan. He was eager to get the two parents 
out of the way ; in hopes that their absence might 
advance hb favourite design of unitiBg Julinsz 
widi Mineczka, — enable him to recover his 
influence over the mind of his former pupil, — 
attach him anew to the ConfederatioD, — and by 
rendering him acquainted with Konstanty's dis- 
covery of the secret vaalts and Doska's captivity, 
(which, during &.e critical illness of Juliusz he 
had been careful to conceal,) afford i certain 
else to his brother's place of refuge. 

" Let us go' theo. my kind and coiiaderst« 
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^Dd !" cried old FelinsluT laying his cold and 
trembling band on that of his Deighbour. " Theee 
tilings are too much for my course. The world 
goes hard with my grey hairs; — ^but I wiU seek' 
my BOO, or means of vengeance upon thos^ 1^ 
wlram his young blood hath been spilled." 

On the following morning accohlingly they 
aet forth upon their journey. The Ekonoms of 
the estates of LuUowicz and Wruiiczko, nnder- 
took the dBigent performance of their duties 
dunng their absence ; and the two Maairkan 
fianners quitted their several homes to meet 
at Lubloyst on their way to Warsaw, intent only 
iqwn the interests to be pursued on the spot to 
wbi<^ they were hastening ; and totally unsuspi- 
cious of the, mighty chain of events, by which their 
properties, their homes — their households, — ^were 
trebly environed. 

" If my brother yet live, he must soon be 
heard of; — if he be no more, trust to your son 
to. revei^ him," said Juliusz, as his father 
fell in a parting embrace upon fais neck. — And 
Fdbuki, whose heart was too fiill for words, had 
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quitted the houee and was about to mount hii 
horse, Vhen a sudden presentinieiit orereame his 
fortitude ; — and retracing his steps, he returned 
to the hall — and ^ain, — toiderlj, — clingingl^r, 
' — claepbigly, — folded his farourit* child to' his 
bosom! — 

** My father ! " soU>ed Jnliosz, overctme by 
the old man's emoUon; "I am well; — my 
strength strengthens daily, — hourly'. Nay, so 
well and so strong am I, tliat if thou tarriest 
long in thine errand, I shall take eoorage and 
go forth to meet thee by the way." 

" Not BO, stripling ! * muttered Father Joa- 
chim between his teeth, who iras present' at this 
toacbing adieu, " I have work for thee here."— 
And' while Julinsz stood watching the last 
glimpse of that revered parent whom alas, he 
was to behold no more, the Jeettit was already 
projecting by wh&t nieans and method he could 
most readily bring about a meeting between his 
pnpil and Mineczks Mlchaelokska. — 

But another ihdiTidual had already pledged 
himBelf ' to secore the interview. Nepomue«ti 
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«4io, from the lotklees night of hie explanation 
with the Jesuit, - had devoted himaelf to eerv^ 
the iiitereete of her supposed attachment to Ju- 
Uoaz, was the first to vieit Wraniczko with tiding 
of. bis amended health; and she had alreadj 
dumed his ud to fiirther her earnest desire of 
visiliiig LablowicK. 

" Never believe me if I hold it altogether 
a decorous and mudenly thing," thought Nep-r 
M- he betook himself homeirtu^, in order to 
cajole his old mother out of the use of a 
vehicle to drive Mineczka through- the forest, 
*':for the Panienka during her fether's absence to 
be so set cm a meeting with her sweetheart as 
to invade, uniavited, hie very dwelling; and I 
begin to rejoice having escaped wedlock with so 
akittish a eommodity. But who could help loll- 
ing JaliufiE? — (even Traszlach scarce makes 
difference of.fevour 'twixt me and him!) — and 
who, (lonng him), could refrain from visiting 
and comforting him now that he is feeble with 
sickness, and crossed with care ? ^— The gid 
shall to Lublowicz : — that, marry, shall she ; if 
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Niemczyk himself ehould arise and erou ottf 
path." 

JuUiisz Felinaki waa indeed an object de- 
serring compassion. Two diviiiitiee had ht 
lerred with all that fer<rour of yoath's idolatrf 
' which rendered vp the twin impulses of his BOid 
to love of the father-land and her whom he 
esteemed its fkireet maiden. Bat Poland was 
already Styx-boimd, like the bride of Orphens, in 
the fetters of her powerlul aristocrat ;— and the 
daughter of Michaelokski avowedly deroted to 
another ;;— and who but Juliass — the child of 
^ithueiasm, — would have persisted in bis hope 
and love ? — Instigated by the representaticHU <tf 
the Jesuit, his preceptor, he had turned to the 
Confederation of the Holy Cross as to the mom* 
in^-star of a new day ; — and instigated by a still 
more potent mcmitor, — (even the touch of nature 
in his heart) clung to, bis affection for Mioeczfca 
as though so pure, so fond, bo' nndeviating a 
love could not &il, by the mere reflection of its 
.fervour, to beget love in return. 

He was now undeceived. The prompitude 
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and firmnen exercieed bj his &tilier in difisolv' 
ing his confederacy with the Labionkiam, had 
withdrswn him from the bright path of Honour 
to which he would have devoted himself; and 
Konstanty's recent dedaradtm of an intention to 
i^irord with his dainty hand - the fond "derotioit 
of Mineezka, had withered up ^e feeble flow- 
en of hope springing in the Bunlese obscurity 
1^ his heart. He had been derided for lack of 
energy by Ae w^glarze, — he had been driven" 
lifce an alien from the door of Michaeloksk! ; 
. uid the fire of indignation burning in his breast, 
and the icy chill of despair benumbing his soul, 
instead- of stimalating him to some desperate 
■cUcm, had overcome, in their fearful contest, 
the enel^es of his physical strength. The enthu- 
uastie and excited spirit of the young scholar 
hoi o'er-inibrmed its tenement of clay; and at 
tiie moment of Konstanty's departure, — at the 
moment when Father Dionysius was bearing the 
orifiamme of redemption from hamlet to hamlet, 
from town to town, — at the moment the Confede- 
rate, armed for the day of strife, — the day of 

TOL. II. p 
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i^tributkn, — vere waitisg obIj the eigoal of 
Ae b«acon- fires to take the field, — onite Trith 
the frBtemitiefl of the north aod the eonth, and, 
having poflseBsed thenselveB of the Bb-ong poeM 
of the two BeighboaTing forests, to despatch a 
depatati«n of remwutrance to the Senate, — 
Jalinsa— J-hIIhsb was lying senarfesa cm a bed of 
sickness. — 

fist although even Kati^zynka, a doctress of 
some acoouat amoBg the Kmie6 of the estate, 
was obliged to confess that Uie Biedicaments of 
Father Joachim acted like a 4^iann vpaa the 
sofierer, th^ had not yet restored elastici^ to hie 
steps, or p«ace to his boB(Hn. At all times pale 
and taeitnm, JuUihh Felin^ was now van and 
silent as a spectre. Above the middle beiglit, 
and shaped with a perfbotion tiS symmetry im- 
proved by the athletic exercises to which he had 
been bal»tiwted from his childhood, the lai^ 
languid hasel eyes and anbum hiur of tihe yoath- 
fsl conspirator derived no enfaaneenient from 
the vivid hues of health, nsless, when in some 
eri»B of emtement, a dark crkneon spot of 
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fever-flush buned aa Itis cheek, imparting wild 
and t^rififi beautj to his flmely-cJuBeUed feafores, 
— The idol of Fdinski's age, — llie jwomising 
scholar of the Jeamis, — Uie darHng of the pea- 
santry of Luhlowicz, — the youngest, yet most 
prized, of the Ccmiederatesof LuHonki, — although 
wholly deflcieit in the brilliancy and ahewy 
acoam.j4ishments of the Palavyan page, — was 
richly endowed with those glorious character- 
istics of inlellectnal superiority wluch denote 
the predominance of the spiritual over the mor- 
tal particleB of hiunan nature. No person but 
would have singled liim forth from the erowd 
as one bora to distinction, — as one destined to 
strive or perhaps suffer mightily in behalf of 
his fellow creatures. — Hie stamp of Almighty 
lavoar was upon him I—- 

And never had this impress been stronger 
than now ; — now, that he had risen from a bed 
of death to a life of despair ; — the hopes of his 
a£Eection Uighted, — the fU^ur of his patriotism 
paralysed! — 

*' This cannot last," Altered he to hiotsdf, 
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on th^ evening of the day the two fathers quitted 
Lnblowicz, and he -wob left alone in hie deeolafe 
home. — "So soon ae Heaven puta strength 
into my arm I will go forth, — labour in the 
vineyard, — and perish at my post. My pledge 
of renunciation reaches only to the Confederates 
of Lubionki ; and when my father's mi^ir- 
ings are assuaged by finding as he surely will, 
my brother executing his wretched duties in 
the camp of the enemies of the people, — / will 
away to Grodno. — Father Joachim's avouch- 
ment will procure me sanction from the Capt^n- 
General in Lithuania : — I will gird on my sword 
in right earnest; — and follow, or, it may be, 
had, the Heaven -hallowed phalanxes of the 
Brethren of the Holy Cross where the hardest 
stru^le of their destinies demands the widest 
outpouring of blood. — And should my dying eyes 
close on the ' regenerated fortunes of Poland, — 
should I at least survive to see the glorious 
company of her eqnahzed children unite to rear 
anew the banner of the White Eagle, and form 
a rampart of defence against the incursions of 
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PruB8 or Muscovite, — ^T&tar or Suabian, — then, 
oh! then, would a happier deetiny avrait my 
dying. hoar than years of lingering life could 
realize ! — So let me die, O ! God, — so let me 
die ; and my fond father in the redemption of 
his native land would find atonement for the 
loss of Joliosz. Yes! — even my brother's bride 
might wear the tokens of sorrow fbr my "memory, 
and say, 'Although I loved him not, — ^he died for 
his country!'" 

Even while he breathed this silent aspiration 
its unconscious object, stood beside him. Pro- 
fiting by Nepomocen's kindly aid to escape 
from Wraniczko, (careless of the interpretation 
such a measure m%ht receive from the ma- 
lice of the Grodski's maiden-daughters or old 
Pulalski,) Mineczka was come to seek commn- 
i^on with the only living being from whom she 
could derive comf(>rt in ber afflictions! — 
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I MT the dcKCiidiiig beintf whom I loved 
HononrinK m; tbnsbold with h«r step, and deijiuDf 
IV) loile OB one witom all the weild sbuidoiwd. 
Once I had been her Iotci I How linceie 
It fita me not to mj. 

Tki Fakait, BJRur Cotwwju.. 



" JuLiDSz, — dear JuliuBZ '. — my firiend, — my 
brother ! " — faltered Minoczka : and Juliiuz turned 
afaudderingly tram the casement through which 
he vas gaung cm the evening gky, aa that last 
epithet greeted his ear. Bnt when he looked 
upon the face of Michaelokfiki's daughter, every 
resentful passion woe calmed in a moment. — 
Her featdr^B were tinctored with deathly white- 
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neM, eBT« where the swoUen lids aasumed a 
leaden hue; her lips were parched and Mack- 
ened by fever; — her beauty gtme, — her spirit 
darkened to a shadow. 

"And hast thou, indeed, suffered thuel" cried 
the horror-atmck Juliusz. *' I thought my own 
ftfflictiwiB hea-vy ; — but thou /" — 

"Can'flt thou wonder?" she replied, "when 
there is eanse to fear that, in his wilfulness to 
visit Wraniczko, — to visit me, — he fell into the 
hands of violeni mea V — 

" Believe it not, Miaeczks," replied young 
F^nski ; '* feiv not, for any threatened evil, (hat 
Konstan^ has come to wrong. I know him, 
— I know hifi redilessnesB, and the vrildness 
.of his courses, and not a tear have I shed for 
my brother ; for assured am I, even as I now 
etand beade thee, that he is safe, — well; — 
that bis adventure hath been one of sportful- 
nees — that, &at even now, he site laughing 
among hi* gay comrades at the anxiety he has 
occamoned." 

"Unjust, — ungenerous, — envione!" cried Mi- 
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neczka, drawing tmoj from him. " Didet thou 
not Borel; know Konstanty in hie grave, thou 
Wonldst not dare malign him thos !" — 

Jalinsz started; and, for a moment, a hectic 
spot burned fiercely on his cheek. 

" When I shall he in mihe, ^nneczka," he 
replied, " thou wilt repent these asperaons. I 
hare not long to tax thy forbearance. Thou, 
dearest, and he thou lovest, wilt dwell within these 
walls with children and children's children 
climbing your knees, when the worm has gnawn 
its way to this heart, where anguish worketh now 
a work as deadly. Mineczka! I say unto thes 
^aiu, — I have not long to bide with thee. I have 
borne patiently with thine alienation, — do not, — 
do not further tax my fortitude with thy dis- 
dtun." — 

Her heart, which had been swelling within 
her, first with the consciousness c^ her own pe- 
tulance and lastly with the pain of hie reproval, 
now oyerflowed ; and with a burst of tears, she 
flung herself upon the bosom of her early play- 
mate' and sobbed aloud. — 
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."Forgive me, — fcw^ve meV — fiiltered Ju- 
limz, not trusting himielf to enfold her in his 
embrace. " SelfiA in my sorrow, I forget that 
thoa too art 8 sufferer. — Bat what hast thau 
to fear or to bewaill — Thou lovest, art be- 
loved ! — Unperplexed by knowledge of the evil 
fortunes of thy country, — ^young, — fwr, — ^health- 
ful, — ^prosperous, — canst thou suppose the de»- 
tinies so ruthless as to snap the thread of thy 
bright existence or of bis who is eo dear to thee, 
while the broken-hearted and despairing sue in . 
vain for death V — 

" Juliusa," said Michaelokski's daughter, ex- 
tricatii^ herself from hia arms, and throwing 
herself on a chair. " I came hither for comfort. — 
It is no comfort tome, Juliusz, my brother, to hear 
thee make light of my apprehensions ; — still less, 
that, thou shouldst raise in my heart, on thy own 
behalf, the terrors thou wouldst extinguish on 
Konstanty's. — ^Thoa hast been ill : — thy face is 
pale, — thy looks are h&^;ard, — thy hands icy 
cold, — thy step tremulous. — But these arc tokens 
of despondency rather than mortal sickness. Fa- 
p 5 
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ther Joachim promiaea that tioe free air of dw 

fielda and qnietode of mind will quickly restore 

thee. Wherefore (hen affect soeh gtaamj {wvaen- 

timentB?"— 

" I feel them no Ituiger, how that thon art 
here, and speaking gently, and looking kindly 
Qpon me," said JoliiiKi, ganag raptaromly npMi 
the belored face which, now that the riding hood 
had &llen back on her shouldere, was folly 
displayed. " Bat when absent from thee, Mi- 
neczka, I b^in to know how dark will be my for- 
tone, how desolate my heart — soon — soon-rwhen 
the TOWS of the altar dutll be between ne, and 
1 must think of thee no more I — For years past 
thine imt^e has been to my mind tike an ema- 
nation of divine hope; — that lost, — why should 
I live, — why struggle with the waves and the 
darkness, which no day-sprii^ can ever illumi- 
nate?" 

" AlaB ! how can I answer this t" cried Mi- 
neczka, wringing her hands. " I know that 
I should say 'Cheer thee, Juljasz — Juliosz be 
happy !'— Bat I cannot.— The words cleave to my 
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lips. It is nM Jbr m^ to douM er diBparage ^e 
isfluente of with^ed aflectiooe. Then is a tone 
(^ h^wletwnefti in thj Toice which bas' also been 
in mine ; — there is a ghastly hue upon thy fiice 
which I have long beheld upon my own. — Ju- 
Uitsz! — wby IB all thist — ^we are young and inno- 
cent, — why are we thus hardly visited? — It is 
the appointed destiny of man to suffer ; — ^butfew 
suffer as ice are suffering ! — Pray with me that 
there may be an end to it; — for alas! I have 
ceased to look for other solace." — 

*' But ahould our fathers bring back good 
tidings to thee — ^ould Konstanty return, (as 
he surely will) what wilt thou say, Mioeczka, 
"when I remind thee of thy needless despair? — 
Wilt thou not smile, then, dearest, when my 
brother's lips are on thy cheek, and his plighted 
hand in thine own f— 

"I shall not!" — replied Mineczka, firmly; 
*' for I shall know that Juliusz is still unhappy." — 

"Could I believe that word!" said Juliusz, 
slowly approaching her, and taking both her 
hands in his hands, as he stood moumiully 
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coatemplating hsr hetaty : — "Coald I, dare I, 
believe that, in thy daj ot faappinesB, Jalinw 
the lover would be foi^otten, and Jnlhuz the 
friend &eably remembered, — then indeed were I 
well content to die." — 

' " Cold<hearted vain and eelfieh are those who 
resign themselves to tuck contentment I" Aried 
MiHeczka; and the energy of her words and 
voice contrasted stiai^ely With the inexpressive 
dimness of her eyes,' — ^the immobility of her fes- 
tnres : — ^nay, even the raven braids of her hair 
seemed hanging deathlike on either side her pale 
face. " The boor, as he expires upon his straw- 
pallet, stretches out his hand caressingly to the 
dog who has been the companion of his weaiy 
life, and yearns to tarry with the beast that loves 
him. The old man, — whose step is feeble, — ^whose 
sight dim, — ^whose hearing deadened, — even he 
shrinks from the darkness of the grave, while he 
can catch at intervals the sound and the diadow 
-of his grandchildren at play in the sunshine. But 
that thou, Juliusz ! — thou, whose sight is as the 
ei^le to look upon the faces of those who love 
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thiee ; — thoa, ■ whose ears from thy youth Upward ■. 
have been greeted only by accents of tenderness, 
the fimd. — fond tenderness of thy &ther, the 
&uth&l service of thy people ; — that thou, in the 
selfishness of thy sorrow, should'at desire to go 
down to the grave, — ia as the feebleness of the 
egotist and the worldling." 

" Speak on — " mumiured Juliusz in a low 
whisper of intense passion, fixing his eyes upon 
her, as though to impress more forcibly on his 
soul every look, every gesture, every lineament of 
her beau^, — "for thy voice has a ^tellfiprmy 
trouble!" — 

" I say again, " replied Michaelokski's 
daughter, raising her eyes reproachfiiUy to his, 
" thou courtest death only to escape those tran- 
sient Bufferings which manly courage ^ould snr- 
moant." — 

Juliosz waved his head — 

" What else then ?" cried Mineczka. — 

*' All else !" said the young man, still detain- 
ing her hands, and gazing stedfastly upon her. — 
" Rememberest thou not, dearest, the death-plaint 
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of "niekla, as I lisTe interpreted to thee that 
moamflil Qhtoeui reraeT — 

' Dn HdlSge I — Rnfc iaa Rind xarack ! — 

Ich babe penonen du irnititcjie Oluck,^ — 

Ich b&be gelebl nnd gtliebet 1' " 

" Nay, bat tbou hast not lovedl" Bhe replied, 
speaking low and looking from him, as fearful to 
trace resentment in hia conntenance. " Love is 
not love, unless sigh be rendered back for ^h." 

" Thon saidst not always so !" feltered Juliusz, 
reverting to the period when, still doubtful of 
Ktntstanty's affection, he had been on terms of 
happier confidence with Mineczka. 

" I would say that" — 

"Say nothing which breeds contention between 
us !" cried Juliusz. " / know, — for despair has 
a wisdom of ita own, — that nought is left for 
me on earth. My country is aboat to become 
the prey of barbarians, — my chosen wife, the 
wife of another. — Why shonld I live on, to be- 
hold the foot of the Kalmuck upon the fair fields 
(J Mazowsze ! — I go hence with the image of thy 
iHTghtnem glowing in my mind. Why linger on 
to g^ the eares of life plant nlrer amid those 
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nvea treues^-^-hoIloTs in tlLose rounded cheeks, 
_ embittering Ihe Bweetn^s of tliy voice, and 
rendering thy bcoyant footsteps heavy and hope- 
lew T"— 

Mineczka strove to extricate her hands &om 
his. She felt that she Trae not a gueet under the 
roof of Konstanty to hear praises of her beauty 
from bis brother. 

" Grudge me not fliis short — this last interval 
rf happiness !" cried Juliuaz : " it may be that we 
shall meet no more on earth — and surely — surely, 
never free and unwatched as now." 

" Jolinsz — JnliuBz! — Panna Mineczka!" cned 
Nepomucen, thrusting in his oncouth vissge 
through the open casanent. " Never believe me 
but here is the Priest Joachim alighting from his 
mule in the stables. I am a lost man, — and you 
are lost men ; for he will away and let my mother 
know to what end I made free with—" 

"Peace, peace, Polafski!"" replied Juliusz. 
Jeading his tremblii^ companion to a seat. 
*' Father Joachim is our friend. We have no^ 
thing to fear." — 
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And as he Bp(^e, the door was Bung open, 
and the Jesuit appeared ; — but not as he had 
ever before appeared in the eyeS of his yonng 
di«nples. His demeanour, osually governed with 
the severest discretion, was impetuoue, restless, 
hurried; — the apirit of excited energy burnt io 
his eyee; — and determination and degperation com- 
pressed his lips.^-Instead of ezpres^ng, as Mi- 
neczka had anticipated, surprise and apprccval on 
finding her the companion of one whom he had bo 
often and warmly commended to her favour, Father 
Joachim advanced hastily towards her, end vonch- 
saifing only a fervent, hut hurried, benediction, 
entre&ted she would betake herself to the care of 
the good Katarzynka, while he communed apart 
with his neophyte.— 

"No!" replied Michaelokski's daughter, re- 
seating herself and crossing her bands upon her 
knee. — *' I will not go. — ^Ye have news of Kon- 
stanty : — 1 will not quit the chamber." — 

" Muden 1" said the priest assuming a look 
of severity, — " this obstinacy and its origin are 
alike unbecoming. But since thou wiUst it so,— 
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retaainl — That which I baye now to ^>eak, 
though long guarded from all eyes WTe thoM 
(tf the Almigh^ and his chosea oDie8,--^le8t per- 
odTentore a bird of the air should convey the 
secret .into the chamber of the king), — will 
soon roll as a thunder-doud over tiie land. No 
more secrecy , — no ftirther caution 1 — It ehall be 
shouted in the hearing of the Senate — in the coun-. 
eilfl of the Kepublic— that the fiat of the Holy 
Catholic Church is paramount in Poland ; — that 
the land shall be henceforth governed by one sole 
human law, — one only creed divine ; — that Ae 
Almighty commita its destinies to the hands of his 
Vicar the Pope and that Vicar's chosen servant, 
the king ; — ^beneath whMe delegated pceptre, the 
pBOPLB, — without distinction of rank,-T-st)aU en- 
joy even justice, — equal Freedom!" — 

" Has aught occurred" — exclaimed Juliuaz, 
warming, though startled at the Jesuit's almost 
frantic fervour, — " to change or enlarge the pro»- 
spects of the Confederationr' 

" Only that the appointed hour is come!^ 
replied the Jesuit. *' The mission of the good 
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Brother DbnyBiw is folly acoomplH^ed. Tb» 
lieople congregate 1^ tbonBsnds and. tens of 
dionauidB. The Lnbionluans (roa«d. by tidiI^^ 
that the hand of justice ia upon the direlling of 
SEmiiU the Jew,) have hastened te ^ipropriats 
the arma therein deposited : — wod happily, — for 
Keyaerling has obtained proimBe of immediate 
aaccoora from the Czarina. The bloir most be 
struck immediately, or it wQl be stnck too 
l&te." — 

" What means All this 1 " cried Mioeczka 
Iremblii^, — though scarcely aware against whom 
or what, the stem denunciid.iQns of the Jeeoit 
.were directed. 

''Hush, hash, Pamu Michaelokska!" mum- 
bled Nepomuk; who, having fc^lowed Father 
Joachim uto Ae room, waa now crouched down 
.beside her tn an attitude <^ docility, borrowed 
probably from his fiiTourite Trasidach.—" Never 
believe me if 'tis a becoming thing for damsets 
to meddle in matters of church ot state govern- 
ment ! " — 

" Juliusz, my eon — my tiivoured one, — my 
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proiOimng!'* — cried tfie Jesuit, obBemng with 
concern tbe languor still visible in the face and 
figure of young Felinski — " Behold the hoar of 
triumph IB at h&nd, and thy sabre is rustii^ 
in the sheath, — thy arm feeble with uckness, — 
thy Blep faltering with debility ! " 

" Not BO, fether ! " replied the young dis- 
.dple, his cheeks flashing with new emotion. 
" When Poland has a taA for her children, 
their strength strengthens to the proof. — But, 
alas ! — an oath is on my soul ! — My &ther has 
exacted a sacred promise that I consort not again 
whh the synod of Lubionki — " 

" And thon hast given such a pledge ? " said 
the Jesnit sternly. 

" Else had he denounced the Confederation 
to the tribunal of Czerczk ! " — 

" And shall a tow extorted by intimidaticni 
{ffcrail orer ti^ better judgment t" cried the 
■ priest.^ 

" Is it not written, ' If a man vow a vow 
onto the Lord, or swear an oath to bind his 
Bool with a bond, be ehall not break his word ; 
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he bIibU do aocordiog to all that proceedeth 
out of hia moutbr" said Jnliusz in a tow 
voice. 

"The laws of the Hebrew Lander, addreas 
themselves to Szmuhl the Zyd !" cried Joachim 
contemptuously. " The Sou of man who had 
power on earth to foi^ve «ne, had also power 
'to bestow on the anointed priests, his serrants, 
a right whereby they loose the chain of the 
captive and firee the soul of man from an unholy 
oath. Therefore Juliusz 1 — I, even I — 'thy spirit* 
ual pastor, 'absolve thee from thy vow." 

The young man unwillingly hot involuntarily 
hesitated. The sabre of his father hong ' upon 
the wall before him ; and the authority of hia 
father was still paramount in his mind. 

" But since thou art so peevish a stickler 
for terms," persisted the Jesuit, — noticing his 
hesitation, " henceforward be thy mind at ease. 
It b not the ' Confederates of Lubionki'' who 
meet to-morrow night in the clearing of the 
PuszczB. — The aesodated Bi^ethren of tibe 
Cross have named that spot as their ren- 
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dezvous ; and in the name of thy country, Ja- 
hoBz- Felin^i, I eaXl upon thee to come forth 
and joia the ranks of her tme sons; — in the 
name of the Holy Mother Chorch, to protect 
her against the machinations of DiseidentB and 
heretics." 

And, haring taken from his bosom a cru- 
cifix of ebony and niver, — adopted as a symbol 
by the Leagne of Grodno, and accepted through- 
<nit its various confraternities, — he stretched 
it forth and smote npoh the breast of Julinsz, 
as thoi^h in enforcement of his adjuratjon. 

Instantly submitting to tbe appeal, the young 
hero kneeled before him and humbly kissed the 
extended pledge; '* I accept tbe call ! " sud he, 
earnestly; — "may tbe Almighty grant strength 
- of mind and body to render my sendee effectual !" 
- ■" Juliusz !" cried Mineczka, stardng from her 
seat, and bending over him ere he could arise 
from bis knee. " Is this thing lawful? — Speak, 
Julinsz ! — art thou not pledging thyself to some 
Wood-seeking and fetal cause 1 — Speak, Julinsz ! 
— Is there not violence projected 1" — 
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" Panna Michaelokska !" ezclumed Nepomu* 
c^i, etriviBg (0 draw Iter away hy tbe ikiit of her 
tunic, ** did I BOt forewarn thee tlkat plots and 
eoBi^r-acieB were no matter for a maiden's med- 
dliBgt — Better lend th; aid to Katarzynka, 
yonder, to knead her bapkaa of Mariemontish 
flonr ; for nerer believe me but the times " 

"Juliusz!" continued Mineczka, heedleBS of 
hie loati^ iatemiptMB, " in tbe bo(^ of divine 
law it iB written, ' Bamii^ for bumiog — woiuid. 
for wound — stripe for stripe !' — Provoke not, oh 1 
my brother, the judgmenti of thy God !" — 

" Out of thy own mouth, maiden, do I con- 
demn thee !" cried Father Joachim, — amazed at 
her oppomtioB, aa a sbepherd, were a lamb of 
hia flock to turn upon him in ferocity. " It ii 
written, ' Burning jer iHiming — wooad for 
wound — B^pe for stripe !' — and therel^ are «w, 
the servants of aa avenging God, deputed as mi- 
nisters of his wrath to visit upon the t^preasors 
of the people the oppressitmi they have prac- 
tised." 

" Are we not," cried Nepomuk Pula&ki, an- 
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^eatlung his sword, aiid brandishing it round 
his head, *' are ' we not the retribators of in- 
iquity t" 

" Peace, fitol !" cried the J«sait, aware <^ the 
injuiy his own argument* might HiBtaiu if lUtered 
by sach mducriminating lips. " Let. noiw inter- 
pose betwixt me and my disciple." 

" Fear not, oh ! father !" said Juliusz, having 
gently displaced the arm of Mineczka from his 
dicHAldar, and risen from hb knee. *<HeDce^ 
forward I have no guide bat thou." 

" And my father end his are away I" ejacu- 
lated Mineczka, deqmiringly, " and there it 
none to counsel or prev-est him in ihis desperate 
strait r 

But Jvliusz, at a signal from the Jesuit, had 
^ready fbUowed him out of the chamber, lest 
the fiirther digcuseiou of their plans in Mineczka'a 
presence should lead to some evil result ; leaving 
Ifepomucen with his betrothed but contumacious 
lady. " 

" Pula&kj !" — ehe cried, approaching him with 
so much vehemence that he started back as if 
apprehending mischief. " You love Juliusz?" — 
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" Heartily !-r- sweet Panienka !" he repUed-rfr 
looking forth from the windoir, either to ascar> 
tain whether Tmszlach still kept watch for him^ 
or perhaps meditating a precipitate retreat. ; 

*' Tell me then truly, — vihat perils is he ahotit 
to encounter? — and do the plotB they Bpeak of 
extend beyond cootrolment of the Grodaki and 
his people V— 

"The Grodeki is an ass!" qnoth Nepomncot, 
drawing himself up self-importantly ; nor could 
Mineczka venture to oppose the rerdict, which 
had been repeated in her ears l^ Konstanty so 
long as ehe could remember. 

" ^ded by our peo|de then 1" she resnmed.^ 
*' The peasants of Wramczko would " 

" Boh !" exclaimed the lubber. " Talk no 
longer of what peatants will perform .'—There 
is no further insight into the measure of their 
obedience. Never believe me but half thy fa- 
ther's boors, and a third part of Feliuski's, and 
the whole four quarters of mine, are recruited 
into this self-said association. Nay, I much doubt 
- me, Panienka, whether there be a man worth 
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ealling a man in the district, Baving always Mi- 
cbaelokski, — Felinski, — Pnla&ki the ancient, — 
the Grodeki and thy fidr self, — ^who are not sworn 
of the Confederation. Hie Magnat Czelenszki 
himself might as well write himself down in 
the muster roll : — for whether he hold a buckler 
of securi^ over the brethren by his political va- 
garies, or join them at once for good or evil, — 
what difference?" — 

"That Konstanty were but here !" ejoculated 
Mineczka, who, in his brodier's assurances, had 
recovered her hopes of hef lover's safety. 

"That he vjere!" exclaimed Nep, twisting 
the pendent tips of his flax • like mnstachios. 
" That I or some other of the Brethren might set 
the galhtnt Uhlan a gallopii^ with a pellet and 
pop-gun !— Never believe me if I would not ex- 
tinguish the red-hot valour of the puppy of Pu- 
lawy, by plunging him hissing into Eatarzynka's 
bucket of barm!" 

" Idiot I" — exclfumed Mineczka, stopping her 
ears with her hands, that she might recal her 
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- scattered kiims for her owb guidance and govern- 
ment. 

" Miserable that I am!" she cried, ae with 
an air of offended majesty the lubber stalked 
out of the room. " Even thu shrievelesB thing 
deserts me ! — A etorm, a fatal storm overhangs 
taj ftthei's house ; and the least wagging of my 
finger may be a ugnal to draw down its bolts, — 
Aid my %norance, oh I God, with ihy wisdom ; 
tor the wisdom of man is unavailing. Why — why 
must my youth he tempted thus, — thus tried — 
thus grievously tormented 1" 
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A dung of nbcs and trlnketa, £xtB'd out 
To At in Btste aa for a Sovereign') pictnn, 
A popular KOWfe— a ready sentence-signer j 
A leeptic of all maaaarei wluch iwd not 
The HDCtioa of the Ten.— 

Makino Faumho. 



Mbanwhilb Konstanfy, reckless of the difficulties 
and dangers to which his mjaterious disappear* 
ance might give rise at Lubloyst, pursued hie way 
towards Warsaw, with much fatigue, but little 
molestation. His leave of absence was expired ; 
but it was needless to lose time at such a crisis Iw 
mating his way to head quarters, when lie knew 
that the importance of his misMon would effect- 
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oallf exonerate him in the eyes of his illustrioas 
patron. 

Having resolved to proceed in aearch of 
Prince Czartoryski, wherever he might be, — 
to acquaint him in the first instance with the 
important secret of which accident had rendered 
him master, and seek instructions concerning the 
further measnres to be taken, — it wbs his fortune 
to resdi the palace of his highness in the suburbs 
of Warsaw, and intercept the departure of the 
Prince for- the town of Petrikow, — where the 
grand tribunal of Poland was now on the point 
of assembling. , 

The moment was, in everj point of view, 
critical to the destinies of the Republic. Krim 
Goeray, regarding with jealousy the advance of 
the Rusdan forces, had despatched a message 
to General Soltikoff threatening, should so much 
as a single Polish cabin be invaded, to march 
into Russia at the head of a hundred thousand 
T&tars ; while Keyserling, to whom was intrusted 
at Warsaw the arduous task of moderator, — (and 
who was fond of comparing himself with Flami- 
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niufl, by whose artfiil negociations mth the QpeekB, 
ci^ after dty was, under a preteQce of succour 
and alliance, Bobmitted to the Roman power) — nn- 
willing to embroil the Empire solely to lorward 
tbe interests of the Czartoryski Action, had al- 
ready suggested the emca«tioo of Lithuania. The 
Czartoryskians deeply mortified by this apparent 
abandonment of their interests on the part of the 
Tzarina, remonstrated in Tain; noi* could the 
indignation of thdr nephew, the young Count 
Poniato&ki, he pacified by the wise and ge^ieroua . 
exhortations of his relatire, the venerable par 
triot Branicki, — who represented m noble and 
touching terms the wickedness of expodng, in 
furtherance of his ambitious prospects, the suf- 
fering and enfeebled Republic to the fatal grasp 
of Russian protection. 

But although the minister Count Briihl had 
succeeded in his object of securing the withdrawal 
of the army of intimidation, he woe ftilly aware 
that his own influence with the imperial govern- 
ment had no share in the negociation ; and that 
the remonstrances of her Pnuuan and T&tar allies, 
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had alone undgated the decbion oF Catherine. 
Yet so imtating to the CzartoryBki party ww 
his ioocew in tbie important piece of diplomacy, 
that they had already resolTcd to impngn the 
tide <^ his fan^y to thdr Polish- genealc^, 
with a view of egrioding them tmm the 
Senate : — even as the pretensions of tho KiWg 
of Pruseia to hei-editary nuhtioship bad been 
formerly set aside. — >Tbe younger Count Briihl, 
supported by the interest of the Potocki family 
to vrbich he was allied by mani^e, Was equally 
resolute in the support of his claim ; and 
an order havifig been issued by gOTenuu^nt 
that no military should be present at the Tri- 
bunal of Petrikow, the Magoats had assembled 
trains of the small gentry connected with their 
several houses, to the number of some thou- 
sands each ) fifteen thousand nmitios bei^ al- 
ready gathered tt^ther in the little town aboHt 
to be made the scene of politicsl and personal 



MeanwhUe, the king, ' for some months 
St in a lethar^c state, was verging towards 
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his last boor; and while the ambitioas Po> 
oiatofisld and his pBrt^, — too eager for the at- 
tainmeiit of the anprenu! power to submit to 
the Btill delaying decree of natore, — would wil- 
lingly have, accelerated the enaa by a tevoin- 
tionary inoT«iaent, Keyserling, old and wary, 
inrasted on waiting the event. 

The restleBsness 6( the young count and the 
bittemeas of soul with which he resented the 
apparent desertion of the Russian miniBter, did 
not, meanwhile, escape the notice of the Prince 
his uncle ; who, having hitherto regarded ihe ac- 
ccnnplisbed Stanislas as bis own stepping-etone 
to the throne, now discovered that it was on 
his own account Poniatofski had ingratiated bim- 
self into the &vour of the Tzacina and the con- 
fidence of her minieters. — Recognizing at once 
the whole extent of bis error in having selected 
so astnciouB a.delegate to the Court of Petersburg, 
and perceivii^ that Stanislas, whose miscbief- 
stirriog quotations from the Mahomet of Voltaii:e 
he bad oilen derided a» n^nantic, had formed 
in the destinies of that usurper the pianual 
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of his political life, — saw the urgent neces- 
sity of BtFengtheuii^ his own cause againBt 
the machinations of an enemy whom he was 
still compelled to treat as a kinsman and friend. 
— ^Thfl danger was' imminent. Augustus might 
at any moment breathe his last ; and Czartoryeki 
perceived thati onlese he could secure some nota- 
ble ally, all hopes of his long coveted eleraUon 
to the throne of the Jagellons was. at an end. — 
A stroke <^ infinite audacity, or an intrigue 
of consummate art, could alone redeem his 
cause. — 

' Such was the state of afi^in on t3te evening 
when yoiH^ Felinski, alighting at the Czartor^ 
kian palace, demanded an interview with his 
highnees for the disclosure of the important 
intelligence of which he was at present sole 
depositary ; and great indeed was the amazement 
of Konstanty when the Prince, — from whom, 
although reared in his household, he had hitherto 
received only the haughty nodce likely to" be 
bestowed by one of the first m^;natB in the 
kingdom on the son of a Mazurkan iarmer, 
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— soddenly threw his arms around his neck, and 
placed i^n his finger as a pledge of imme- 
diate promotion a diamond doubling the value 
of that which had bo marrellouslj excited ^e 
raptureB of the Zyd tmd Zydowka of Lubloyst. 
Even -while the young Uhlan, confounded by 

. hie patron's liberality and almost repenting that 
he had. advanced eo far in his uegociations for 
a plebeian dowry of forty thousand ducats, was 
kissii^ the hand of the Prince in acknowledge- 

. ment of his munificence, the plan of Czartoryski 
WB8 ab-eady d^ested. Ycb ] — ^There was no alter- 

,natiT&; & coup d'fitat was his only resource. 
His purpose must be effected by the union of 
the Arctic and Antartic, — the Bast and the West, 
— the volcano and tte glacier. He would make 
an advance tovrards alliance with Brtihl! — 
(his. mortal enemy through thirty years of 
crafty statesmanship!) — and the vital secret of the 
confederations of Lithuania and Mazowse should 
become the- seal of the compact ! 

, " Follow me," — said he, addressing himself to 
the young Uhlan and leading the way to his 
G 5 
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travelling, carriage, whicK,-^li'ead}' stood Waitiiig 
in the court yard to convey hfa^ on hia road to 
Petrikow. ' 

"To Petrikow, my gntcioos lord?" iiiquired 
the Fodslarosci of the household ; amazed to 
obeerve young Felinski pr(»noted to each sudden 
favour with his H^hneee, as to secompaay him 
side by side. 

" No ! — to Ae Briihl palace !" replied Pi-ince 
CzartoryBki; — and had he directed hie domes^ 
to convey him to the gates of Erebnx, the amoEe-, 
ment of the group oS taiemaU in waiting tuider the 
Palace portico could not luftve been ^ceeded.— 
The Brvbhl palace!" — ^The spot which, day after 
day, was in their flowing cUps freshly retnem- 
bered as a den of Haydumacka, — -a nest of 
treachery, — a vast Pandora's box, overflowing 
with miechiefs for Poland ! — Was it to bp be- 
lieved ? — Yes ! — the equipt^ of the Prince was 
already rumbling off in the direction of the Plac 
Saschi! — Conld he be gone to provoke his an- 
cient adversary to single combat ; and was the 
young Captain to be witneBs to the affray?— 
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ImpoanUe ! — the protracted illness of the Saxon 
miniBter was known to every individual in War- 
saw; and it would have been as eas; to rouse 
the le^rgfie sovereign himself into an heroic 
yeio, as to ^mata the mfurtiid ardour of the 
weak and vacillating minister of his weak and 
vaeillating reign i— 

" Has your Highness any hope of finding 
his Excellency disposed for business at this 
late hour?." — inquired .Konstanty, anxious to 
change -bis travel-soiled dreB», and the tairdry 
pelisse borrowed of Rozetzka's father, ere he 
made his appearance in the gorgeous saloon of 
the Prime Minister. " We shall assuredly 
find that tlie Count has adjourned to Princess 
Lubomireka's Meeao table." — 

, ." His Excellency has closed his aficompt with 
cards and princesses," ^aid the Prince, "unless 
when he holds it desirable to conceal the precarious 
state of his healdi in furtherance of the Interests 
of his &mily. Briibl has one foot and half the 
other in the graye !— lliat last visit of the Court 
to his palace sealed his fate ; and there has been 
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more skill of dregs and doctors to keep bim alive 
for the last six months than it has taken to depose 
the last four sovereigns of Imperial Muscovy."— 

" Did ' your Highness hear tlie tde," said 
Konstanty, respectftdly, "that Count Potodd, 
(having penetrated unannounced into his private 
apartment,) found his Saxon Excellency pros- 
trate on the floor, in abject devotion before a 
species of Chapelte Ardente ?"^ 

" I heard also hiBapol<^!'' replied Czartory- 
eki, with a degree of gravity calculated to silence 
the flippancy of his companion ; " an apology re- 
spectable even in the month of a Briihl. 'I have 
laboured till the eleventh hour,' said he, ' in the 
service of my temporal master ; — do not gmdge 
me the few minutes I would devote to propi- 
tiate my eternal Judge.' May we find him 

tc-night in a mood equally edifying !" — 

But to infer from the sample of one day 
the humour of the unstable Briihl on the day 
succeeding, was to calculate on the mutability of 
the winds. — Although the minister of Augustus 
had in some degree renoimced th<we habits of 
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more tfaap imperial samptuousaefls which have 
rendered his name proverbial among the by-words 
o£ foppery; although he no longer varied his. 
suits of embroidery and trinkets of estate - till 
they afforded a complete chai^ for every day 
in the year, or affected to, make his court to- a 
dying king hj the majeBtic splendours of an 
estahliahment that afforded higher relief to the 
studied simplicity of his Royal master ; — the 
Briihl palace still presented a monxmient of his 
former lavish magnificence. Mot Mazarin, in the 
wantonness of his tasteful profusion, had ever so 
gloried in adorning the temple of which he was 
the idol ; — ^not Mazarin, in the peevish decay of 
his latter days, exhibited a greater reluctance to 
quit the ' pleasing anxioos being,' which fortune 
had embellished so far beyond the dreammg of 
his early ambition. — ■ 

Yet had it not been for the storm impend- 
ing over the destinies of bis house, so deeply 
involved in those of the House of Saxony, the 
soul-fiick minister would wilhngly have laid aside 
his glittei-ing orders, and retired from the now 
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importunate Iwillianciea of b miniBterial career. — 
The grave wae open before him ; — and the gloom 
investiDg that pit profound is neceisarilj pro- 
portionate to the previotu elevation of its destined 
occipant. The step from a palace to the dust 
ie not more reBponBible than from a hovel, — but 
who shall dfeny that it is more startling ? — Like 
our own "'haught Cardinal," the Coont was al- 
ready beginning to recognize that he had wasted 
on a king the zeal and homage due to his 
Creator; — ^like him exclidming in self^Mnvic- 
tion — 

■■ V«iD pomp u>d glory of the worid !— I hale ye !"— 

And he had a right to hate them, — for they 
had blinded his eyes to the still higher glories 
of Etemi^ I — 

It was not however to Czartoiyski, his rival. 
Aid enemy, that Count Bruhl was likely to 
betray either the weakness of his condition or 
the repining of his spirit ; and in preparing 
for the interview as his equipage rolled under 
the magnificent portico of the palace, Prinee 
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C^artoryski satieipated astoiuBluneDt, — reuent- 
m^t, — mbtnut,' — tnacbinatioii ; — bui so ad- 
nuBsion of infirmity, either phyeical or moral. — 

If tlie anmzemeat of the valetaille of .the 
Csartoryskian palace had been great on learning 
the deetinatioa of his Highnesd, that of the por- 
ter and guards at the Briibi palace, on recog- 
nizing the liveries of their Tisitor, wae still more 
reioaarkahle. Startled out of all presoice of mind, 
they admitted him without hesitation ; and the 
Prince and hie young compamon were ushered 
l^ the lacqueys to the chamberlains, and by the 
chamberlatns into s suite of state apartments — 
unoccupied, — yet as a matter of etiquette, nightly 
illuminated, — at that epoch equalled in splen- 
dour by few royal palaces in Europe. — Count 
Brahl, who in the prime minister never sunk 
the courtier, had in fiu^ made his own love of 
luxury a means of adulation to hie sovereign. — 
" I am obliged to play the prodigal," was his 
boast in earlier life, " or His Majesty would for- 
get to pporide me with the necessaries of life;" — 
and Augustus himself, too indolent for a due 
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obeerroDce of the pomps and fonnfi of royalty, 
(having passed his youth in the hunting field, 
followed to the ehace in all seasons and all 
weathers by the ugliest queen in Europe, in 
her sedfui chair,) — was well satisfied that the 
magnificence of the courts of Dresden and War- 
saw should be borne on the shoulders of his 
minister. — 

To gratify tiie tastes of the king, — the chief 
feature of whose disastrous reign was the collec- 
tion of the Dresden gallery, and the improTemeUt 
of the Meissen manufectoiy of porcelain, — pictures 
and vases of the most exquisite kind accordingly 
adorned the apartments so frequently honoured 
with the royal presence : and even Czartoryski, 
although regarding with a jealous eye the pos- 
sessions of hie rival, could not bu.t cast a glance 
of admiration on the unrivalled productions of 
genius gracing his palace. — On Konstanty, the 
efiect of the brilliant scene was overpowering. 
Such was the atmosphere which, to the giddy fop, 
presented the ideal of paradise ! He could con- 
ceive no beatitude more celestial than to be a 
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dweller in thoae lofty chambere vaulted witii 
golden fretwork, hung with the rich and 
glowing tapestry of Gobelin; — ^reeplendent with 
gilding, crystal, lapis - lazttla, marble, — with 
pearl-embroidered divans, and sofas of Turkish 
brocade. 

" Happy Briihl !" thought he, as he tripped 
along the Persian carpet. — " Talk of heroism,— 
philosophy, — the laurel ! — Make me minister to 
a lazy king, and give me this palace for my 
Serai 1" 

Such were the ideas passing in the mind of the 
courtierling at the moment he was on the point 
of surrendering the lives of some sixteen thou- 
sand individuals to the edge of the sword ! — such 
hie ungodly coveting, when the chamberlain, 
throwing open the polished doors of an apart- 
ment, at the very end of the suite, announced 
'* His Highness Prince Czartoryski," to the 
satrap of the resplendent scene. But* could it 
indeed be he, — the Sybarite — ^the Sardanapalus, — 
the Alcibiades, — on whom the eyes of Felinski 
fell on entering? Was such hie voluptuous re- 
treat T— Such the laxniy of his retirement ^— 
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Habited in a suit of the simplest kind, — bia 
gray hair combed <nit,-^hi9 person devoid of a 
single ornament, — ^bis pallid and attenuated face 
worn by care, — his countenance sharpened by a 
restless and anxious exprwsion, — a peerish look- 
ing old man rose from a table on which bnmed 
two solitary tapers, beside a small book, evidently 
of a derotioDal kind. A cvp of medicated drink 
stood beside it ; — and the Count, startled beyond 
all self-control, had scarcely time to lay aside 
his spectacles, ere he rose to welcome with cold 
but most ceremonious politeness bis inexplicable 
guest. 

" Suffer me to conduct your highness into 
another apartment," said be. "This valetudi- 
narian's chamber is fit only for a dck oM 
man; who, when thus undeservedly honoured, 
is willing for a time to -forget his infirmities." 

" Widi your excellency's pardon," replied the 
Prince, (fixing on the tremulous and shrunken 
hand of his rival a scrutinizing eye, which 
when Briihl jealous of his inquisition hastily 
concealed, Czartoryski directed his glances od- 
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ward to the dobr, to imply an especit^ deaire for 
privacy,) — " If we are here secure from iater- 
rap^oD, It ifi lumecesaaiy to distm-b you further. 
The imp(Vtant baEoness which eompela me to 
ireqaas on your Excellenqr'g attention, is of a 
highly confidential nature." 

The Count turned hie emaciated comitenance 
towards Konstanty, aB if in demand for further 
explanation, 

" Suffer me to present to the notice of your 
Excellency, a deserving young officer of my house- 
hold, — Captain Felinski," — said the Prince; 
"who b desirous of an occasion to make proof 
of his devotion to the intereBts of the state." 

Konstanty's obeisance to the gray-headed 
mihister who for the last five years had been 
the object of his caustic mockeries, was re- 
spectful, even to servility. Already he l^cied 
he could feel a string of orders hanging to his 
own button-hole; — already he imagined him- 
self invested for life with a Staroatwo and its 
dignities.-- 

"Since you deny me the satiebctioa of re- 
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ceiling ^a more worthilj," said ihe Count,' 
having formally acknowledged the eslutation of 
the young stranger ; " deign at least to be seated' 
here in my lazaret." And toachir^ on the table 
before him a spring connected with the bell of 
the anti-chamber, his confidential valet-de-cham- 
bre appeared. 

" Hermann !" swd he, " recollect that while 
his Highness honours me with his company, / 
am alone." A phrase conveying to the establish- 
ment his Excellency's will not to be interrupted 
by the entrance of the maitre dliotel, with an- 
nouncements or refreshments. 

On the disappearance of the attendant, a de- 
liberate look of inqoiry on the part of the feeble 
but still dignified old man, seemed to demand 
an explanation of the peremptory visit of the 
Prince. 
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VfMt, rapine, qioil, without, th' Hianlt begin, . 
And our mad tiilMs mpplant the fence wUhin, 
Since UwD their good thej will not undentand, 
Tia time to take the nion»rch*a power in lund ; 
Antbority and force to }oiii with tkiH, 
And aare the lunatics against their wilL 
The aame rough meana that 'laage the crowd appeaae 
Oar Mnates raging with the cn>wd'a diieaie. 

AmsAtom jwo jtcarroFBEL. 



'■' Mat I preBune to inquire, in the first in- 
stance," said the Prince (careful not to hazard 
the premature disctoBure of intelligence of which 
the astute statesman might afLerwards pretend 
previous cognizance), — " whether your Excel- 
lency has any especial adrertiBemeDt of troubles 
in the provinces of Mazowsze and Lithuania V — 
The desire of harasang his guest by a bitter 
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retort, blinded the eyes of Count Briihl to the 
object of the interrogation. 

" None !" replied he, — " unless such as must 
neceBsarilj be more extensively known to the 
Home of Czartoryski than to His Majesty's mi- 
nister; — and which, thanks to the law-deling 
and God -defying recklessness of our Rns^an . 
allies, are sufficiently bruited throughout the 
courts and coimtries of Europe." — 

"I am to infer then, that no tidings have 
reached the H^h-Chancery of a political Union, 
— purporting to repress, by yet ruder uproar, 
the disturbances of the Radzivillians and their 
party?" 

*' Such rumours may have reached the bureau 
of the Chancellor of the Interior, — I am not 
aware that he has considered them worthy of 
reference to the Rada, or to myself." 

" Pardon me, my lordl — Yonr Excellency 
would have cause to resent that the information to 
which / am alluding, had been with^held by one 
poor quarter of an hour from your private ear." — 

" With yonr Highness's permission, " said 
Briihl, agam laying his hand on the table 
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spring, " I Trill summon m; confidential secretary : 
hj whose assistance I shall be better enabled to 
confer with you." — 

" No 1" said Czartoryski firmly. " Our ooa<- 
ference is not of a nature to admit such inter- 
poration. — I must commnne with your Gzcellency 
&ce to face, mind to mind; or. retain my intelli- 
gence for the Rada Nienstajqca,— or the opening 
of the dietine at Petrikow." — 

" Speak, Prince 1" — said Count Briihl, startled 
and impressed by the decision of his tone.^— " I 
conclude I h^ve to thank your courte^ for hay- 
ing selected me as the first referendiary of an 
afiair which, by,yonr inferences, I understand 
to be of grave import V'—r 

" Most serious, — ^most urgent, — most fatal," 
replied Czartoryaki, — " and wbiiih, but for a for- 
tunate discoTeiy on the part of my friend here, 
Captain Felinski, and his promptitude in affording 
me the means of exposure to your Excellency, 
would probably have been heard of within a 
week's Ume at Warsaw, by the conquering march 
of an insurgent army." — 
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A nod from tlie PriDoe and the earaest in- 
quiries of the miiuBter, now gave the ugoBl for 
Konetanty's circani&lantial naiTfttive ; which was 
imparted with more ^nccmctuess and energy than 
might have been anticipated from the ordiuaiy 
jai;gon o£ the coxcomb. — During tibe explanation, 
CzartoryBki fixed the Bcnitiny of hig keen eyes 
upon the countenance of the Prime Minister. Bat 
statesmanship of forty yetm' daration had har- 
dened it (gainst all auch examinations ; and the 
Prince might as eauly hare decyphered the cha- 
racterB of human passion on the surface of a 
parchment diploma. 

" Most singular — most strsnge 1" was all his 
comment at the termination of Felinski's romantic 
ttle. " And the disclosures by which your atten- 
tion was directed to this synod of the Puszcza of 
Labionki, took place, nr, if I rightiy understand, 
in the stall or shop of some brokering Jew in the 
hamlet, — ^villf^, — ^town (how shall we name it T) 
ofLubloystr— 

" We will name it, if your Excellent^ pleases" 
sud Czartoryski ocmtemptuoasly, " a town, — con- 
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taining three thouBand and some hundreds o{ 
mhabitants ; — swayed by a chief magistrate of 
Vour Excellency's espedal - appointment ; and 
boasting among its burghers many — perhaps loo 
many iadividuals professing nnlimited derotion 
to the houM and succession of Saxony." 

" I humUy thank you, Prince, for a reply to 
one portion of my iutem^tion," said Count 
firiihl, a sl^ht tinge of red overspreading his 
withered cheeks. " It is, I conclude, to Captain 
Felinski I must look for an answer to the more 
important part of my queBtionl" — 

" His Excellency wishes to learn, my dear 
Felinski, the came of your Ttsit to this Zydowkan 
den of treason," said Czkrtoryski with an ironical 
smile. " He will not allow me to economise your 
blushes by attributing ^e fact of your keeping 
ill-company to the follies which occasionally lead 
your superiors to traffic with usurera and bond 
scriTeners." 

This sally, intending to satirize the well- 
known propensities of the prodigal Saxon noble, 
fwled in its effect. Briihl was too busily en- 

TOL. 11. H . 
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gaged ifi ezamiaing the counbea&iiee of the witaeu 
to have an ear for the Barcasma o£ his enemy. 
'* You vere tempted then into this suBpieious 
liabitation, by your neceutties ? " inqnired the 
statesman; — deairous of piquing Felineki into 
further revetationB. 

" If your excellency pleaaee — No ! " — replied 
the young Pole, with the morgue of an Ottoman. 
" I went thither, on the contrary, with a heavy 
puree of ducatB in my hand." — 

'* To put forth on uBurious interest?"— 
" No, my lord I — With your pardon, I am 
compeBed to admit, that the origin of my well- 
Elarred visit, was an adventure of gallantry." 

"How, Sir!" excWmed Briihl. "Was the 
wretched habitation you denounce of Btill deeper 
infamy than an usurer's stall?" — 

" A young person in whom I was interested 
was accidentally its inmate," — 

" I scarcely see my way through these mye- 
teries," observed Briihl, bending his eyes Bted- 
fastly on the Prince ; " yet I cannot for a mo- 
ment imagine your Highness would draw the 
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-Attehtian of goYernmfent to any but authentic 
sources of information. — It is impossible, bov- 
§Ter, to proceed without seme insight into the 
■localities and particularities of the disturbed 
district. — No time is to be lost. I must request 
frince Czartoryski's patience and the attendance 
of "his" prot^g6, while I summoii the attendance 
of Count Czelenszki (on whose estate, recently 
«nfranchised, these discontents appear to be in 
active pr(^;resa) ; and the presence of His Grace 
the Primate, as President of the Rada, without 
whose counsel and sanction I cannot presume 
to lay the details before His Majesty or the 
Senate." — 

The secretary was accordingly summoned, 
and despatched with a signet ring and invitations 
of pressing urgency to the two Magnats. *' There 
is a ball at Countess Potocka's," said the minister 
to his official delegate. " You will find Cze- 
lenszld among the dancers ; — bat hasten first 
to the Archbishop of Onesna ; or Ub Grace 
will have betiJten himself to rest. — Go, Sir-^ 
the mission is of life and death." — 
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«■ In conmderation of the propenaties of the 
pardee," cried the Prince, as the' secretary 
respectfully hastened to obey, '* your Excelleney 
would surely hare done better to despatch the 
gentleman at once t» ■" 

*' Pardon ms ! " intermpted Count Briihl, 
eager to prevent a retort on the part of the 
caustic Czartoryski so bitter as to interrupt the 
harmony of their negociations. "It is because 
the h&uDls of my friends are known to me 
that I ^us issue my instructions." — He was fiilly 
aware of the contempt entertained, by the Prince 
for the feeble, but well intentioned Primate; 
and that Czelensaki, although connected with 
the Czartoryski family and on terms of friend- 
ship with the noble ladies of Pulawy, was per- 
sonally unacceptable to the Priiwie. But the 
necessity for witnesses both to and of the con- 
ference between the prime minister of Augus- 
tus and the factious partizan of the Republic, 
suggested their presence as a mutual check and 
piutual evidence. — ■ 

It would have amused a disinterested person. 
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or rather a perdou interested ia detecting the 
weaknesses of these guardiacs of the weUare of 
a great, but decaying, nation, — to observe the two 
individuals high in station as human dignity 
Could make them, -^ — loathing each other with 
an intensity of abhorrence great in proportion 
t» the m%h^ interests out of which the sen- 
timent arose, — sitting together in the BtillneeB of 
niglit, ia a chamber dimly lighted, sioiling with 
&ctiUous smiles, discoursing in artifidal discourse 
of objects foreign to the excitement of the hoar ; 
and each solely and strongly bent on turning 
the other to account, and rendering him snb- 
'servient to his personal interests and selfish 
projects. 

To Konstant^, however, who had not snf- 
fident philosophy to enjoy the lesson, and no 
interest in either the Prince, or the Minister ex- 
cepting so &r as they could be rendered admi- 
nistrative to hia own vanity, the 'minutes passed 
with a -leaden pace. — His two lordly companions 
uttered sententious phrases touching the Fine 
arts — ^the progress of literature, of luxury, which 
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he thought ungtilarly tedioue; waodi^ wit to 
detect and admire the hollownees of purjMSe and 
vagueneoB of tone which proved that the minda 
of both -were wandering ; and that T^hile they 
prated of the Laoooon or the Whetter, their 
sonls were with the machinationB of the RntHati 
cabinet, the deliberations of the Diet, and the 
Confederation of Lnbionki. — 

At length, and to the great relief of all parties, 
the eqmp^e dispatched for the Primate rolled 
into the court-yard ; and almost at the same time 
Czelenszki made hia appearance. — A few minute^ 
BufBced to elicit from the lips of the imnist«r 
(practised in the act of diplomatic exposition) an 
outline of the momentous affair requiring their 



" From you; my lord Archbishop," said Count 
Briihl) addresnng Lubienski, in conclusioD, " I 
have to implore advice respecting the eligibility 
of laying a matter eo critical before his Maj^ty^ 
in his present most prKarions condition: — from 
jijmi. Count, to' solicit such information in attsc- 
tation of the circmnstances narrated by Captain 
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Feltnski, as ma; throw further light upon the. 
mystery!" 

" I am compelled to admit with regret," re- 
plied Czelenski, deeply moved by the intelligence 
he had just received, " that I am very insaffidently 
ftcqaainiied with the condition of my property In 
Mazowaze. My ancestors have rarely Inhabited 
Wodarodko ; ^d since my retora irom ray tru- 
vels, I have visited it only for a-fortnight." 

"And yet," said Uie Primate sternly, "yon 
presumed to require of the slate, for a race whose 
habits and dispositions were unknown to yon, a 
BanctioQ for their insubordination, — a license for 
their treasons 1 — My lord — my lord ! — you have 
much to adswer for in this matter." — 

" I myself represented to Count Czelenszki," 
said Briihl, " in conceding the point, to which he 
attached so much importance, that he was bestow- 
ing means of mischief on a community who would 
probably turn against themselves, and certainly 
against him, the weapons placed in their imprac- 
tised and misjadging hands ; that he was depriv* 
ing them of the protection of his' seignory, without 
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according either a compeDBation or a eubsUtation 
of authority." 

" Let me iutreat your Excellraicy to remem- 
ber," said Czelenszki, with dignity, yet flmhed foy 
anxiety lest bideed the evil should prove in any 
way connected with his rash but generously 
motived measures, — " that according to the ac- 
counts at present before o», this union, this Confe- 
deration, this contjnrac^, must have been months, 
p^haps years, in process of formation. Mif inter- 
ference in behalf of the peasants of the Wodarod- 
ko estates dates but from a month ; and it ii my 
most conscientious belief that had it ^rlier af- 
forded to these nii^;uided bat miserable men, 
beacon-light, of hope to cheer the darkness of 
their condition, they had not enkindled watch- 
fires of treason among the forests of Mazowsze." 

" We are not »pt to commend the husbandry 
of those who scatter their giiod seed on a waste 
unprepared by tillt^e to aid its germinatitm," ob- 
served C/artoryski. "Count Czelenszki seems to 
have anticipated a prosperous harvest on easy 
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"Count Czelenszki anticipated, -^ hoped, ^— 
Ifttsted—tbAt by the aid of Providence he mighr 
become an inBtmntent of good to his fellow-craa- 
tares," said the young man loftily. *< If he looked' 
with an eye somewhat t^x) Bangnine upon the means 
at hifi command, blame hia youth, my lord ; and 
hi» firm and honest confidence that his people, — 
bis fellow countrymen, — his fellow-Polanders, : — 
those who hare followed his fore&there to victory 
over the hordes of Musoovy and T&tary,— would" 
follow' him in Ru^^rt of the institutions of tbiir 
country, and the rejection of foreign usurpation." 

" My young friend," interposed the Arch- 
bishop, personally as well as professionally a man 
of peace, and now ei^er to prevent the outburst 
of irritation bovering on the lips of Czartoryski ; 
'* would have done well to remember that a tot- 
tering wall is not to be re-endowed with stability 
b; the interpolation of here and there a Ivick or 
granite Woek of sounder quality. The foundations 
themselves must be renovated ; or a partial repa- 
ration tends but to accelerate the ruin of the struc-^ 
ture. Count Czelenszki would have better admi- 
b5 
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Bistered to the intorestai (tf die caiue headvoeates BO 

wannly, E^renoimcing those habits of atMBDteeinn 
be has pleaded in ezteauation of hie ignorance of 
the unquiet spirit exUting Qinong his Wodarod- 
kers;— by settling on his estates, redresang the 
grievances of hJiM people, and subduing momuire 
\Thich had clearly Uieir origin in the profi%acy 
snd insubordination of the people, of Iiubloyet;" 

*' Under your Grace's gracious pardon," stud 
Konstanty, (et^r to win &Tour with his noUe 
neighbour of Wodarodko) " the people of Lubloyet, 
— ^properly the pe(^Ie of Lubloyet, — are a mce 
«4 suhmissive and mbserrient wretches as you 
would wish to see." 

"As I would not wi^ to see r'stfiraly respond- 
ed the Primate. 

" Nor was it till companies of filthy Jews and 
conning Jesuits were quartered among them 
that"— 

" Whoever you may be, young Sir," interrupted 
the Archbishop, bending a brow not often' knit 
in sternness, " respect this presence more than to 
unite [^ an unseemly figore of speech, the misbe- 



Dgitiz^dbv Google 



OF LVBIOMKI ■ 186 

-iieVuig JewB of Lubloyet with' sons of the trwi 
church, under whatever apecificatioii included." 

"Therem, at least," eaid Czelenszki, -widi 
honourable candour, " have I indeed an error' 
« avow. The Jesuit diiefly implicated in tJus 
fearful discovery, is ray Almoner : — and the Jews 
who" — '■ — 

'* No •/ewJt ^'i°t ; I denounced hut a single 
Jew; — a certain IsraelitiBh broker and con- 
liictor of the tovn of Lubloyst," said the flippant 
PfJinski. 

" The Jews, — ^you were about to sayt" eaid 
firiihl, taming to Czeleaiszki ; and for his own 
share, eager only to obtain the best information 
on the subject under <Uscus^n. 

"The Jews, my lord, have I fear been over- 
much encouraged and protected on my estates of 
Lubloyst: which, having been consigned to the 
legislation of my agents and Ekonoms, — by iheir 
advice, and in some measure for want of com- 
petition, the distillerieB, charcoal-pits, saltpetre 
works, and other undertakings, have been leased 
to Jews ; men of credit hitherto unblemished, 
hut it appears extensively implicated in"— — 
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" Pard<m me ! — ^not txttathely" a^am intaw 
rupted Konstanty. " 1 most once more enb^at 
yoar lordship to remember tliat I have uclpded in 
my deauociatioa only one Szmuhl, of the Jewish 
suburb of Lubloyel ; whose den of thievery has 
proved a hatching-hole of treason."' 

"My chief tenant!" ejaculated Czelengzki; 
" and part holder of the meet considerable distil- 
lery in the district." 

" Had your lordship deigned to dry up that 
E^undant source of wretchedness and bmtaliza- 
tioa," said the Primate, gravely, " it had been an 
aet of greater mercy towards the seris of Wodarpd- 
ko, than to 6nd themselves deprived of your pro- 
tection under a pretence of enfrancblsal. 

" We waste time !" cried Czartoryski, impa- 
tient ofunavaihng diecussions, when so short a 
period remained for action. "The effect, and 
not the cause, liow imports us. What is to be 
done t — ^A few hours* delay, and it will be indis- 
pensable that the afiair should be laid before the 
tribunal of Petrikow : while by prompt measoRS 
this Confederation, (chiefly important as a auclens 
of future mischiefe) might be put down, withoat 
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rendering tbe act a watcbword for the gathering 
tc^tber of the malconteutB of the kingdom." 

"At the presect moment," replied the Arcl^ 
Inshop of OneaDft, calmly^, " all overt demoOBtnk- 
tions should be as far ae possible aroided. The 
infirm and inefficient conditiim of his Majesty 
would leave the reeponsibilitf of the act on my 
own Bbonlders, should it please Providence, by 
a sadden acceleration of hie fatal maladies, to 
remove oar gracious king." 

" And what responsibility will it leave," cried 
Czartoryaki, impatiently, " should a general union 
of the Confederations actually take place; to Join 
forces with the rebel Radzivil, and bring their 
oompIaintB and intimidations to the very plain of 
the Volat— My lords, — while we trifle thus, the 
Republic is in danger !" — 

" I humbly trust not," repled Briihl, cheered 
by the presence of Lnbienski,— a man indebted for 
his elevation to the house of Saxony and its dele- 
gates. " Nay, at present, we have but the tes- 
tunony of a single witness to the Yeiy enstence 
of the evil." 
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" I am inclined to instigate," ami ike Primate, 
" that my yoang friend. Count Czelenaski (avow- 
«dly the aatlior of some portion of the evil), do 
instandy Bet off for the disturbed districts :-^tak« 
accurate note of the state of pablic feeling, — 
and acqaaint ua hy express of the ui^encies of 
the case." — 

" Madness!" — cried Czartoryski, chafing beyond 
his own control at the supineness of the valetu- 
dinarian minister and sober churchman. — " The 
train is on the eve of explosion; — a few hours 
only remain to us for a countermine!" — - 

"The night after to-morrow, my noble lord," 
said Konstanty Felinski, " was expreroly desig- 
nated ly these two d<^ of — the — the — two Jesu- 
its, — I would say, — ^for the asseiubling of the Con- 
federation; — armed, and in order of resistance. 
Let the insni^ents once march forward in array 
from the recesses of the Puszcza, bearing defi- 
ance to all constituted authorities and promise 
of redemption to the peasantry, and ten thousand 
men will flock to the standard (^ the Holy Cross 



Dgitiz^dbv Google 



OV LUBIOMKI. 169 

^idiht twice ten hours of tjie soundiBg of their 
Warvcry!" — 

" Invoked in the name <^'th^ coaBtiy and 
fteir creed," cried Cielenszki, "(for whatever nefii- 
rions purpose those sacred words be {HN^med,) 
not a son of Uie sofl but will quickly join their 
array." — 

"Yoa apprehend, then, in right earnest," 
said Briihl, iucUniog to reliance on Czelenszki'fi 
view of a case where his conclusions could not 
but be lenient, " that -the Confederation of Lnbi- 
onki presents an aspect of grave import to the 
Uepablicr— 

"Many trifling circumstances within-my own 
knowledge are, I must admit, concurrent with 
the declarations of Captain Felinski," replied the 
Count, gravely. 

" Then, indeed, is the peril imminent I" cried 
Briihl, — starting from his seat. "We must not 
even pause till morning to lay the affair before 
those great officers of the Rada who have not 
'yet set off for Petrikow." — 
• " Preventative measores, if speedily and de- 
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cidedly taken," said the Archbishop, in his UBuai 
mild, drawling, tone (ao much at variance with 
tiie promptitade he advocated), " might itill ibre- 
8tal demoDstratione alike alarming to the R«^ 
puUic, and injuriooa to the people." 

"The two cavalry regiments in quarters at 
Lozienka, under the command of .the gallant 
Colonel Salkaneki, shall have order of march 
within half an hour," continued Count Brithl, 
taking his tablets from his pocket. "Were it 
not hazarding the excitement of public curiosity 
and surmise, I would venture a request to Prince 
Czartoryski that the brigade of Uhlans in which 
this gentleman is serving should proceed with 
them on their route. As it b, I must rely upon 
his friendly aid to aanclion Captain Felinski's 
service with the troops of the Republic, to whom, 
his guidance and instructions appear indispen- 
able." 

Czartoryski, detecting in the project of Briihl 
an intention to exonerate himself towards Key- 
' serling and the Czartoryskian par^ by premising • 
the coalition of its princely leader, readily acqui- 
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esced in the proposal. Already be noticed in 
the coantenanee of the minieter (although tcoa-' 
bled by new and unexpected anxieties) an ex- 
presBion of exultation arising from bis own 
advances. Beset by the contentions of mal 
fiictionsi each saw in the other the sole ally by 
whose support he might be enabled to make 
head against the majorily. — 

. " My young friend," said the Prince, glancing 
kindly at Felinski, has past three nights with- 
out rest, and two days on horseback. I there^ 
fore solicit of your Excellency, in his name, a 
rendezvous with the troops at Wielicz, a station 
within four leagues of Lnbloyst. / will take 
care that he is at his post." 

" It is my intention instantly to visit Wodar- 
odko," said Czelenszki, perplexed by the cour- 
tesies thus singularly passing between two men 
whose reciprocal antipathy had filled the king- 
dom with foreign troops. " If Captain Felinski, 
— ^whom I recognize with pleasure as the son 
of a neighbour highly respected in the district 
of Lnbloyst, — ^will accept a seat in my travelling 
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carriage, we eball reach Wielicz some time pre- 
vioas to the amval of fhe detachment !" — ■ 

*' Be it so!" — eaid the Prince; while Konstanty 
bowed his acknowledgements: — and, after a short 
conierence, employed by Count Briihl and his 
secretary in taking notes of names, distances, 
and nmnhersf — Czelenezki and the young soldier 
departed together : while the primate, perceiving 
on the part of Prince Czartoryski an inclination 
to prolong hie ioterriew wifti the prime-minister, 
and eager in lus soul to promote union between 
those whose good understanding bo deeply im- 
ported the interests of the Republic, hastened his 
adieus to both. 

" I shall repose on the hope," said he, as he 
((luttad the chamber, ** that your Excellency's in- 
structions to Colonel Salkanaki will be to"spare 
the waste of human life, and reduce these mad' 
men to submisaioQ by demonstration of the fniit* 
lessness of resistanca." — 

"To hear these heroes of the Croaer maimder 
at temporal government," ejaculated Bi-iihl, — as 
the pages in waiting closed the door on the 
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exit of tlie Primate, whom Curtory&ki, . and 
' himeelf had coodacted aa far ae the anti-cham- 
ber, — " one _ would im^ue them ignorant that 
baman oompacts have never yet uiiite4 jarriag 
factions, unless by the cement of human blood ; 
--^aQ effusion indispensable in libation to the At^ 
<jf earthly diBcord." 

"And yet 'tis hard," said Czartoryski, sneer- 
ingly, " that, having deprived these men of ,arts, 
commerce, and motivefi of honourable industry, 
we ahonld affect to reprove them with the roaring 
Toice of a cannonade, only because Beelzebub, 
Ending them idle, affords employment to their 
leisure! — ^Tbis grant of Czelenszki's will prove a 
mighty source of evil !" — ■ 

"Adverse (urcumstances have rendered it so," 
replied the Count. " But 'tis not too late ; — and 
unce in spite of the Primate's churchmanly remon- 
strance, — in epite of your lordship's inferences, — 
blood mast flow to calm the fever of the Confede- 
ration, be it my task to tarn it into a channel that 
may effiice the dgn-manual on the fatal contract 
of Wodarodko. But that I eE|^ the diadows of 
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behind the scenes of this rural drama, my first 
task should be to cut through the coil of ropes 
twisted by the boyish' folly of CzelenszU." 

" One word more, my lord, ere I leave your 
Excellency to the digestiini of the difficulty," said 
, Czartoryski, — as they agwn reached the threshold 
of the minister's cabinet or oratory. " On the 
eve of my departure for Petrikow, I crave the 
favour of a few mjnutes' private audience." 

And once more the astonished secretary of 
Count Brlihl saw the door of the little chamber 
close mysteriougly upon the conference of his 
master and his master's enemy ! — 
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And moii, — wIumb He&r'D-ecMt«d hce 
The imile* of love «doni,— ' 

Hui'i inbuDutnity to man 
Make* conntlew thoiuandi mouni. 



And ncnr, the storm which for so many months 
had been gathering over the fair fields of 
MazowBze, was on the eve of hunting forth ! — Al- 
though the incarceration of Zydowka and the 
official seal still affixed upon her dwelling, pre- 
vented access to the stores of Szmuhl, the vi^lant 
Jesuit took care that a sufficient provision of the 
arms and ammuniUon which for a year past had 
been "bj slow degrees, deposited in the vaults, 
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should be removed to the cloister. There was no 
longer time for cautioD. Let the atteation of the 
Grodski of Labloyst be attrftcted or not by the 
number of peasants daily visiting the Jeaoitrjr, it 
was indispensable that the confederation should 
be placed in order of action, without the delay 
of a day, an houi-, a minute. 

, Accustomed to the utmost exercise of his facul- 
tiea, — to examine, combine, direct, and look widely 
into the future without losii^g sight of the pr«9«ttg 
interests of the passing hour, — Father Joachim 
appeared to gather strength and energy from the 
approaching crisis. 

" At the head of a body of ten tbonsand 
armed and able men," mused he, (at the close of 
a night passed in dbtributii^ arms to hundreds of 
af^licants within those consecTUted gates, hereto- 
fore sought for doles of charity or remission o^ 
the stain of mortal sin.) " I shall dictate such 
terms to the senate as will lefeve the richest mitre 
of the Republic at my disposal ; or, if it please 
Heaven -to remove the sickly dotard who now 
weighs downthe throne with lus leaden insignifi- 
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caiKK, let the day (^ election come, and the plttim 
<tf the Vola shall find that other feet than have 
been accustomed to b«nple the sor&ce, can plant 
themaetves on ita ariatocratic earth! — ^Wearily hare 
I dug, and Bowed, and planted; — but easy and 
welcome will be the labours of the harrest 1'* — 

But there was one portion of his task which 
neither skill nor patience could facilitate. Father 
Joachim, who hod found it no difficult matter to 
produce a strong impression on the young and 
ardent mind of Juliass and Miaeczka, — to impose 
on the simplicity of their fathers, — subjugate the 
illiterate boor Nepomucen, — purchase the alle^- 
snce of this Jewish adherent, — or delude and mis- 
gnide by tiie meteoric fire of his eloquence the 
^orapt Chlopstwo of the Puezcza, — had never yet 
found his genius put to the test by bo unruly or bo 
denntlesa an opponent as the damsel of the Jama. 
Doroska, by nature Bhrewd, wilful, vain, and 
petulant, was indebted to the wandering tribes 
with which for three years past she had been in- 
corporated, for a thousand wiles of cunning end 
^Uity. Her brilliant fancy and ready wit were 
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sharpened by hard eoconnter -with the perils and 
perplexities of an itinerant life : — 'by turns a ban- 
terer and wrangler with the populace of cities, 
and a haonter (^ the wildest recesses of savage 
nature, her mind was alternately debased and 
purified, — ^blinded by the vanity of the hour to 
the reprobacy of her pursuits, or restored by the 
Becessities of her condition to the wholesome 
bitterness of repentance ! — Unlettered, untaught, 
uncared for, but eminently superior in faculties 
and dexterity, the cunning neophyte of the Bohe- 
mians sometimes bestowed upon herself, and some- 
times upon others, the venom engendered in her 
bosom by the consciousness of degradation. 

One only person was uadeserredly exempted 
from the contempt and loathing with which 
the outcast regarded the race by whom, she was 
caressed and reviled, — flattered and insulted. 
Her passion for Konstanty FeliuEJci, for the brave 
and beautiful who had stooped to notice her 
in her obscurity, and bestow his afleclions (Am 
affectionsl) on the charcoal -wench. of Lubionki, 
was still unextinguished and inextinguishable. 
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lake many a gaudy plant whose fruits are bitter 
and poiBOOOue, the flower of that first afiection hacl 
been lovely in her eyes, — and the remembrance 
would not pass away. — She cursed the forms 
and institutions that kept them asunder, — the 
prejudices of birth which seemed to interdict 
him from raising her to his bosom and making 
her bis wife : but she cursed not — (how conld 
Bhe,--eo loving and so trusting himt) the be- 
trayer, — the 'cruel, — the falsehearted, — ^who had 
first beguiled her from the humble home of her 
innocent youth ; and then persuaded her to take 
refuge in a vile and baneful calling, only to re- 
move her fVom a neighbourhood where the 
publicity of her shame might be productive of 
evil to himself. Not that the dishonour of a 
miserable Chlopka of the Jama by one of gentle 
birth would have been accounted a crime, or 
even a fanlt, among those of his degree : but 
Konstanty, in the course of his suit, had found 
ample occasion to recognize the unusual stern- 
ness of the W^larz and the ferocity of his 
sons. — 
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- T^e honuliations and dc^^rsdadons hy vhieh 
in the vicisaitades of' her vocation Doroeka had. 
been beset, were howerer trivial in comparison 
with the vexation of finding herself the prisoner of. 
Father Joai^iim, at a monient when the destinies 
of Konstanty seemed dependent on her freedom 
of action. During the summer weeks she had 
passed concealed in the cabin of an obacore 
straznik among the receeses of the Forest, the 
mysteries of the Confederation had been fiilly 
disclosed to her ; and but for her knowledge that 
all her nearest connexions were involved in the 
Union, it is probable she would have attempted 
to «>nvert the discovery into a source of fortune 
for herself or for Konstanty. But Doska, the. , 
wanderer of other provinces, nay, even of 
other countries, — a haunter of feirs, wakes, mar- 
ket-places, — the karczma, and szynk, — was fully 
alive to the importance of the c[ueetion ; and ap- 
prehending that a disclosure might be the means 
of condemning those angry brothers fo an ig- 
nominious death whose animosity she had wil- 
fully provoked, nothing but the discovery ac- 



Dgitiz^dbv Google 



OP LUBIONKI. 171 

ddentally effected oa occasion of the Zydowka'8 
sireet,' Trwild bave induced her to plttce the' 
important eecret at the idfflpoaal of the:yoHiig 
soldier. ' ^i^ uovf — 'new that she vae a prisoner, 
-riftisiBte cf her;ricknfeB'and feebleBess a hound 
oaptjye in: a cdl of the Zakon Jisuit^w <rf 
Lubloyst, — >ahp.hB4 U» mtseiy of luiening that 
KonBtanty bad gone forth vith the express 
intention €^ seeking out tjie Forest meeting: 
-r-that Hi life was in -the pdwerof herenrciged 
kindred ; or tbeirs-^C&tal altenmtiTc) — ^in hk ! 

And there ehe la;, — ^hamp6red ih the toils of 
the enemy ;-i-^eglected, forgotten; or renaeiQbered 
<Mily that a pittance pf bread and water might 
keep Hfe fluttering in her repining heart t-^S^, . 
the lithe of limb, — ^the tree-climber,— the poBture 
midtrew, — to whose elastic musclea movement 
was life, — lay bound on the hard pallet of a 
monastic cell, — measuring with her bloodshot 
eyes the height of the closely barred window; 
and Tunly trying to iret away the hempea OQJois. 
cuttii^ into her. delicate flesh 1 — Twice had Fa- 
ther Joachim visited her, in her 'pr»on,..in the 
i2 
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hope of obtaining eome iniight into Konstanty's 
objects and intentions,: and twice when (foiled' 
in bis purpose by the conrsgeoas bat audacioas- 
gnnnees of the- captive) he addressed her in ihe- 
t^rms of spiritual reprobation ber abject calling 
seemed to justify, Doska's indignation burst fortb 
into a torrent of invective, josti^ring fortber 
severity. — . 

" Lie there, blBspbemer!" cried he at last, 
Btut:^ home hj her biting sarcasms, *' lie there, 
cbokiug with the venom of thy bitter nature ; whUe ' 
the limbs of thy dainty paramour feed the prey- 
birds of Lubionki. I ask thee of thy lover but to ' 
probe thy own designs; for soon shall the mangled 
body of Konstanty Fehnski hang to the highest 
tree of the Puszcza, — a mark of scorn for the 
Confederates of the Holy Cross, — a mark ot 
congregation for the vultures of Mazowsze !" — 

This stroke of vengeance was to ill-judged 
as it was cruel. The mind of Doska, at all 
timra a ehaoB of ungovernable pasaons, and re- 
cently excited by her perilous adventures in the - 
forest, hM wound, her momentary reunion with' 
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Ae idol of her in&tuated heart, — waa easUy 
iDfiamed to madneas; and had not the Jeauit 
quitted the ceU ere she recovered power of 
utterance, it is probable that not even the in- 
.durated bosom of s son of Loyola, had been 
proof against her anguish, her adjurations, her 
wild but tender lamentatiQUs. 

And Bnch was her condition, when Nepo- 
mucen Pnlafahi (on whose susceptible heart the 
airy elegance of Doska's figure m her fandiiJl 
vest of green and gold, as she was borne from 
the Zydowka'6 dwelling, had n^e a powerfbl 
impression) having left Father Joadiim safe at 
Xoblowicz with Juliusz and his &ir guest, made 
all speed for the Friary, in hopes of obtaining a 
second glance of the prisoner. 

" Twere a sbame that the poor girl suffered 
any injury at the hands of those old hooded 
crows, the knavish Jesuits," thought he, as he 
^approached the portal. " For though not alto- 
gether of spotless life, and as I have heard, a 
mere rope-dancer and tumbler at the Dantzig 
(air, the damsel is of rare grace and iascination. 
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Never belieTe me if tbe ' braidied locks of Mi- 
necxka- Micbaelokska are^ longer or brighter; — 
or the black eyes of the BwiBe-herdesB of Oatre- 
nimpezch half so ^rkltng 1 "-^ 

During the abeenoe of the floperior, Nepoma- 
cen, aB a Bwom Confederate,' oommaBded free 
access to the friary.:: nor had he waodered long 
among the cloistere, before the ihoans of the 
wretched prisoner sufficiently indicated the place 
of her confinement. Bat ihe cell was barfed and 
locked ; and the ntmost the lubber conid e6e(;t 
in gratification of his' curiosity, wte to filinib lip 
to the grated window for a remote eitrvey of its 
inmate. All, however, that had; 'cbptivAted him 
in the pictnresque figure of the ydujsg BoheiaUo 
had disappeared. Hand-bound, and foot^bound, 
■ — her countenance distorted — ^h^ teeth -gnac^ing 
— her lips U^^d,-^I>oroBka lay calling upon death 
to terminate her sitfibrii^. 

"The poor wench is frighted oat of 'her rea- 
sonable self!" mattered Nepomoeen, aghast at 
the grievous ^pectade. " Never heUeve me but 
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'tis a Bcandal to a Christitui country that » hard- 
souled, BeditioQ-sowing, flinty-faced priest, should 
' lay violent hands upon a creature as fr^;ile and - 
graceful as a roe of Ae Puszcza. For all her 
clipsome waist and arch looks, the poor Bohe- 
mian is DO longer fit for anght but a lazaret for 
lunatics." 

Attracted hj the sudden darkening of the iar- 
-Ww window, the nJiserable girl turned her looks 
upon the intruder. 

*' Fiend !" cried ehe — and Pulafeki's heart 
'tiirilled at the intensity of her shrill accents. 
" Art thou come to take me hence ? — Wel- 
come, dark one, welcome 1 — although the chaise 
lead to more fearfiil doi-ance."^ 

" FftUence, patience, Pamia Doroska," cried 
Nepomucen, hoping to pacify her by excess of 
courtesy. "Never mistake me for Niemczyk 
OP fiend ! — look again, sweet, — and thou wilt see 
only an honest Mazur, — a much admirer of thy 
trimly waist and gre^ cassokin." 

" I know that voice !" Mtered the sufferer, 
a glimpse of reasoa reviating her distempered 
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.. brain. " Art thoa not the lubber son of the rich 
former Pulafstir 

" What thou wilt," — cried he, clingii^ to the 
window bars ; and i^ain in the honesty of hia 
. heart cursing the cruelty of her jailors. 

' " Tell me," she cried — a ray of hope impart- 
il^ a momentary charm to her countenance; 
'* tell me (if thou art, a» thou boastest thysetf, a 
mui and an honest Mazur,) — have they — have 
they murdered my Konstanty V' 

" Not that Hayduck or Grodski, or all the 
splachta of the district in council at the Ratusz, 
have at present made out," replied the kind- 
hearted oaf; — and " old Felinski and my father- 
in-law of Wraniczko that is to be or was to be, are 
off to the can:q> to seek after him. — Blockheads! 
Never believe me but they might as well take 
flight after last summer's swallows, or last wiu*^ 
ter's fieldfares, as pace their way after so wild p. 
tmant as the mad Captain !" 

" He is not dead, — he is tiot hanged on high 
to a tree of the Puszcza !" shrieked Doeka, in a 
frenzy of joy. " Mighty God ! whom have I blas- 
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pKemed pardon, oh! pardon me: — and thon, 
— man — ^friend, — comforter,— receive my thaoka." 

" Thou art thankful for small kindness ; and 
no wonder," rejoined Nep, "seang that thy 
treatment is none of the mildest. Be of better 
cheer, damsel 1 When I come again, it shall be 
with file and crow-bar to open thy prison door, 
9nd a stout knife to cat asunder those biting 
cords ; and should I gtun promise of a smile and 
a kiss by way of recompense (and 'tis more than 
ever yet earned my kindness of the proad Panienka 
of Wraniczko,) never believe me if I do not set 
thee at liberty !" — 

*'Doit!" cried the captive, her eyes spark- 
ling with hope, '* and see with what tender gnir 
titude Doroska shall reward thee. Go, — ^fly ; — 
save me, good Polafski, — every added minute 
here is death." 

At this moment Nepomucen's descent from 
his ^ddy elevation was somewhat accelerated hf 
the sound of the great portal bell, giving notice 
of the arrival of the superior; for though ftir 
differ^tly impressed towards Father Joachim 
I 5 
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from hu friend Jaliues, he' regarded him -wWh 
conaiderBUe awe. Kepomtaoenluraw that it was 
B matter of deconuQ and reiepefttabilit; to Vliow 
deference to the minuttfrsiof hia &ith v sad- wiUi 
a shrewd flaBpicion-'-(a euspioioa as' direwd ae 
many that dart through ^ the; dense underBtan^ 
ings of dolt-beads,) that JF^aither Joat^n .wis a 
knave and a traitor, — cantiBiied to' fear him As a 
man, and revere him as a priest.' Incoherent, 
therefore, and inoonsisteat were the escos^s with 
which he greeted the iaquirtee of 1^« 8i4>wior 
touching the motive of hie visit; and the-Jesoit, 
who had already noticed the. iatpreBBim. made 
upon the oaf by the gracefiil gaeet c^ the: Zydow- 
ka, had little difficult;, in .treeing H to ita'tonn 
oripn. Irfwding an impatient eari to Nepomu- 
cen's pretence of watching over the interests of 
the Confederation, he bad him faaat^, to Lub- 
lowicz, and release Panua Micbaelokska from 
her nnpleasant sitnation. 

Father Joachim had -already satisfied the mis- 
giyingB of his favounte disciple that, feeble and 
promiie - shackled as he was, it was his da^ to 
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'.nuHmt Bad tdu the &eiii i^tb'er than at mourn- 
ing in chinAiey nooks viiile Poland was appeal- 
ing bmnpet- tongned to ^e valour of her chil- 
'dreni-^-and determined tbat Edioald his morrows 
intellig^tce fnnn Warsaw bring tidings of the ap- 
.-proaching diesoilation of the king, the CtHifedera- 
'tion Bhonld towards evening muster openly on the 
{dun of Ostronin^tezch, march upon LuUoyst, 
make prisoneA the official authorities of the town, 
and raise the- beacon flres-oF the Hoi; Croee on 
rfie high lands adjoTning the Vistula. The near- 
est garrison was situated at audi a distance that 
-two days most elapflie ere any defenuve meo- 
.soras cbold ' ba. efficiently taken against their 
movements ;— previous to the'«spiration of which, 
ih& troops mastered' 1^ Father Dionysius would 
.ba in tbe fit^d.— 

" I tell ye," cried Joat^im, in ftddtrtiseing that 
night a select congregation <rf the Pnszcaa- com- 
pany, whom the tiding^ df Felins^s departure 
■from the country ^lun enabled to assemble at 
Xawery's cottage, " that mighty as is the host 
which. God hath gathered t<^ether among bis 
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children of Sarmatia to guard the sancti^ of 
his ark from the touch of Diaudents- and hea- 
thens, no sooner ehall the tocsin sound in th« 
ears of those who elumber by the way «de or 
dresm away their souls in the sloth of luxury 
thap thousands will arise, — yea ! thousands — to 
elevate the banners of the Holy Cross, and bear 
them against the enemies of their country. Hill 
and valley will send forth lemons of oppreased 
and murmuring men, whose injories it will be 
pur happiness to redress ; end when the anthem 
of kingly anointment shall resound in the aisles 
of Krakow, the prince whose consecretioB it pro- 
claims must swear at the altar that equal lawe and 
their honest administration shall consolidate the 
children of the Republic into a Republic indeed."— 
Such were the hopes with which, that night, 
many a youi^ head lay throbbing on its hard 
pillow : — such the promises which gare light and 
life to many a heart long dead to joy : — such 
the visions that brighteoed even the gloom of the 
Jama cabin, so long haunted by the busy fiend of 
tinappeased revenge ! — ^The morrow was to Ining 
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the gatherii^ night of the PuBZ<^a, and the Con- 
federates were already armed, and eager for the 
stru^le. — Bat the morrow mom brought news 
to the Zakon Jesnit6w that the infirm king had 
already received the last rites of the church ; and 
those tidings, instead of disseminatii^ through 
the country the gloom which forma the only pa- 
negyric on a dying prince, imparted to the Con- 
federates the promise of instant relief, and roused 
the partazans of Kussia to greater activity. — 

Never had the eyes of the inhahitants of 
the district of Lubloyst fixed themselves so 
e^^rly on the departing day>light, or so hin- 
goished for tfie darkness of the night, aS on that 
which was to display the signals of insurgency. — 
The evening came. The sun, as if jealous of 
th^r happiness, sent forth a lurid gleam of deep 
red light ; and the dwellers of the valley, bidden 
lo look towards the high ridge of the forest for 
the beacon-light announced by Joachim, gaz^ 
and gazed towards that western horizon, doubt- 
ing, wondering and debatitjg whether the glim- 
mering redness were produced by the eatpiring 
day, or by the promised signal. — 
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" Behold !" cried Ignacy to his aona, looking 
eamwtly from the eDuneaoe pointed out by Ju- 
liuaz to hie &thn- sa the central vista of the forest, 
•< Behold it encreases ! — It ia not finnoet ! it is oo 
reflecti&D of the evening; — for evening wan^ with 
a hIow and ste&dy expiration, and yonder light 
fleckers and wavers." — 

" I see a vapour as of beacon smoke over- 
hanging the spot!" — cried Matiasz, raising his 
confederatka cap from his brows, with a sen- 
'timrat of adoration such as a Mede or Per- 
sian nngbt have testified towards die Iniainary 
of the heavens. — 

"I see. a tongue x^ flame cuiiisg upward to 
the sUes!" — exclainied E^razoit bending his knee 
to earth, and stretching forward his head through 
the dusky twilight. '* HovaaA !-~Vivat I — ^tbe day 
and the, hour are come!*' — And without riw^ 
from. Mb knee, he turned euddenly to the old :&• 
thflF, beside- him, and pressed Ms lips again and 
agun in fdlent gratulatioH to the- toil-^ianlened 
hand of the W^larz. 

'* Up and onwards !" cried Matian. <■ Lose 
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aot a ntinute.' No loiter skulkers in the forest 
dearitig, feat In 'arms br our native country we 
moBter this night &t Ostronintptezcb." — 

i'And titence march to the miasteciko i " — 
cried Erann. — 

" Cros6 in lund will llie ministers of the Al- 
mighty lead ye on," said Ignacy gravely, aa if 
seeking to -moderate the excitement of his two 
rash boys. " But of this oh 1 my sons, be minded : 
that if again young Jnliusz Felinski take et&tion 
among the Oobfederates of tufeionki, ye shall be- 
hold in hiih the friencl of his country, and not 
the brother of Konstanty."-^ 

'♦And yet the name of Felinski " 

" Is sanctified when borne by a true patriot !"~ 
intermpted the W^Iarz in a tone <rf paternal an- 
tbority, " Nay, were even his base-minded brother 
enrolled in the cause bf the Holy Gross, >ther« 
^ould be a day for duty and an after day for re- 
venge. Itisnot meet that the cause of God and 
bis saints,— of Liberty and the Kepublic, — be in- 
terrupted and polluted by lewd quarrels or ani- 
mosities. To parley with the noble brawlers 
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of Petrikow the hirelings of Muscov; is tlu 
baBiaess of tbe Confederates of Labionki: — to 
wreak retribntion on the betrayer, the baaneea 
of the W^larze of the Pnszcza. We march, boys, 
even to the gates of the Diet. There, will be 
leisure hereafl«r to seek in the wantomtess of 
his waesailage, this minion of the court ; and 
wash oat in his blood remembrance of oar ha- 
miliations." 

"To Ostronimptszch ["-^-cried Erazm, examin- 
ing bis pistols, and thrusting them into the lea- 
thern girdle of his koszula. " Let us conquer 
epe we deride on the order of Tiotory." 

And ere they reached the cabin, the eukin- 
dlement of the Puszcza - beacon was corrobo- 
rated by many an answering fire on the sur- 
rounding heights. — 

" Mazowsze is in arms !"— oied the old men 
wayii^ his arm. " G^mI be her guide and ours — 
the day of deliverance is at hand !" 
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la migfatji qnadnte join'd 
Of union irrMittible, the; man 
Indisaohibly firm; — nor obrioiu bill. 
Not itntit'Ding rale, nor wood, nor ititMn] diridu 
Their perfect renki i the puure air upbore 
Their nimble treid ]— 

PtiuoisB Lost. 



Thb place selected by die Confederates of Lu- 
bionki for their last critical rendezvous, was the 
plain of Ostronimptszch : and about the hour 
Then the corer-fire bell was dismisBing to rest 
the sober inhabitants, of liubloyet, — the first com- 
pany of the insurgents of Lubionki, who afforded 
a nune to the Union, marched forward in close 
phalanx ; measuring their advance by the follow- 
ing choral hymn. — 
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HYMN. 

We come, RTcnging God I — we come,— 
Roni'd hf no tuck of martial drum ; 
No tnicnpet'i tonf^, no clarion thrill f- 
Tbc Patriot's heart beat* louder atSl. 



Wo paoie—inapiritv God ! — we pwui 
To read the table of thy Uwa ;— 
Steni tho' thy prieata ita heats fulfil. 
The Patriot's heart ii sterner itilL 



We iwear,— attciting God !— we iwett 
Thf word within oar souls to bcari 
Tho' strong allurement tempt to iD, 
The Patriot's heart la stronger still I 



We raise, ledeemin; God I — we ndae 
Unto thy thrpne our hymn* of praise ;- 
Let sagel hosts obey thy will. 
The Patriol'a heart la humbler sUll. 



■JO crush tbji foe I — 
emorkilli— 
Hie eham^QB of thy altars still I — 

Ere the Xawerians had taken up Htuar poBi- 
tioB on the western verge of the plain towardB 
Lubloyst, the foresters of the Puszcza, each 
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''beu-it^'ia hi> hasds a beecben boagli,. itrhose 
-£^t leaves' rdatled witb ereiy jMaraiig .Trmd, — 
^erci .joined ' l^ a . body tndte as oonaidmvble in 
exteiit tluuigh aco6aiited of less important among 
the thrones and domiwmsof the Confederation — 
oaimelj, the bargemen and rafismen of the Vistula. 
To theee wore soon added the malcontents of the 
BubarbB of tuUf^tttO the number of seven hun- 
dred men. Each detachment, according to pre- 
vioas r^ulation, kept ttaelf for the t>reBent dis- 
tinct; — ^but atsarcelj had tbejr taken the field, 
vhen'the trampling of horses was heard- in the 
direction of the village, , and a rumour instantly 
ran along the lines, (for a moment startled at the 
sound), that Father Joachim and thirteen Brediren 
of the Zakon, accom|)amed by the young Panicz 
of Lublowicz, and two or three discontented 
bqrgbere of the Mtasteczko, were bringing in so- 
lemn prtfceesion the Banner ctf the 5oly Cross ; — 
embroidered by tlie holy hands of the Ursulines 
of Grodno, and forwarded to'the Confederation 
hy their Lithuanian Captain - Greneral through 
the intervention of the Zyd of Lubloyet. 
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A BhoQt of gratulstion rent the air in vd- 
come to .the hallowed ensigii which, on reacb- 
ii^ the centre of the space occufned bjr the in^ 
surgenta, was delivered bj Father Joachim to 
- the hand of Juliusz Felineki ; and an attempt wb8 
■ made to draw up the men into a sort of h<dlow 
square that the harangue of the youthful enthu- 
siast, on prssenUi^ it t» tiie assemUy, mi^t be 
andiUe to all present. 

But dther the novelty of his atnation, or ths 
debility of recent indiapositlon, bo thoroughly over* 
(came the self-possession of the youthfol enthuuast 
whose fine figure might hare served as a model 
fi>r Lucifer the son of light, leading fiirth his 
cohorts of rebel angels), that a sense of suffo- 
catioa repressed the exhortation he was about to 
address to the congr^ation. Suddenly r»nin^ 
'up his horse in the centre of the square, he waved 
the heavy folds of the banner over his head, 
shouting aloud the emphatic words, " God and 

our COUNTBT I" 

But the time for oratory was past. There 
was no longer need of verbal indtement. Each 
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indlTidual striding on the plain felt the burn- 
ing spirit astir within him. The electrid chain 
was jarring 'from link to link; and it was the' 
buBiness of the leaders to subdue, rather than 
to excite, the passions of their follower^. 

" Tifl not an hour or a place for luceties of 
argument," cried young Erazm from his post at 
the head of one of the Forest companies, desig- 
nated as that of the Jama. — " We have already 
talked too freely and listened too long.— Xef u$ 
act! — ^The eyes of the besotted Grodski have 
already fallen upon the blaze of our beacons, 
to the detriment of his n^ht's slumbers. Let 
as follow np the panic ; — march straightway to 
the town ; — defeat the ruffianly Hayducks at their 
post; — possess ourselves of the Ratusz and its n- 
cords of iniquity ; — of the prison gates, and their 
scKsrets of shame !" — 

- " Let the prisoners gyred and endungeoned 
by this minion of the Saxon Bruhl, be set at 
liberal" cried Henryk, the forester. 

" Tish a shzame an szin for &ee bom mensh 
to be hovelled down under de stonesh of de Shar- 
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mack like brute beastsh of de creiuihioneh,'' 
cried Ramon the Jew, whose two brothers were 
imprieoned for vending epices with false weights. 
" !^e our first act an act of mercy ! " cried 
old Xawery devoutly. — ; 

" Be our first act an act oi justice!" eJAca- 
lated the Jesuit, amazed to discover that he was 
no longer able to repress the' fierce impulses he 
had called into action. *' To loose malefadors 
on the community is madness. Ooce in possession 
of the town, you will have leisure to enquire 
ipto the criminality of ihe captives, aad shew, 
mercy where menrf is due,"' 

*' And what if one guilty one escape unpunish- 
ed," cried Henryk, — "so the innocent go free? 
Th^ Zydowka Salonjea hath beeft plunged into 
a dungeon only to satJEf^ the mi^vings of 
the doting Grodski. Tie our du^.to rescue 
those who suflier in the cauge of the Confeder- 
ation." 

" To the Katnsz — to the Ratusz 1 " — cried fifty 
voices at once, of persons more or less connected 
with the iAom of Lubloy^t.. ' ' 
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. " To the Hatusz, and welcome ! " exclaimed 
Juliusz Felinski,— hiB voice enfeebled by eickness 
■^Bsuming a hoarse tone in the ezertion.-r-" But 
ere we advance, be. it remembered that we nutrch 
in the cause c^. Freedom — of the people of 
Poland ; and that our first etep is deci^ve. Let 
our enterpiize but assume an aspect of rash- 
QesB and onadvisedness, and 'tis rebellion to be. 
crushed. Let it proceed with a grave earnest- 
ness worthy the olject to be attained, and 'tis 
the first movement of a mighty system of Re- 
form, — well -organized and firmly-intentioned. 
By re-engrafiii^ on the community the ruffians, 
it has already ejected from its bosom, you court 
disease and infamy into the very heart of the. 
Confederation ; — and if the Commonweal " 

, , He was interrupted hy a general murmur of 
dissatis&ction. " We meet not now to raise 
dilemmas of right or wrong," shouted a ferocique 
looking man, wearing the dress of a railsman 
of the Vistula. " We are here to act — ezabelka 

in belt, — and carbine on. shoulder. — To Lub- 

loyst! — We shall argue better of oar iurther 
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measnres, in - the wiedom-inq>iring JiistiM ehun- 
ber of the Ratuaz ! " 

" To Lohloyrt.then ! "—cried Fathw Joachim, 
perc^ring with consternation the insuffi^enc^ 
of bis influence over the moving maas which, in- 
its state of inaction he had swayed so readily ; as 
^ell as the neceeeity of patient pliancy, in order to 
maintain his station at the head of the insmgents. 
And addresung, a few hurried words to Jnliuas 
Felindu, to enforce an attempt st marshal- 
meat and order which served bat to encrease 
the ef^mess and insubordination of the undis- 
ciplined crowd, — fliey set forward; — led on 
by the young enthn^ast, who had now re- 
mounted bis horse.' The chief object of Ju* 
Itnsz was to repress the fiery spirit he had 80\ 
often contemplated with admiration. The up- 
roarioas tomnlt of two thouBand desperate men, 
— many of them exhibiting the consequences 
of their sojournment in the karczma of Ostro- 
nimptszch, and many more actobted by pros- 
pects of plunder and excess, — was a thing so new 
and appalling to his gentle nature, so much at 
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Tftriaiic^ with his vieva of tho holiness of th? 
cause and the moral dignity of tho Confederation, 
that, ae they took their way aloi^ the road to 
the Miasteczko, trampling down the maize-fields 
an either side, and filling the sir with shouts of 
iatemperanee far different from the sacred vows 
breathed while the influence of the Puszcza 
companies predominated in the Coniederation, hie 
rery soul thrilled with the ctmscicmnieBs that he 
had assisted to let loose a devastating torrent 
on the ^r fields of Masowsze !— 

At ev»7 step the^ were met by Boouts from 
die town, who communicated to Joachim the 
encreasing panic of the inhabitants. The alarum 
bell was already heard at interrals, louder than 
even the outcry of the insurgents. The Hay- 
ducks were in arms. Beacons of encampment 
blazed fiercely on almost every point of the 
surrounding heights; and, as the elated Con- 
federates passed under a craggy ridge of gravel 
overhanging the road, the flames of the rrainous 
pine 1(^ of which the fire was composed threw 
s fearful glare upon the scythe blades and rude 

VOL. II. S 
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pikes with which they were armed for the. en- 
counter. On reaching this point of their route, 
Father Hieronymns, to whom was delegated th^ 
high distinction of bearing the consecrated banner, 
checked his mule, and waving on high the rich 
folds of the embroidered ensign, decorated with 
the national colours, and bearing the l^end 
" Pfto Rbliqiome kt Xjbiobtatb," — ^ita emblazon- 
ments were for the first time distinctly visible 
to the insuigents. 

At the inspiring spectacle, new v^ur seemed 
to animate their souls ; and the echo of the loud 
*' Hourra ! " that burst by acclamation from 
the multitude, might have shaken the very 
foundations of the Ratusz. Brother clasped hands 
with brother, — friend with friend ; — and " Wol- 
noa6 I" — " Svroboda ! " — " Polska ! " — uttered 
with various inflexions of encouragement, pride, 
triumph, and confidence, expressed the ardoor 
of those who went forth in the name of the holy 
Catholic Church and the kights of man, to subvert 
the ^aw6 of the kingdom, and trample into dust . 
the humble inrignia of the reformed communion. 
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Far different, meanwhile, was the pn^^ress of 
the disciplined troops which, under the command 
of Colonel Salkanski and the guidance of Kon- 
staaty Fdinski, were advancing to the scene of 
action. The route from the capital lying in a 
direction exactly opposed to the district included 
under the influence of the Confederation, no in- 
dications were expected to impart farther insight 
into its measures, till they reached the town of 
Lubloyst, situated on the veige of the Puszcza, 
and it afforded no subject of surprise to Colonel 
Salkanski and bis companions, that every thing 
■appeared under an orderly and ordinary array 
in the towns and villages bordering their route 
from Warsaw to Wielicz. Even at the latter 
town, a small post station within four let^es 
of the borders of the forest, not a syllable could 
be extracted %vm either the mayor, hayducks, 
or peasantry calculated to throw light on the 
subject. Entertaining towards the Lubloyskiaus 
precisely the contempt which the inhabitants 
of a small town ever display towards those 
of the most considerable in their immediate 
k2 
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vuunily, they were ready to admit that the " peo- 
ple" of the Poszcza were s saperBtitiouB , and dis- 
affected race j — ^ihe " people" of Labloyat, a set 
of greedy and rapadona money-getters, looking 
oDly to their ovn advantt^ ; — and the " people" 
of the nar^tion, a gang of mffiane. But of the 
symptoms of a political union among these several 
degt-ees of evil ones, they evidently knew nothing, 
Czelenszki, — ^whose purpose it was to tfd^e the 
head of his establi^ment for the maintenance <tf 
civil order, but with due regard t© the grievances 
• of the people and the redress of their wrongs, — 
already biegail to trust that the deposidons of 
Captain Felinski whom their joomey blether 
had revealed to him as a vapouring and empt;- 
headed coxcomb, were exaggerated and un- 
worthy of futh. Sut Colonel Salkanshi found 
no motive in the absence of further informa- 
tion, to deviate itnta. the instructions he had 
received previous to his departure from the 
capital, — to avoid the town of Lubtoyst and 
(making directly by the tannery towards the 
heart of the Puszcze,) take possession of the 
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clearing bo as to forestal the assembUng of the 
Confederation. Chiefly intent on avoiding any 
«aU>reak of inBurgeney, it was b^ered that the 
airtval and occupanrr of flie troops would suffici- 
ently advertise the rebels that their secret was in 
the possession of government ; and. the same pre- 
cautionary measures being extended to the towns 
of Wiififi and GixkIiio, and other places which 
the active investigation of Brtihl might convict 
oi participation in the GcKifederation of the Holy 
Cross, all overt attempts would probably be 
abandoned, till the crisis occasioned by the death 
of the king afforded an opening for new machi- 



The movements of the detachment were accord* 
ingly so calculated tiiat the troops, might take up 
their position in the forest at night>fall ; and, but 
for the drcnmstanee that they approached in a 
direction exactly contrary to the locahties interest- 
ed in their proceedings, it was impossible but that 
the peasantry must have become aware of (he 
vidnity of an armed force. But hitherto, no check 
or suspicion had occurred to destroy the self-security 
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of tba Zakon Jesaituw or their diseipleB. — Tbe 
main object bad been to deceive the vigilance of the 
Grodski and his satellites, without r^;ard to the 
higher officials of the Repubhc. Scouts had been 
placed in and around the town : — ^but the neces- 
Mty of instituting out-poets in the forest, or of 
directing their observations towards Warsaw, had 
never once occurred to the Jesoit or his followers. 
Th^ believed themselr^ too insignificant in their 
present incipient stage of existenca to havo been 
named in the Assembly of the Kada Nienstaj^ca 
of WarezawB. 

"At present I scarcely make out the object 
or intentions of this young bre^art of Czartor- . 
ski's household," said Colonel Salkanski, taking 
aside Count Czelens^i, aa he was about to quit 
the detachment and proceed inct^oito towards 
Wodarodko. " It strikes me that the tale of 
this predous plot may be a table intended to 
expose to ridicule the credulity of our feeble 
ministry; and vers I not trespaseii^ too much 
on your lordship's good will, I would oitreat 
you to defer your visit to Wodarodko, (which 
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you kindly attribate to a desire to secure refresh- 
ment and accommodation fin- my men) and do' me 
the still greater favour of accompanying me into 
the foreBt." 

"I would willingly, both in compliance with 
your desire and the promptings of my own curiosity 
gratify your request," replied Czelenszki, "more 
especially as believing that in case of any serious 
afii-ay, my personal influence with the misguided 
men so largely indebted to me might be of some 
avail ; but as nothing but instant departure for 
Wadarodko will enable me to provide for " 

" Let me beg of you," interrupted Colonel 
Salkanski, " (and did time allow I could offer you 
a thousand cedent ailments in support of my 
request) to ride with me at least towards the 
Poszcsa. Thence, if the plan of the country 
be famished me correct, it will be as ea^ for 
you to reach your residence, as by parting com> 
pany with us here." 

Unable to assign any sufficient motive for re- 
fusal, Connt Czelenszki acceded to the request of 
the commandant : — an arrangement productive of 
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considerable mortification to Konatanty Felins^i, 
who had expected to act as sole guide and prompter 
of the gallant Colond, and to reap hereafter the 
fruits of his officious zeal. 

The well-disciplined body c^ troops which nov 
pareued its line of march towards the forest, — and 
which was bailed by the few chance passengers 
encountered hy the way as oa ihe road from &6 
Capital to the garrison of one of the frontier 
towns, — proceeded m, orderly array, creating no 
dteturbance and provoking no alarm. It was dusk 
when, remotely skirting the estates of Lublowicz, 
the detachment entered the forest. — But tiie Pusz- 
cza companies were already mustering on the 
plain at Ostronimptszch ! — 

Two scouts dispatched by Colonel Salkanski, 
to report upon the aspect of things in the village 
of Lnbionki, retomed with intelligenco that all 
was quiet and the inhabitants apparently retired 
to rest. 

'* Let me pray yon to observe that there is not 
the slightest track or indication of any numerous 
asnemblage having taken place in the neighbour- 
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hood," observed Gzelenszki to his militaiy com- 
panion. *< The state of the road, — ^the unpervious 
thickets, — the fern breast-high and evidently un- 
trampled by heavierfoot than the squirrels spring- 
ing Qpward to the beech boughs, convince me that 
Captain Felinski, by accident or design, has exag- 
gerated the case." 

" Suspend your judgment, my lord !" cried 
Konstanty, overhearii^ the observation of the 
yoni^ Magnat, and coming flippantly forward. 
" I pledge my veracity, — my honour, — my head, 
— that within some quarter of a league from this 
very spot, — within a few hundred fiirloi^ of the 
Rock familiarly named in the country, (as the 
local information of Count Czelenszki, may md me 
in attesting) the Pillar of Salt, — I will bring you 
upon a pismire's nest of traitors, — a beavers co- 
lony of forest rebels, — auch as will tax the valour, 
discretion, and firmness of the gallant train we 
have this night the honour to precede, more 
than they have been tried unce the cannon 
of old Fritz made day-light in their battalions." 

"On then, sir!" — said Colonel Salkanski 
K 5 
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sternly ; — " we are here neither to trifle, nor be 
trifled with. Count Czelenszkt ! — accept the use of 
my led charger; you may find it better trained to 
the Bort of exercise pn^osticated by Captaio 
Felinski than the brute on which yon are mount- 
ed. — Forward ! — March." 
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Better I were distract I — 
So should roy thoughts be severed ftoin my frief. 
And woes, by strong imsginstioD, lose 
The knowledge of themselTes. 



Desolate are the hours of the captive ; — thrice 
desolate those of the hopeless captive, who, mark- 
ii^ through his prison bars the close of every 
declining day, knows the decree has past which 
renders his dnrance and his life a common con- 
demnation. But still more desolate, still more 
irritating, the reflections of the prisoner whose 
promised liberty is tantalizingly withheld ; and 
who knows that on the event of that liberation 
depends the fortunes — ^the fate — of some beloved 
or venerated fnend. 
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Such yns lite omditioii of Igawj't unfortnn&te 
^aghter. — Even in the extremity of her fe&re for 
Konstanty, she believed that were sta only fr«B 
to plan and act, she nii^t yet he eaabled t« 
warn, protect, end save her undeBerring lover. 
Her adroitness of mind and limb,- combined 
with the guperDEttursl deirterity acquired in the 
exercise of her degrading vocation, inspired her 
with a ' notion that the could penetrate where 
others were excluded, — ^that she could convey in- 
telligence where other mewengers would be dis- 
pirited t^ the difficulty of the enterprize. — And 
■he could do nothing! — ^The oaf who had pro- 
mised to befriend her did not return. The slow 
hours passed one by one over her throbbing head. 
Svery sound she heard, — (and the movements 
of the Confederates produceil many noises of a 
strange and startling nature at the Jesuitry,) 
seemed to announce the coming of her new ^ly, 
and the termination of her sufferings. 

But several days elapsed, and Nepomucen 
came not again. Even Father Joachim ceased' 
to visit her. The affairs of the Confederates had 
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aBBomed . so imposing a shape that Kons^^ aiu} 
bis mflbence appeared of eecondaiy important ; 
bUmI JDoeka secured hj bolt and bar from - all 
power of miacbief, be cared little &r tbe tears 
riied by bis prisoner, or the impreeations breathed 
m ber miserable cell of captivity. A lay-brother 
of the order, advanced in years and by bis mi- 
Bantbrofttc natnre pecojiarly calculated for tbe 
task, was deputed to supply ber with food, and 
see that her health bore np agtuost privation and 
misery ; asid ttonn him, her eager inquiries ob- 
tained iDteiligenee calculated only to f^gravste 
her distress. At length, in the exdtement of the 
laibionki Union, even he began to neglect hi* 
task ; and poor Doska's cruise had long been 
nnrefresbed, and ber bitter bread hardened, when 
yoong Fulafski, at length enabled by tbe de- 
parture of Joachim and his brethren for the 
Puazcm to penetrate into tbe interior of the 
friary, hasten^ to fulfil his promise of cutting 
away her gyres, and partially restoring ber to 
fireedwn! 

Seaicely could tbe excited and irritable girl 



vj by Google 



TBB CONFBDSBATBB 



ocmtrol her patience vhile the eltmiBy - handed 
Nep proceeded in hie operations. 

"I have waited and waited 1" cried she, her 
bosom panting, and her eyes tiariiijig the fire cS 
eagemesB, — "and thou oameat not. — Lo ! my 
heart is sick ; — and in my haete and tny aolitode 
have I cai«ed thee again and again !" 

"Thou didst wrong then!" — said the kind- 
hearted lout, still diligently persisting in his task. 
" Never believe me, damsel, but I have kept thee 
in mind, though not in sight — (and yet in sight, 
for thou wert still in my mind's ^e,) from hoar 
to hoar, since we parted. Bat what could human 
hand or foot or head do more than stand watch- 
ing under the friary wall, (for all the world like 
a stone saint in a stone niche,) — albeit as little of 
a saint (the saints be praised,) as any lad in 
Mazowgze? — But there, ever and ever, was the 
vigilant eye of Father Joachim, fierce as that of 
Sennacherib, the destroyer, in the chapel-tapestry 
at Wodarodko ; — and so " 

"Enough — enough!" cried Dosha. "Thou 
art here at last, and I am gratefol." . 
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" Else wwildat thoa widtedly break fiiith with 
me," sud Nepomncen, suBpending his operations 
on the last cord of her ligatures. " Saidst thou 
not to me, ' Nepomok Pala&ki !' thou saidst— 
(Heavm bleee the honey-sweet voice that ottered 
it,) — release me fnnn my bonds, and see with 
what love and gradtude Doska will reward thee!' 
— ^And lo !— my task is in act of fiilfilment : — and 
I wMt the result." 

" It cannot be," cried the Bohemian, writhing 
as if hoping to burst asunder the last cord twisted 
round her slender ancles — " that thou hast been 
moved to this act of humanity by the &n^ that 
I was like to become leman or light o'love to 
such a thing as thoa 1" — 

" By what else V — said Nep, resolutely, — 
and desisting from his task. " For what am I 
fool enow to bring down the anathemas of yonder 
most arbitrary and Moses-like diepensator of 
laws, Joachim the priest, — but for the hope of 
guerdon such— — " 

" Enough !" cried Doska, knitting her findy- 
uvhed brows, and folding her arms witii an atti- 
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tude of graeefiil digoily that served only to en- 
' hance hei* beauty in the eyes of Nepomucen. 
" On better knowledge of me thou wilt see the 
danger of heaping insult on one who, nurtared 
among the wild cubs of the Puszcza, has a heart 
aa fierce aa they." 

" Too curiooBly Tersed am I myself in PoBzcza 
bear<chase," cried young Pulafski, with a laugh 
he intended to be wa^sh, " to be intimidated 
hy a rough hug, where anght is to be won. by 
labour and perseverance." — 

" Peace !" cried Dodca, stamping with her 
liule foot, although sUll shackled by the cords, as 
he had seen her when assailed by the Jesuit in 
the dwelling of the Zydowka. 

"N^ay, sweet-heart, peace as much as thou 
listest, — BO thou take share in the armistice," 
said Nep, in a voice purporting to be insinuating. 
*' Look thee, Dosha 1 — My &ther has been away 
this month past, at Riga, on traffic of his hemp 
harvest of the year. There is none to control 
me but my parcel-blind shrew of a mother ; 
and so thou wilt shelter with me at some 
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vaesal's homestead, till the old woman ciui be 
broi^ht to. reason, thou shalt have to boast 
the fairest head-gear of pearls that money caa 
wring from the treasure chest of Sflnnhl and 
Salomea; and, for thy sport on feast-days, ft 
pacing nag, with a gayer pillion than ever graced 
the palfrey of the Grodski's daughters." 

"Away!" exclaimed the Bohemian, tossing 
her arms with violence over her head, as if 
irritated beyond her patience. "Away, fool, or I 
shall do thee a mischief!" — - - 

"Tis not in the heart of thee, Dor- 
oska!" — 

"How know^t thou what is in my heart t 
Sometimes my very self I know not. But this 
know I, for this I feel: — that when another man 
seeks at my hand that tenderness which sh^l 
be my Konstanty's alone so long as life is in 
our hearts, — my soul turns to fire in my breast, 
and I dare not guess what violence may spring 
from its fierceness." 

" If Konstaaty be all the obstacle that inter- 
poses between us," observed Nepomucen, attach- 
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ing -little faiUi to the protcated fidelity of an 
itinerant moonteliank, '* my chance is still better 
than my hopes. life dances merrily in thy heart, 
my pretty Doeka; but for poor Konstanty's, 
never believe me if it be not colder than the 
stone Bculptnration of St. Ignatius, yonder in the 
cloister.'' — 

"How sayeit thou ?" — said the poor girl, in a 
low intense whisper, coming close to Pulafski, 
and staring wildly in his face. 

" Even ae thou hearest, damsel ! — Konstanty, 
with all his braggartry, proves a mere mortal like 
the rest of us ; — and, though many are of opinion 
that he came to his bad end per &vour of the 
long TiSe wherewith Erazm and Matiasz the 
w^lorze were so cunning in their birding 
when the wood-hens were a-wing, — and ex- 



" Konstanty — murdered?" ejaculated Doska, 
laying her cold hand on Fnlafski's shoulder, 
and looking so piteously into bis eyes that, bat 
for the increaang ardour of bis desire to make 
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> her his own, be would scarcely have persisted in 
his sulrierfuge. 

" Is it news to thee t " was his eyesire 
reply. "Truly thou canst know little of the 
temper of the Confederates of Lubionld if thoii 
for a minute donbtedst that (beiag detected pry^ 
ing into their secrets) be had but a short shrift, 
ere he was laid in as deep and cold a grave 
BB the elks and bisons, who have been lying in 
the Lithuanian morasses since tbe sea voyage of 
oar grand-dad Noah." 

The peal of hoarse laaghter bursting from 
the lips of poor Doska npon this heart-whelming 
intelligence, rang through the vanlted cells of 
tbe Zakon, as though tbe grotesque inu^s no- 
ticed there l^ Konstanty were suddenly endued 
with impulses of mirth. 

"Nay, Doska, — Doska, — 'tis no matter for 
merriment," cried Ptilaiski. "Be calm, — Dor- 
oska! be pacified ; —the inmiour may yet prove 
felsel" 

But still she laughed louder and loader 
than before. — 
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" On my veiy soul I do yet believe Konstantf 
lives," ^reisted Nep, in a paci^ng tone. " Never 
believe me bnt I do !"— 

"Ever, ever, bave I vowed tbat our loves 
should end in a bridal \" said Ignacy's daughter, 
with maniacal wildness. " And even as I said, 
'tis accompUehed. The winter robins will perch 
cm the bed dug for as iu the Puszcza of Lu- 
bionki, nor dream over what tranqjorts of 
tenderness their soft breasts are brooding. — ;In 
the Puszcza?— Sweet Lubionki! — Even as thy 
early bind-flower twines up joyously to Heaven, 
— ^will our souls curl upward and upward and 
upward amid the verdant branches, till we reach 
the blue skies at last! — ^The Puszcza of Lubi- 
ooki ! — Ha ! — ^ha ! — ^he ! — ha ! I tell thee — I am 
going home, fool, — ^home !" — 

*' I beseech] — I pray ot thee, — ^feir damsel, be 
more tranquil," cried Pulafski, extricating his 
arm from her frantic grasp, and resolved not to 
proceed further in her liberation till she should 
attun a calmer frame of mind. "Look thee, 
Doska ! — ^"tis to-night the gathering of the Cob-. 
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federation ; and to be absent £rom the Assembly 
were to gain the infamy of laggard and coward. 
I must away, ^rl I — But while thou talkest and 
fihriekest thus wildly, never believe me if I 
dare loose thee helpless and friendless into the 
streets of Lubloyst. The Grodski's Hayducks 
would clap thee into the readiest dungeon ■,~-or 
worse still, our Brethren of the Iloly Cross who 
must this night sack and ravage the town, might 
carbonado thee on one .of their watch-fires'. — 
Therefore sweet Doska, —gentle Doska — thou 
must even bide here the event; — and so soon aa 
llie hosts c^ the Confederatloa have poasession of 
the Ratusz and my work is achieved, never believe 
me but I will make way onte more through 
the Confederation vaults of the Zyd's dwelling, 
and bear thee off to safe^. — I><»t thou not hear 
me, Doska?" — 

But instead of replying, the Bohemian whose 
reason wai manifestly wandering, began to 
weave a low melancholy chant, after the mminer 
of the incantations she had been accustomed to 
improvieate in her former colUi^. 
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" Still h^^ethcT,— etQl together,— 
Storm or strife or miianier weather ; — 
Panezk-teiuota with the hirdt. 
And the red-deer'i Sitting herdi, 
lUufing AnH^h the daatcr'il treea, 
^rtiag on the bnojaDt breeze ; — 
StDl together.^till together, 
Storm or Btrifc or Bummer weather. 
Who >o happy, wild and free 
At mj apirit-lore and me ?" 



" Holy St. Winkelried ! how shall I make 
her aware <^ her danger !" ejaculated Nep, 
" Doska, gentle Doska, — dost mftrk me 1 — ^The 
Patriots of Luhionki are approaching, and I 
must away : bat anon, when we have wrought 
our task, I will he with thee again. Should 
strange footsteps approach or tumults alarm thee 
pretty Doska, scud away into the vaults through 
which thou wast hrought hither by Father Joa- 
chim, — the rusty -feathered vulture that stooped 
BO fiercely on thy dove-like innocence. Access 
to the subterranean passage lies behind the pe- 
destal of the statue of St. Ignatius in the western 
cloister : and never believe me, but thou mayest 
find as safe hiding among the chests and ammu- ■ 
nition barrels, as a field mouse in a furrow." — 
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But instead of giTing heed to his instructions, 
Ignacy's daughter sat rocking herself on the edge 
of her pallet, still wildly and incoherently weaving 
her melancholy chant. 

" Still together,— Btm together,— 

Stona or Btrife or ■ummer weather 1 

Honey from the defied tree 

Feasts m; epirit-lore and me jr- 

Hip, and haw, and serHce fruit, — 

Fig^nut in its Puszeza snit, — 
Bramble-berry, bnllace, sloe, 
Earth-pea with its crimEon glow, 
Faiiy-Tipeiied to requite 
Dosha and her afdrjt-knightt — 
Still togetber— Btm tc^thei^ 
Storm and— I " 

" Doska, — Doflka! — " exclaimed Nepomucen, 
stopping his ears in despair, " 'tis no time for 
gibbering romances or warbling oracles. Listen, 
girl, — for thy own and all our sakes ; — listen and 
know that in seekmg refuge in the Zydowkan 
vaults, thou must warily heed lest a spark es- 
cape thy lantern-light. — It were as mad a thing as 
to let fly a rocket into the arsenals of Pr^a ! " — 
The afflicted maniac suddenly checked her 
song, and gazed with a stare of interr(^tion 
into the face of Pulafeki.— 
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"Aj maiden," he repeated, eager to arreit W 
attention : " I tell thee a single epark felling 
anufsg the povder-harrele might send thee blaz- 
ing into, the sky ; — with the golden treasury of 
Szmuhl and Salomea tacked like a comet's tail 
to thy flight. — Boat hear me Doska?" — 

" She hears and heeds !" — replied the Bohe- 
mian, writhing her iur frame into a thousaod 
wild contortions. *' But what need of spark or 
lantern ? — Doska has borrowed skill of the 
blind-mole that travels safest by night ; or if she 
require torch - guidance, is not the glimmering 
glow-worm her bond-servant V'-r- 

" Never believe me if the girl be not as crazy 
as Nebuchadnezzar !" — cried Nepomucen : " and 
whether to leave her or take her, might puzzle 
the great Kopemic himself to determiue ! — ^The 
Brothers have quitted the Zakon ; — but surely 

she may be trusted till our return? Doroska, 

sweetest, have I thy promise of discretion ?" — 

But Ignat^'s daughter' was no longer sus- 
ceptible of interrogation. , Having fallen back 
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on the couch in an absorbing reverie, not a 
word could be extracted from faer lips. Her 
eye gleamed with the cunning coneciousness' of 
insanity, and now and then a shrill, exult- 
ing laugh buret from her lips. The young 
Szlachcic who had so unfortunately interfered 
in. her destinies, was eventually compelled to 
quit the cell and abandon her to her perilous 
solitude, withont any certainty of her means of :. 
self-governance . 

Such was the train of events that caused 
Nepomucen Pnlaftki to be wandering in the 
PuEzcza long after the gathering hour of the 
Confederates, uncertain how to shape his course so 
as to avoid exciting the suspicions of the Jesuit. 
"Who bat we!" — muttered he to himself when, 
on taking the road to the forest clearing, two 
horsemen approached his punchy pony, "Tis 
manifestly gala-night among our treaeon-brewera 
of Lubionki. — Jan must mount his nag foraooth as 
well as Jak6b ; — and never believe me but they 
take the field as for a Bokoez of the Vola ! — I 
marvel whether all our confederates are mak- 
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. ing way on four legs towBrds the Mias- 
teczko V — 

'* Stand 1" — cried the foremost of the horse- 
men, inteirnptiiig his soliloqny by pointing a 
caralnne at his breast. — Bat eren when the two 
men who were in fact scouts from SalkanAi's 
r^ment, having succeeded in mafcing him pri- 
soner insisted that he should accompany tliem 
to " the commandant," — he was too infatuated 
by the idea that the Poszcza belonged to the Con- 
federation, and the Confederation to the Puszcza, 
toapprehend mischief to his own person. 

'* Accompany ye, forsooth ! — where else should 
I be riding at this time of night?" cried he. — 
" I crave pardon for looking on ye strangely ; but 
with all respect be it spoken. Brethren of the 
Holy Cross ! never believe me if I ever beheld 
your grim persona brfore. — ^Ye are donbtlesa of 
theVolhynian proselytes, picked op by Father 
Dionysius in his rambles V — 

"Scant your words, and prick onwards!" 
cried the dragoon. — " Ye have said already enow 
to hang a man of twice your inches." — 
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"Father -Joaolum sKall be apprized of thia 
insolence!" exclaimed Nep. "Wer^ Trazlach 
jaj dog in iqj company, th@ hound would make 
Bhort work of dragging from their horses the 
two nnm an n erlj' knaTea fvho tug bo hard athis. 
iQfister's bri41e-reiQ !" — 

It was- not till he actuallj ibund him- 
aelf endoaed hy the four squadrons of dra- 
goeps wlio had taken up their potttipn in the 
oleariug, that Neppmiiceu (whose cogitations had 
been conBi^erably disturbed by the .unlui^y re- 
sult of his communications to poor DoroskaO 
began to espy any tiling unusual or alarming in 
tiie affair. 

"What fellow is this?'- — cried Colonel Salkan- 
gki, as Kepomvcea having been rudely dismounted 
from his pony, was draped before him. 

" A BtraggLer we met on the road, who gives 
no good account of himself," said the corporal by 
whom Pulafski had been captared, — respectfully 
saluting the commandant. 

" What brings you Ts^bondizing here in the 
L 2 
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, St this nnnBual hoar ?'' — inquired Cze- 
lensiiki in a stern voice. 

" I nem* yet heard that the Poszcza road was 
a ftirtndden road at any hoar of the day or night t" 
replied the labber. " Nerer believe me but my- 
self and my fethers before me, have rode it, night 
and Say, any time this hundred years." 

" If it please yon, my dear lord !" cried Kon- 
Btanty Felinski, pushing forward officiously, " thu 
IB the very fellov of whom I spoke ; the log- 
witted ass, by whose means the whole plot of the 
Conftderatbn came to light." 

" Konetanty alive I" ejaculated poor Nep; re- 
verting in the midst of all his perils to Ignacy's 
dau^ter. "What is astir, among you, friend 
Felinski; and what means this hugger-mugger 
of soldiery by moonl^ht V — 

"Is the prisoner armed?" demanded Oolonel 
SalksnBki of the subaltern l^ whom he was 
arrested. — " Search him." 

" Pistole ["^-replied the yooi^ officer drawing. 
a«de the futro of Nepomucen, and pointing to a 
huge brace of fire-arms of the dimenaons of an 
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!EiigliBli blunderbuss. "And loaded with buck- 
shot 1 " added be, eiamiaing and giviDg them to 
the hande of the corporal, while Nepomucen'a 
teeth chattered audibly, partlj {rom. rage and 
partly from terror. — 

** I pray ye, what do ye take me for, gentles 
of the sabretache T' cried he, with growing indig- 
nation. *' 1b it to be borne, that a Polish gentle- 
man, a free dtizen, should be internipted in the 
dischai^ of his private avocations bjr a set of — " 

" Peace Pnlafaki, — peace!" interrupted Count 
CzeleuBzki, who at length recc^mxed- in the pri- 
soner the ill-mannered whelp pointed ont to him 
at the Wodarodko festival as likely to become the 
bridegroom of the lovely MinecAa Michael<^- 
ska. " Ag^;ravate not the perilous straitin wbicb 
you stand, by wanton indiscredon of speech. You 
are accused as abettor in a treasonable conspi- 
racy ; — be content with that measure of danger 
and responribili^." 

" From which his sole chance d* escape," con- 
tinued the commandant, "lies in meriting the 
lenient^ of the Senate by .llie amplest disclo- 
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"You are pleased, gentlemen, to take tor 
granted," observed Neponmcen with more ebrewd- 
neSB than migbt have been anticipated, "that 
accusal and conviction are one and tbe eame.^ 
What the doughty hero by your side, (a valiant 
cavalier wbom last week I saw chased through' the 
street at OBtronimptszob by aa angry pig, as diough 
Field Marshal Daun's heavy cavalry were- at hie 
heels,) may have found to insinuate in my despite, 
I will not venture to guesS. — But this I tell you 
frankly, on itiy own behalf; ^at were I ei^;aged 
in fifty conspiracies, of treason fifty fold, neither 
your menaces nor your cajolements, no! — nor 
«ven a squadron of lances at my breast, would 
win a word from my lipB in impeachment of friend 
or fellow ; — no ! — never believe me if they would.'' 

An involuntary murmur of sympathy arose 
among the men ; who, being at length aware of 
the nature and ori^n of their expediti(Hi, and 
entertaining a species of professional antipathy to 
any officer of the Czartoryskian household, looked 
with considerable mistrust upon Konatanty's in- 
terference. 
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" Yoa may find occaeioa, young man, to 
amend this tone," cried Colonel Salkanski. 
" Meantime, I again apprize you that your neck 
IB in greater jeopardy than your utmost pmdence 
may redeem, nnleas by replying in a straight- 
forward way to my interrc^tioiis.'' 

" In tile first place," interrupted the coxcomb 
Konstanty, coming forward officiously, " have 
the goodness, fellow, to acquaint us in what 
especial spot of this said Puszcza of Lnbloyst 
we are to look for your brethren in disafi^ec- 
tion,— self-styled of the Holy Cross T'— 

" If you, Captun Fellnski," replied Nepo- 
mucen, with mock dignity, "you who hold your- 
self of gentle breeding and super-exquisite court- 
linees, know no better than to interrupt this 
gentleman, (who by his age and epaulets should 
be your superior, and by the ribbon in his button- 
hole — a hero) — / am of better judgment than to 
bestow repliance on yonr unjustified impertinence : 
ahem ! — ^never believe me but I am !" 

Agmn a murmur of approval arose among 
such of the officers as were within ear-shot of 
Nepomucen's andadous i 



Dgitiz^dbv Google 



224 THB OOMFSOBRATEB 

" To au, Aen, joong Sir, you will pei'haps 
afiord the requisite intelligence T" said Count 
Czelenszkj, in s txHHuliatang tone. ■ 

" Neither to you, my lord Covint ! " said the 
lubber. " If the m^n <^ whom ye speak be eon- 
gr^ated in the oause of Freedom, tou — an en- 
franchiser of serfs, — an abn^tor of slavery, — 
a breaker of boud^e— can have nought to urge 
in their despite; or, if they meet t<^;ether on 
behests or pastimee of their own, I can scarce 
believe that Hob Muscovite fashion of coming 
forth to smite with the edge of the «word men of 
peace who have no armour but their innocence, 
is of lawful, or laudable institution ; — never he- 
believe me if I COD." 

" We lose time in parleyii^ with this dol- 
tard!" cried Selkanski; — end at that moment sn 
' officer hastily approaching, whispered a few 
words in the eu of the commandtut, ai»!om- 
panied by a gesture which caused him to look 
upwards to the sky. " Mount, mountl" dututed 
Salkanski, in reply to the oommunicadoQ ; point- 
ing out to Count CzelenBzki the land illnmine- 
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tiofi of the clouds to whicli Itis owa attcntioQ bad 
been called. "Tisthe reflection of beacons «■ 
watch-fires, futd at no great distance." 

** I am inelin^ to coi^ecture," observed Kon- 
standi unwilling to adnut any evidence bat that 
adduced by his own interposition, *' that the w^- 
larze are at work in the Jama." 

" And / am inclined to think diat tknt art a 
notable ass !". ejaculated Pula&lfi, in an audible 
voice. 

" The light reflecta itself from all odes !" ex- 
claimed Czelensiki, ftiaminiTig the sky. "Hie 
impervious shade of the trees alone prevents it 
from reaching us here." 

" Let us make then for the open countiy," 
cried the Colonel Commandant, " leaving here 
a BuScient force to defend the post, should any 
attempt be made to muster on the appointed spot. 
We must try the plain of Os — Oetto — '■ — " 

"Ostronimptandil'' intemipted Konstanty 
— " The very place 1" 

" Once mtwe, young man," demanded Salk- 
anski of Nepomucen, " I demand, at your hands, 
L S 
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toiifinnation or explauataon of Capbun Feltnski's 
intelligence. Is' it towards the Tillage of Ostro* 
nimptazch we fu% to look fi>t- the ConfederatkNl 
of the rebels T" — 

" Having no cine to whom yoa intend to 
apply that name, I am at a lo«a to aiswer «» 
paradoxical a question.—/ have no experience -(the 
Holy Marya be praised,) in rebel-hantiBg ; bat 
if badger-honting would serve yoor Excellency's 

turn, there's my d<^ Trazlach, which " ■ ■ 

" To the right wheel, — mard I" cried Colonel 
Salkanski, perceiving an inclinatioa to merriioent 
on the part of Neptnnuoen's anditors, snch as 
accorded ill with the grave diadpline it was his 
bn^esB and pleasure to miuntain. — "Cwporal 
Bweczl, remain here with a file of t«n men ia 
guard of the priscmer ; and on an attempt at 
escape or rescue, cat him doWn without hesi- 
tation." 

^ Cut me down \ — say hrther cut noe up !" 
ejaculated Pulafski, making an ^Efort to spring 
upon one of the troop-horses, as the r^:iment 
defiled' into the narrow footwBiy laoding to the 
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OBtronimptszch road4 " ComradeB 1 Captain ! 
Colonel ! — if there be fighting a-foot, give me at 
least the stEmding of a man ! — Never believe me 
if 'tis not the first time I hare ever been 
within eight of a tnsBle more earnest than a little 
fancy head-breaking at the Jarmark of Lnbloyst. 
Tis cruel .to baulk me of my only chance of 
^t^ership." 

" Silence, bother-headed blockhead !" exclfum- 
ed Konstanty Felineki, striving to ride gainst 
Nepomucen as he proceeded to take his part in 
tbeir array. " Thou hast already settled thy bull- 
neck to the halter, as wilfully as the deadliest 
moper of a Great British November !" 

" Silence !" — replied Pulafski, assuming a 
graver tone when he found himself audible only 
toFelinski'sson. " Silence thyself Captain Kon- 
stanty 1 — I, if worst should ensue, have done 
no matter of harm to any but myself: — but 
^Qu, bra^iadaccio, — ^parricide, — ^fratricide, — hast 
played Iscariot's part in an affiur that will not 
fail to bring thy brother to the gibbet, and thy 
&tlier's gray hairs in sorrow to the grave." 
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But tbe flutter-bnuued Felituki heard not th« 
adjuration of the priaoner. Stung by the contu- 
melious demeanour of Count CzeleoBzki and his 
military associates, he resolved to le&ve them to 
their own guidance; and was already galloping 
in the direction of Lubloyst, determined to take 
private cc^nizance of the mansion of the Zyd ; 
and, if posaible, of monopolizing to his own 
share the hononr of further discormea. 
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Settee could tbej hear or lee Iheir foca 
Until at weapon poiot tbef cloac— 
ThejF dose, in clouds of smoke and doit, 
With iword iway, and with lincei thnut — 

And satb a ^U wm there. 
Of nddcD and poitentcnu hiitb— 
Aj if men fon^ht upon the earth 

And fieadi in upper air ; 
Oh I life and death were in the ahont— - 
R«eoiJ and rally, charge and rout— 

And triumph and deipair. 

SfOTT, 



Fsw spectaeleB or incidents produce so thrilling 
an emotion as a midnight conflagration. The 
imminence of peril to life and property — die 
dimness of night giving place to a lurid gleam 
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Bg if emantitiDg from the org;ies of maUgoant 
spirits, — the wareriog but deepening rednese of 
the sky as if blood-stuned by some mysteriouB 
crime, — bespeak dismay and conetemation ! — 
And thus, the multipUdt^ of watdi-fires that 
served to %ht the Confederates to the suburbs 
of the Miasteczko, served also to ruse a corres- 
pondent glow of agitation on the sallow cheek 
of Pan Dzieduszycki, the terrified Grodski of 
Lubloyst. — 

' " What means all this!" cried th6 T%i]ant 
Chief Magistrate when eumraoned to the window 
by one of his three bony spiuBters " Have we 
incendiarian a-fodt ?— light from Eaal,— West,— 
North, — South — from all points of the compass 
at once?" 

" The effect probably of Aurora Borealis !" 
said Panns Mamchna, his eldest hope — (a hope 
of fif^ years' enjoyment.) "My friend. Pro- 
fessor Boguslafiiki, of the Uniyersity of Krakow, 
is of opinion that an atmosphere superabundantly 
charged with electric matter is ^ " 

" Tysiqc Diabl&w ! — who carps T " exclaimed' 
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tbfl'i>ld man, laying aside, in the perplexity of 
his terrors, a pipe still lialf onexhansted. 

*' Or 'tis not impoBsible," observed Panna 
Marysia, the second, (who entertained a stand- 
ing flirtation with the Crown Surveyor of the 
Puflzcza,) '* that the Forest of Lubionki may 
hate taken fire. The knaves of peftsants have 
been seen brfore now, in the vileness of their 
sldth, to char a standing pine-tree for terebenthiue!| 
regardless of endangering the proper^ " — 

"Boh, boht" cried the old Grodski petu- 
lantly. " Stands lie Puszcza to our leftward? 
and see you not bow deeply the sky redden^ in 
the direction of the tannery t" — 

, " / am inclined to .opine," began the third 
daughter ; — but her inclinations and opinions 
were eut, short by the sudden and hurried en- 
Bfance of the Predco ; accompanied by a Hayr 
dock, whoi having been accidental^ engaged 
on Excise buiiuess at the bark-farm, was the 
first to notice the kmdiing of the forest-bea- 
con and the answering fires of the A4i<'^'% 
hoghts."-!- ■ 
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*' There is treason oh &ot and noHung lees ! " 
cned the man, wiping from his brow the evi- 
dence of hia haete.^ 

" There are strong grounds for believing that 
the peasants have taken arms," observed the 
Predco, in a tone of reluctant admission. 

" Tis false I" cried the Grodski. " "K» a 
base and miflctuevons lie. There is not a quieter 
or more orderly district in any Watvodat of the 
Republic than this of LobloyEft; as I had the 
satisfaction of informing His Excellency Count 
Briihl in the very last letter I had the honour 
to address him." — 

" Assertion is not proof," sud the Predco 
hastily ; feeling that, in a contingency so vital 
to the interesb of the state, he must not permit 
the duty of subordination to a superior officer 
to paralyze his activity. " What the district of 
Lublt^mt may have been in times past, 1 take 
not upon me to decide. What it has been ance 
tlie young lord of Wodarodko saw fit to en- 
courage misrule and intemperance on his estates, 
by destroying the frame of their legislation, I 
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hsve Been with my eyes, and heard with my 
ears. When I su^eBted the arreBt of the ZyA 
and Zydowka, Szmuhl and Salomea, I did it 
on the strength of information, Becretly obtwned, 
that anne had heen euireptitiouBly depoaited in 
tiieir dwelling; and though my search availed 
not to certify the fact, I hare yet reason to 
believe " 

" Believe what you list, Pan Predco," cried 
the Grodski, "but tax not my patience to adopt 
yonr believings. Nor Btand there prosing and 
disserting, when perhaps some &rm of the vicinity 
ia blazing sway like a tar-barrel Sot lack oS 
fts^tanoe. Summon the Haydiicks, and away !" 

'^ Before you issue instruction for the disper- 
sion of the men;" said the Predco still more 
rraolutely, " I mnst entreat, I muBt exact, that 
you visit the belfry of the Batusz and take 
a anrvey of (he ctwdition of^ the surrounding 
country." 

" And by what authority do you — " 

" By the urgait interests of the town in 
this moment of peril ! " cried the Frodco, not 



Dgiw^dbv Google 



234 THE COMPXDBRiTlBS 

giving the old, mui time to ehftpe his accnsatim. 
" ^ould a Berioofi moTemeQt occar among th^ 
people, twice ten hours would elapse ere effective 
roccourB could be obttuned ; and — " 

" Arm, arm, in Uie name of Heares ! " .cried 
Karolek theHayduek, rtuhing nnceremoniouB^ 
into the chamber.- — " The beacons are treaeon-^r 
nals, — ^the peasants in arms ; — and a vast body of 
men headed by -the doubly dBmna1>le Brediren 
of the Z^on Jeeait6w and the boy Feliuski, are 
on thwr march towards the town ! " 

"JezusMaryal" — ejaculated the Grodskigwhile . 

three piteous shrieks evinced the consternation of 

the three Lubionkian Destinies, hie daughters. — 

" Armed say you ? " inquired the Predco with 

an air of consternation. 

" With pikes, scythe - bl^es, bludgeons ! " 
cried the Haydudc. '* For Heaven's love dday 
not! — within twenty minutes, nay! less, — they 
will be here ! " — 

" Jezus Marya ! " again ejaculated the Grod> 
ski, paler than death, and overwhelmed hy a 
sudden catalepsy of devoutness. — 
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" Rii^ the alarum!" cried the Predco, ad- 
dresBing the group of Haydueks and petty officers 
ttiat now hurried into the room. " Ann your- 
Belves to the utmost, — collect what fire-artna ydu 
eon, — and gather roond yo6 those butchers of 
the town on whose fealty yoa can rely. To the 
Ratusz, — to the Batusz !" 

" The very cry of the msnrgents !" cried another 
.Haydnck, who had just made his appearance. 
'* They march in haste and disorder, with a view 
to attack the prisons." 

" Lo! — I will arm myself ■With the sling 6i 
David," — faltered the Grodski, trembling in every 
limb, " and go forth to meet these Philistines !" — 

" Better tarry here," cried the Predco, ob- 
serving that the three ancient damsels, having 
enlaced their arms, were clinging around him. " A 
man may be a Nestoi* in council, yet no Achilles 
in the field ; and /, by half your years your junior, 
may best encounter a peril your grey hairs would 
only aggravate." 

'* Felinski, — Micfaaelokski, — Pulafski, — all 
away, — all absent !" faltered Dzieduszycki. 
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" To the Ratnsz!" agun ezclBimed the Pred- 
co, quittJDg the room, followed hj all the Hay- 
ducks ; while the chief m^;i8tr8te sank into a 
chair, bewildered by hia own perplezitieB. 

But already they "were late in the fields — They 
had BCwrcety time to fortify themselrea in. the old 
Gothic giurd-room, when an encreaeed tumnh on 
the air, — a tumult which not even the Ivattling of 
the toBcin or the uproar of the startled townsmen 
nuhing forth clamorously from their habitalionB, 
could overpower, — announced the near approach 
of the insurgents. 

" The ruffiauB have enrolled themselTcs in a 
regular Confederation !" cried one of the Hayducks, 
while labouring in execution of the Predco's com- 
mands for the fbrtificatioa of his grim old citadel. 

" A Confederation amounting to hundreds and 
thousands I" — cried another, grinding his toeth,. as 
he assisted to remove the weighty chest containing 
the archiveB of the town to a place of security. 
'* And a tight j ob have they in hand for ust" 

" They come, — hark!" — 

"The trampling of feet, — ay! and even of 
horsemen !" — 
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*'The sliy growB brighter and brighter!" — 
ejaculated another. "HaTetheyfiredthetown^' — 

" They dare not !" — 

" lliey dare all -who have set their lives on 
such a caati" replied the Predco, havii^ stationed 
himself at the only -window of the hall which was 
not closely barred up in preparation for an attack. 
" Is the guard doubled at the prison portal V — 

" Barcz and five of his men are etationed well 
umed within." 

" They will doubUess sack and plonder the 
town 1" faltered a bargher, horror^truck at the 
necessity of abandoning the guardianship of his 
own dwelling in support of the Ratoez ; and soon 
a deepening roar, proclaiming the arrival of a 
mighty populace, invested this declaration with 
new terrors in the ears of bis companions. — Occa- 
sionel shonts, and at length a tremendous tumult 
animating the very atmosphere into life, proclaims 
ed the struggle to be at hand : — the tumult of a 
thousand uplifted voices, mingled into one hoarse 
yell of execration. 

The person who, as leader of the host, first 
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made his appeanmce in the ■ Ryndc, tm Jutiusz 
Felinski ; adll on horsehaok, bui encumbered witb 
groups of men cliiBtering rirand lym with petUiona 
to he tulimtted into tha Confederation without 
probation m oath of allegiance ; and it was Been 
by the frequent waring <^ his hand, partly in en- 
^resly, vuA partly io contraand, that the yDiith{«l 
hero had aome difficulty in repreisiog th« vehe- 
mence.of his partizans. 

All order of array was already at an end. Al- 
though no obstacle hsA presented itself to &eir 
entrance into the town, the insuigents, whose 
meeting had been hitherto stealthy and tranquil, 
were too much elated by the novelty of their 
position and the ezcfissee to which it hfid al- 
ready giren rise, to preserre the subordination 
inculcated by their leader. Already in their 
progress through the suburb, the distilleriee 
had been attacked and plun4ered. The barge- 
men and navi^tion-company, saturated with Vod- 
ka, now rushed forward in utter disorder; while 
Father Hierouymus, unaccustomed to the dntjee 
of standard-bearer, was overwhelmed iy the 
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eruflh of the contending tide. It was tlie piJu^ 
of suoh among tke Confederates as were interest- 
ed in the attack upon the prieooB, and the still 
more dangerous class intent on in^ting a general 
spirit of violence as a mask to their bad inten- 
tions, to create confusion by promoting disunion 
unoog the several companies of the Confedera- 
tion. 

, " There h not much to fear," observed the 
Karolek to the Predco, having taken a cautious 
survey of their proceedings. " Ho more order 
or system among them than among a swarm 
of nudges in the sunshine 1" — 

" Who spoke of scythe-blades and spoiUoona!" 
cried another Hayduck, as tiie Puszcza company, 
— in a closer phalanx than the rest of the tutnol- 
toory throng, and still bearing their forest ensigns, 
— appeared in the Kynek. — " Behold, they make 
war upon us with beechen boughs, like dury- 
wenches driving their kine to the milking 
stool !" — 

"May the her4 they hold so cheap prove 
fiei-ce as the uros-bulls of Rykitka ! " — ob- 
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serred the Predco. " Bat for all thai y«t 
appears, a few Tollies of blank cartridge xlis- 
chai^ed over the heads of the multitude, may 
still bring them to reason. I will address them 
from the window." 

But no sooner did he present himself and 
attract the notice of those nearest to the Ratusz, 
than a howl was raised such as must have over- 
powered the most stentoriaa lungs ; and a ToUey 
of stones was instantly dischai^ed at the window, 
one of which laid open the cheek of the Predco. 
Without waiting for orders, a dozen Hayducks 
now rushed forward, and discharged their cu^- 
bines over the heads of the people ; and the riot 
and confusion following the alarm caused many 
a gentle heart in the Miasteczko to tremble with 
consternation. The doubts of the official junta 
in the Ratusz were speedily solved respecting the 
arms carri<ed by the Confederates; for a consi- 
derable dischai^ of musquetry answered the 
challenge of the Grodski's body-guard of Hay- 
ducks. "Hie men, irritated as well as surprised, 
now fired with intent of mischief; and, at the 
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very next Tolley, Julinsz Felindii was seen to drop 
wonnded from hie horse ! — In the uproar that 
ensued, the Predco could no longer distingaieh 
the meaMiree or mtentions of the assailants; — 
and before the smoke cleared away or the uproar 
Bubwded, the prison gales had been, forced; — 
Barcz end* his oompanums desperately wounded, 
and the prisoners set free to attach themselves 
to the hosts of their deliverers ! — 

The trembling burghei-s, ensconced within 
tbe eitadel, were firmly persuaded that the vio- 
lent outcries which rent the air proceeded from 
the spoliation of their private dwellings, and 
announced the demolition of their property. But 
the preconcerted signal of a trumpet-call now 
startled the tumultuous throng of the Confede- 
' rates into sudden stillness; — ^their uplifted arms 
fell powerless, and their struggles ceased as by 
preternatural influence. Tbe excitement was sus- 
pended; and, when the smoke partially clear- 
ed aw»y above their heads, the banner of the 
Confederation, with its glowing Cross, was seen 
fixed beside the basin of a granite fountain. 
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gracing the ceotre of the Rynek ; surromnLed 
by a company of Foresters, bearing Uazing pine* 
1<^ in tb^r hands. — Elevated on the mai^ of 
the finmt^, stood Father Joachim : — ^his portly 
figure, sternly pre - eminent, was habited in the 
robes of his order, but di&tioguished by the badge 
of a crimson cross embroidered on the breast ; — 
while by his side, and addressing him with ener^ 
getic and almost frantic gesticulation, was the 
Zydowka Salomea, — rescued by the insurgents 
from her dungeon and avouching in her disar- 
ray the violence of the struggle t — ^The gray htur 
streaming from her coifless bead,^-her withered 
cheek, streaked and stained with blood, — her 
eyes, glaring with ferocity, — and the awfiil im- 
precations bursting from her lips, — ^befitted her 
for the impersonation of an At^ stirriDg up the 
evil passions of the multitude ! — 

Putting ^e furious Jewess peremptorily 
aside^ the Jesnit, now addressed himself in a 
bold and energetic tone to the Grodski Dziedus- 
zycki, whom he supposed to be in command of 
the company engt^ed in defence of the Ratosz; 
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of the oatare and extent of wluch, the asBailauts 
without could form no just egtimation. 
■ " Old man!" — cried the Jesuit, apostrophizing 
the chief Magistrate of Lubloyst, " yon are here- 
by called upon in the name of the Confederation 
of the Holy Cross, — Cbanlpions of Polish liberty 
and foes to Muscovy and her partizans, — to 
surrender your chai^ into their hands. GHve 
us instant possesion of the Ratusz and Tribunals 
of Lubloyst ; — or abide the consequences of fur- 
ther contumacy. Reflect that your obstinacy sti- 
mulates the paseions of the already excited mul- 
titude ; — that you expose to imminent peril the 
lives and properties of your fellow-citizens. Be- 
hold ! — a multitude of two thousand armed men 
is gathered gainst you. Advaiuie fearlessly to the 
the window, and surrey our preparations. — Fear 
nothit^ ! — By the mere uplifting of my finger I 
can stay this Taet congregation from any purpose 
of violence." — 

" Traitor and miscreant !" said the Predco, 
raising his band in a menacing attitude, as he 
presented his ensanguined person at the window in 
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reply to thie bold address. " I chaige you in my 
tarn, to dismiss to their peaceful dwellings the 
mi^ided men, your followers ; and in the name 
of the King and Republic of Poland, do hereby 
attaint yon of treason to the state." 

"You refiise to obeymysummonfl?" — demand- 
ed Father Joachim, not dragning to notice the 
terms of his harangue. 

" I do not even give it hearing !" 

" Predco of Lubloyat ! — I demand of you, for 
the last time, to surrender and unbar to the ckie& 
of the Confederation of the Holy Cross the gates 
you have illegally closed against the access of the 
inhabitants of the district !" shouted the Jesuit. 

" A plotting priest and deluded b<^! — Appro- 
priate chie& for a National Coniederation I" cried 
the Predco disdainfully. 

*' He reviles our chiefs, — ^he insults our Cap- 
tain t — Fire the doors!" cried a portion of the 
rabMe consisting of the haigemen of the Vistula 
end the released felons now added to the unruly 
group. And without regard to the restraining 
vMce of Father Joacliim, the men who had stood 
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round his pereon with lighted pine-torclies in their 
hands while he addressed the Synod of the 
Ratusz, now presaed forward towards the door i 
— the wooden Irame-work was instantlj covered 
with comhustible matter, and tongnes of flame 
were soon seen creeping up the shutters of the 
lower windows. — ^A fiise of tow steeped in burning 
resin was even projected into the Jnstice Hall. 

" They fire the building ! — Must we be grilled 
at our postt" cried the terrified burghers. 

" The Katusz is in flames !" excltumed the 
Hajduckfl. 

"We shall be compelled to submit to the 
terms of these ruffians !" — ^hed the supervisor 
of Excise,- -approaching the Predco with an. air 
of supplication. 

"Nerer!" said the brave man, resolutely. 
"Let us die here at our post, in the service of the 
Republic whose bread we have eaten, rather than ' 
give way before a gang of priest-besotted traitors ! 
Young Felinski has already fallen : and Johann, our 
fleetest express, is by this time half a league from 
Lubloyst, on his road to the garrison. By day* 
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breaJt, eacconrs vill be despatched to our reecoe. 
Be firm, — and all is well !" — ■ 

■' He cares for noi^ht but the gratification of 
of his own eelfi^ vanity !" — grumbled one of the 
burgesses apart. 

" He wants to work his way to the Orodski- 
ship !" — exclaimed Karolek the Hayduck, lending 
an ear to the roar (^ the popolace, which just 
then appeared to burst forth with redoubled 
violence. 

"Vivat, — vivat!" — cried the Predco, who 
though somewhat stunned by his wound, had been 
carefully notidng the varying indications of the 
moment. " We are safe ! — I bear the trampling 
of troopers ; by what miracle vouchsafed to our 
asaistance, Heaven's mercy best can tell.' — Hark ! 
the bugle-call of onslaught ! — Behold '. — Behold. 
The glorious Hussars of the Lithuanian regiment ! 
— Vivat ! vivat!" — 

And to the utter amazement of the Predco, 
burghers Hayducks and miscellaneous congre- 
gation of loyalists assembled in the Ratusz, a 
regular charge was made upon the astonished and 
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yelling mnltitade, hy a squadron of the best dis- 
ciplined dr^oong in the kii^om ! — ^The flames, 
dowly consuming the window and door-frames 
of the RatusE, added a fearfdl reflection to the 
gleaming sabres and brilliant accoutrements of 
the men', as sword in hand they borti down upon 
the resolute populace. — 

The first charge, indeed, appeared decisive. 
The Confederates, whose attention was engrossed 
np to the very moment of attack by the proceed- 
ings at the . Ratusz, were no less overwhelmed 
by this sudden inundation than if Heaven had 
poured down an armament to trample them into 
dust. Already, too, confnuon had wroi^ht di»- 
nniom among them. The Puszcza Company, 
a tribe diffeiing widely in views and aspirations 
btaa the riotous multitude, (di^usted by the 
vifJatioQ of inirate rights practised in the 
pinnder of the Jewish distillery, and by the 
firing of the Ratusz which it was their dedre to 
convert into the head-quarters of the Confedera- 
tion,) bad already retired from the Rynek ; and the 
half-inebriated and awe-atrut^ Chlopatwo forin- 
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ing the majori^ of the populace, terrified hf 
the aspect of their military assailants, fled like 
eheep from the charge. Father HieroDymus and 
the banner of the Confederation disappeared. 
Shouts of trininph were followed by yells of 
terror and groans from the men trampled by the 
chargers or bleeding under the sabres of the 
Lithuanian Hussars. Within five minutes, the 
military were in possession of the Rynek ; and 
the Confederates forced into the two narrow 
streets that terminated its angles ! — ' 

But the first panic aver, a body of picked men 
more efficiently armed than the rest which had 
been assigned by Father Joachim to the command 
of Henryk the Strasnik and Erazm the daunt-^ 
less son of Ignacy, retradi^ their steps, asto- 
nished in their turn the exulting soldiers of Colonel 
Salkanski by an effident discharge of musquetry 
dislodging many a bold Hussar from his saddle ; 
while others of the Lubiookians, who had forced 
their way into the dwelling-bonses surrounding 
the Tai^, poured down upon them an irregular 
fire, still more annoying. — Count Czelenszki, 
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baying alread; obtained from the brUve Salkan- 
ski a promise that quarter should be granted 
to the miE^ided men, (dupes of a cunning trd-, 
tor,) as far aa was consistent with his du^ to the 
Republic, now despaired of preserving the offenders 
from a general massacre ; and having dismounted 
from bis horse, and forced a way through the 
smouldering doors of the Ratosz, hastened to con- 
fer with the Grodski or his repreaentatives tooch- 
ing the numbers, means, and dispositions of th^ 
rioters ; and the readiest mode of effecting a parley 
with the chiefs of the Confederation. Konstanty 
Feltnski, who (expecting to find his father and 
Michaelokski in council with the civil authorities 
of the Miastec^o) had undertaken this branch 
of duty, was not yet visible on the scene of 
action ; and the good, bomane, and aelf-convicted 
magnat of Wodarodko would not sacrifice ano- 
ther minnte or another life to the expectation of 
his arrival. 

Rushing up the stairs, he found a body of 
Hayducks, carbine in hand, prepared to resist the 
antidpated attack of the insui^ents ; — and, after 
M 5 
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a moment's explanation, was Eiuffered to enter the 
Hall of the tribnnal, where the Predco, half-faint- 
ing from loss of blood and pn^ped in a chair, 
still attempted to issue his commands to the 
men. — 

Feebly raising his arm with a cry of triumph, 
as the young Count, whom he regarded ae a har- 
binger of rescue to the Miasteczko, entered the 
room, he attempted to raise himself from his seat, 
and advance to meet the magnat of Wodarodko. 
But at that moment, an explosion as of an earth- 
quake, shook the very foundation of the building 
and precipitated him to the ground ! — Cze- 
lenszki himself, — struck on the breast by one of 
the burning rafters forced by the shock with aw- 
ful violence into the chamber, — lost all sense of 
the fearfiil scene in which he bore a part, and lay 
stretched insensible by the side of the Predco of 
Lubloyst. 
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McD who belieye tbef mtct can be frtt 
Ualm bjjghling for thrir Liberty; 
Hj their own lawkai cIudout and contpUint, 
Inrite Goercioa, and enforce reetrunt, 

CI14BBX. 



"TBysT me, my worthiest friend, I ahall never, 
lament me of Uie joumej, oor even of m; need- 
lew alaraia, since they have been the means of 
restoring friendship and good fellowship between 
ub!" — said Eustachy Fdinski to his neighbour 
of Wraoiczko; as they sat together at their 
noon-day meal, in a small karczma adjoining the 
f nj over theVistola, — a post station nearest to 
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Wielicz, — on the mommg eucceeding the ev^itfiil 
qight of whose direful results they were at preseBt 
so little apprehenBive. 

"I ever told you th»t we should hritig back 
news of Konstanty'e safety," replied Michaelok- 
ski, swallowii^ a sufficient ladlefdl of smoking 
Barszcz; — "and whatever may be the cause of 
the wondrous promotion intimated by the Podstft- 
ros^i <^ the Czartoryski palace, (that the young 
Captain, forsooth, is now boon-companion to his 
Highness on his journey to Petrikow,) it can bode 
only new honours to your aaa. Wherefore, my 
eood friend and neighbour, should yon on this 
new foundation erect fresh projects for his pre- 
ferment, and repent the contract on which we 
have entered upon the strength of young Pulaf- 
sbi's retractation, — " 

"Away!" — interrupted Felinaki. "Tk an 
imputation on my honour to advert to such a 
contingency. Mineczka is the &ire8t and weitlth- 
iest, as well as the most virtuous and gentle of 
our Lubloyskan damsels ; — and what further dare 
I covet for my sont — With a blamefol partially. 
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I own I Qould wieh she had looked vith an- eye 
of [H^reaoe on <me who would have lored her 
better — inasmuch as he would have loved her 
beyond the light of his otm eyes, — even Julinsz, 
my noble youngling. But this is no longer to be 
thought of. The maiden has made ber election ; 
— rmy son, as yott infonn me, has spoken his 
pretensions ; — and you and I, Michaelokeki, have 
now clasped hands on the contract. Hencefor- 
ward the affiur has only a bright side in my 
eyes." 

" And so soon as the churl Pulafski can be 
moved to restore my pledge, the roofs of the old 
farm shall ring merrily with the bridal !" — cried 
MichaHokski, raising his glass and pledging a 
health tu the young couple. "Konstanty is a 
jot more city-bred than I would have deeired in a 
son-in-law ; — but then my girl has a voice and a 
smile of persuasion to win over a mill-stone to 
her side : and we shall soon find the young wife 
weaning him from the fopperies which, after all, 
my old friend, are but the tinsel on the mantle of 
youth.— -New ties, new faculties ! — ^Konstanty, a 
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husbuLd and a &ther, Will become a sober citizeo; 
and according ae the sage LycurguH in bis ioati- 
tutes " 

" Is not yonder Szmuhl, the Zyd of tlie mias- 
teczko dismounting from hie mtleT' — int«mipted 
Felineki, looking earnestly from the caeement. 
" It may cbance that be journeys from Lubloyst, 
tod can ^ve me tidings of Juliusz." 

" I would scarcely lend faith to kit news o[ 
tbe sailing or sinking of a coble-boat I" — cried 
Micbaelokski. '* What word of trust e7er issued 
from the foul mouth of a Aog of Israel V — 

"Nay," replied Felioski. " God's judgments 
are severe upon the scatterlings, — ^for against God 
did they rebel ! — But -we, bis servants, — ^we who 
are also childrrai of wrath, — are we jartified io 
dealing the bolts of reprobstion on the bead of 
a fellow-creature t — Szmuhl I" he cried* looking 
forth &om the casement — and beckoning io the 
Jew, who approached cringingly An die sunuDons 
trf the wealthy Szlachcic of Lublowicz. " What 
cheer from Labloyst? — Know yon aught of the 
welfare of my ton 1 " — 
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"I COQW, grtuuooB nir, from the SaHtarnia, 
whereof four poor servant ia die director and 
lesaee," replied he, uncovering his sheven crown, 
while the light summer breeze that played on his 
sallow cheek nused not the long pendent locks 
hanging (after the fashion of the Jews of Poland,) 
on either side his face. '* Bat though news have I 
none of home or kindred, a mighty word hangs 
upon my tongue. Some hours ago I encountered 
on the Wilna road a courier from the dty." 

" We onrselves journey from Warsaw," cried 
Michaelokski, impatient of his friend's colloquy 
with one of the detested raoe. 

" But scarcely with a courier's speed, gracious 
Szlachcic !" — perusted Szmuhl, cowering lower 
than before. — " The fellow of whom I spake was 
travelling like the arrow of the wii^;ed lightning, 
to convey intelligence of our Sovereign's decease." 

"The Kihg!" — ejacnlated Felinski. 

" Is vrith the King of kings !" — resumed the 
Zyd. " Augustus of Saxony no longer reigns in 
Poland." 

" And Keyserling V exclaimed Michaelokski. 
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Bat the Jew had no leisure to reply. The atten- 
tion of all parties was arrested by an intemperate 
jangle between two horsemen having ridden into 
the stable from the ferry; who were mutually 
aeeerting a claim to the first and best horse of the 
post station. Both, it appeared, were gorem- 
ment coariers. 

" I tell you," cried one, " I am the bearer of 
a despatch from his Excellent Lordship the 
Primate Bishop, now by the Grace of God 
Regent of Poland," 

" And I tell you," cried the other, " I am on 
a mission of special import &om Count Briihl, the 
Brent's regent. — Moreover, if you have the 
heart of a man, diBpate not my claims ; for 'tis a 
matter of life and death." 

*' My errand is of no less import t" cried the 
first, " being a recal to the troops despatched two 
days ago under Salkanski, to suppress with the 
edge of the sword the insurrection of Lubionki." 

"The Confederation of Lubionki 1" ejaculated 
Ssmuhl, involuntarily dropping the caul-cap he 
held in his hand. 
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" The Ckinfederatioii of Lubionki !" — exclaimed 
Felm§ki, staggering to a seat. 

" Jezus Maiya ! — what means all tkaV cried 
Midia^lokeki. — "Hae Czelenski'a tree of good 
and evil alrtady borne sncli fetal fruit T'— 

" Stop them, — ^in God's name stop them, and 
obtain fiirther tidmgs !" — faltered Felinaki to hia 
Mend; — while the Zyd, apprehending further 
interrogation on his own part, quietly remounted 
the mule he still held hy the rein ; and instead of 
halting as he had purposed for rest and refresh- 
ment, slunk away towards the by-road which 
would convey him quickest to Lubloyst. 

*' Both have bcMi furnished with fresh horses," 
cried Michaelokski, " and are about to start!" — 
and rushing to the door, he had scarce^ time 
to lay bis hand on the bridle of Lubieneki'e cou- 
rier. But even the florin insinuated into his 
hand, procured only the barren information that 
the peasantry of the Puszcza of lubionki were 
in e state of rebellion ; — that a detachment of 
dragooDs bad been dispatched from Warsaw to 
put down the insurrection ; and that the Primate 
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now prendent of the cooncil, had made it the 
first duty of his office to iaSQe a prodamatkm of 
geiutrel amnesty, provided the leaders were given 
up to justice, and that thdr miegoided foHowers 
hiid down their arms. — 

"Away then, — away with all speed!" cried 
the e^nized Felinski, on hearing their commnni- 
cations. " Detain them not for the ntteranoe of 
another syllahle 1"'-4nd sinking back in hia chair 
he lifted tip bis voice and wept aloud. But so 
&r from conjecturing the share his hearth and 
hoQsehoId held in the promises of the proclami^ 
tjon, his tears were tears of thanktulness, — 
that while ^acy the W^larz and many other 
bthers of the district beheld their sons involved 
in the terrors of detected treason, his own prompt 
tenderness had extricated firom peril his beloved 
JuliuBz ; while Konetanty, instead of a dangerous 
encounter with the desperadoes of the Jama, 
vras honoured with the friendship of hia noble 
patron of Pulawy, and on the eve of a prosper- 
ous betrothment with the gentle maiden of 
Wrankicio ! — 



Dgitiz^dbv Google 



OF LDBIOMKI. 209 

" And why, I pray yon, (for 'tb pWn, friend 
Felinski, ihat you hAd previous ineiglit into the 
nutter,) why hare you kept this ihiiig m mystery 
£rom met" — said MichaSokski. "The peasaate 
in armst — Perhaps some of my own knaves of 
Chlopsfwo, profiting by my absence, join in their 
outrages t — ^Why — why, Felinski, kept yoa this 
matter a secret from your friend t" — ■ 

" Grieve me not by perusting in the inquiry!" 
replied the farmer, moumfally waiving bis head. 
" I had personal motivea for concealment. — But 
our meid is ended ; — our inducement homeward 
of redoubled emergency. Let us to horse and 
away for Lnbloyst, — for home — for LuUowicz, — 
for JuIiuBz V — 

" And have you neither a thought nor a word 
for my daughter, who soon shall be your own t — 
What think you may have been the bap of my 
poor Mineczka, if indeed my Wraniczkian pea- 
sants have been deluded iato joining the Conie- 
deration V — ■ 

"- Speak not of so dread a thing I" — said hjs 
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e>mp&moii, ditiddering. " Knew yon as I do 
the desperate courses of these rebels" — 

" You shall not alarm me !" cried Michaelok- 
ski. "Firstly, I have all cause to eoont upon 
the fidelity of mj household. Secondly, in the 
emei^ency of any popular disturbance, it would 
be Father Joachim's firat care to remove my 
predous child to the security of the Carme- 
lites."— ■ 

"The security of a sheepfold against the 
preying of a herd of wolves!" cried Felinski. 
" And Father Joachim as her watch-dog? — There 
breathes not in Poland so foul a traitor, — bo 
insidious a breeder of mischief !" — 

" It is then as I thought," mused the farmer 
of Wraniczko. 

" And since the leaders of this sedition are to 
be given up in example and warning to the king- 
dom, pray Heaven the sacrifice of yonder cunning 
Jesuit's head may yield sufficient atonement," cried 
his ^tated companion. — Little did Felinski ima- . 
gine that the courier of BriJhl and the Primate 
bad been already outstripped by a secret mes- 
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senger, bearing firom the leaders of the Russian 
party^ to the Zakon Jeeuit6w such offers of pre- 
ferment and proteetioD as not only eecared the 
safety of Father Joaohim, hut attached the future 
serrioes of this champion of Polish Freedom 
and the cause of the Catholic Church, — to the 
cahinet of St. Petersbui^ ! — Little did he foresee 
that the man he fimeied predestined to the block, 
would live to be inscribed in that goodly company 
of confessors,* which completed the subjugation 
of the last King of Poland ; or that the spirit of 
patriotism evoked among the peasantry of Ma- 
zowsze, on whose preyious and inherent existence 
he had artfully grounded the machinatitma of his 
order, would smoulder in inextinguishable power 
till roused into new vigour by the Confederation 
of Bar, and the gallant enterprize of E.oeciuszko. 
Meanwhile every mile of their remaining 
journey was a work of toil and anxiety to the 
two fathers. Their way - worn beasts were 
scarcely equal to so speedy a resumption of their 
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travel ; and although at Wielicz they 'obtained 
fresh bones, the confirmation there received of 
the news from Warsaw, accompanied by rumonn 
of a serious struggle the preceding night between 
the military and the people, did bqt fearfiilly 
enereaae their digqnietades. — ' 

" I will Cat short across the pastures to Luh- 
lowicB, without entering the town," said Felineki 
in a low voice to his fViend, as they approached 
within a quarter of a lei^e of Luhloyst. 

" And I will take the PuBzcza rtMid to Wran- 
iczko," rephed Michaelokfiki ; " pausing a moment 
at your gate to learn that all is well." 

Agtun they relapsed into dlence; and although 
when each occasionally nttered a few words to 
the other, it was in encouragement and mutual 
assurance that they and theirs could be in no way 
concerned in the event, yet Michaelokaki Was 
not surprised when they reached a sandy portion 
of the road that muffled the stepping of their 
horses, to hear deep eobe bursting from the breast 
of his companion. — 

'* My heart ^nks widiin me !" faltered the 
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old man, as they approached the farm so near 
as to discern through the twilight its dim plant- 
ationB, its white walla, il« bomeljr stacks and 
bams, all-tranqiiil in their oeoal rustic aeclu^on. 
■< It needs to lore and build our .hopes upon 
a child, as tenderly as I npon my Jolinaz, tq 
aj^reciate the terrors now fluttering in m; 
bosom." — 

Alas ! — ^The first objects that stmck him on 
entering the precincts of the &rm, were military 
accoutrements hanging in all directions on the 
palings. — ^The stable was filled with trdop horses ; 
-»Hind as the two farmers dismounted, they were 
roughly shouldered by the hussars in possesion 
of the place 1 — 

Felinsdu laid his hand heavily on that of his 
companion, silently pointing to the ground as 
th^ entered the kitchen where the soldiers were 
carousing. Although ashes were pro&sely scat- 
tered on the floor, a track of blood was distinctly 
visible towards the hall ; — and the old man 
doubted not, as he staggered towards the door, 
that the blood beneath his feet was the precious 
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life-blood of lus child ! — ^And lo ! — ^vrfaile bis bouI 
sank beavy within bim, — and a marmar ae of 
BtraggltDg emotioQB and contending borrore per- 
plexed his ears, — the dragoons caroumng round 
bis dishonoured board were passing ribald jests, 
and roaring Bacchanalian songe of triumph ! — 
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He reached dw duunbar : and hia eyes bebold 
All thftt hii heart beliered not, jet foretold— 



But Felineki as jet apprehended not half his 
misfortunes. The hall he now threw open was 
iUaminated with manj tapers. But amid the 
unnatural brilhaney of the sceue, there was a 
stillness as of death ; — and, though that narrow 
space contained all that was dear to him on 
earth, — although hie eons, — yea! both his sons 
were there, — their breath was not on the air, nor 
their shadow on the Wall ! — 

VOL. U. H 
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Cloee beside Aie door stood the eiged Katar- 
zynka, with the bandiDaidenB of the farm raoged 
in silent array l^ her side: — the fixed torpor 
of grief, pourtrayed in her &ee, being fiu- more 
eloquent than words to the apprehensions of the 
heart-Bbicken father. At some distance, Szatzka 
and Blazek of Wraniczho were kneeling before a 
temporaiy Calvary, affixed against the wall ; and 
at the upper extremity of the chamber stood a 
bed, (dragged thither for some inexphcable pur- 
pose) beside which eat the dai^hter of Michaelok,- 
eki, — ^pale, cold, and ri^d, as a marble effigy, — 
on whom their sudden entrance produced neither 
change nor movement. At her feet was the 
favourite wolf' dog of young Pula&ki ; but 
instead of starUng up, afier the wont of his ma- 
ture, to resist the approach of strange footsteps, 
the poor brute lay extended there immoveable, 
as though.aware that the business <^ his life was 
over! — 

The old man saw the sentence of his destii^ 
inscribed, as by the finger of God, before his 
eyes; — nor did his pulse quicken or his breath 
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shorten as with a grave and resolute step he 
traversed the chamber and stood heside the bed. 
There indeed la^ Juliuaz, — c«ld,— death-etretched, 
— 4eath-pale ; — but lovelj-, as in a sleep whose 
dreams are soothing. Like all who perish by 
gun-shot wounds, diere was languor in his Cpun- 
^tenance ; — like all who perish young.-^there was 
the promise of Heaven upon his brow.— The rich 
auburn hair was not yet matted to his fine fore- 
head by the dews of death ; and those who loved 
him might gaze upon his beauty, and fimcy 
thftt the breath of life was suspended, not ex- 
tinguished, on hie lips. — . 

But what was the myaterioiis thing enwrapt 
in a bloody sheet, that lay beside him-.— over 
which the cold hand of Mineczka was extended 
in involuntary guardianship ? — 

Alas! it needed not to enquire!— But one thing 
had she loved,— but one earthly form had she 
cherished with the passion of attachment or%i- 
natmg such gi-ief as the grief depicted in her 
feee ;— and a right of possession was marked in 
the pertinacity with which 'she laid her hand 
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upon Uiat fearful object, as though to protect it 
from Airther injury from the rode soldiers whose 
merrimeat echoed in her ears. It was — ^it could 
be none other than the idol of her youth, — ^the 
husband her heart had chosen, — the eldeBt-bom 
of the bereaved Felinski ! — 

The mangled remains of Konstanty, extricated 
from the ruins of the Zydowka's dwelling — (blown 
to atoms by a sudden and mysterious ex[Josi6n 
during the outrages of the preceding night) were 
indeed gathered there in preparation for their 
last alnding-place : and when Felinski vtunl; 
attempted to raise the linen from the defeatured 
corpse, he fonnd that gentle hands had forestalled 
the attempt ; — that Mineczka's faithful tenderness 
had exerted itself to sew the fatid winding sheet 
round the mangled body of her lover !^ 

" Disturb it not — disturb it not ! " — filtered 
the agonized girl, starting as with a sense of 
pain on beholding another touch than her own 
profane the dead. ""Ks all that an avenging 
God hath left me!"— 

" My sons, — my brave sons ! " — cried Felinski 
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with a broken voice, fixing his eyes apon the 
bed, while Michaelokski enfolding his heart- 
broken daughter in his arms vainly attempted 
to soothe her anguish. "One only question, 
one — one only — and I have done ! — ^They fell in 
opposing factions, — my young soldier — ^my patriot 
boy. — Fought they hand to hand — died they with 
the guilt of fratricide upon their souls ? " — ■ 

" Juliusz fell nobly and like a hero, defendmg 
sword in hand the liberties of his country," 
murmured the object of his faithful tenderness, 
pointing to the broken hilt of the Karabella that 
lay beside him. " A mysterious and less honoured 
fate awwted his brother. But, by the blessing 
of Heaven, no encounter chanced between them 
in the struggle." — 

"Enough!" said the old man; — "enough — 
enough ! " — And, kneeling down on his knees 
beside the couch, — while Michaelokski pressed 
his widowed daughter to his bosom and wept 
aloud, — ^he bowed his aged head on the clay-cold 
feet of Julinsz, and prayed that his spirit might 
be with God ! — The ruin of his house was indeed 
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(tomplete ! — But hia hair wbb gray, — and hw 
eyM dim ; — there was not much longer to abide 
its deflation ! — 

• • • * 

The aspect of the little town of Lubloyat, on 
the following day, was one of dread accompt to 
the originators of such widely extended e^l. The 
Ratnez blackened, de&ced, and in part destroyed, 
stood like a sepulchral monument in the de- 
serted Rynek. The windows of every house were 
broken ; — the stone fountain lay overthrown froni 
its base ; — and in many places the pavement 
was stained and clotted with blood. The bells 
of the church and convents were tolling for the 
burial of the dead ; the solemn Requiem of the 
" De Profiaidis" echoed through the streets; — 
in the suburb, where the Jewish factory had 
been converted into a lazaret for the wounded 
military, a heap of rains extended from the dwell- 
ing of Szmnhl towards the friary of the Zakon 
Jesuit6w ; — but the ignition of the ammanition 
therein deposited remained a mystery. Nepo- 
mucen Pula&ki, who alone conld have revealed 
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the secret of Doska's incsrceradon and frantic 
condition, was no more ; having been slaughtered 
in an attempt at escape. But even he kn«w not 
tiiat Ignacy'B daughter, concealed in the vault 
beneath the dwelling of the Zyd, and startled by 
tiie tram}4ing of numerous ibotateps which she 
imagined to be those of the Confederates of Lu- 
bionki — the Bssasnns of her Konstanty, — had« 
in the frenzy of the delusion, cast the light from 
Pulafski's lantern among the barrels, imrplving 
herself and her unsuspecting lover in one dread- 
ful Euid common destiny ! — 

And irom tbege evils, the arch origin of all, — 
the Jesuit, — ^had mantled to escape ! — Secure in 
the promises held out by the Czu^ryski or Poni- 
ato&ki faction, he was already on his road to 
Grodno ; and Count Gselenszki^ in publishing to 
the miserable remnant of the Confederation 
the proclamation of amnesty vouchsafed l^ the 
venerable Primate, was aware that the article 
respecting the delivery of the ringleaders was do 
loi^ier in their power of accomplishment. 

All parties in the state had motives of their 
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own for vishing this mysterioas ont-lmrst of dis- 
affection to be leniently vieited, and diBmiseed 
widioat an orer-careful scrutiny ; and all partiei 
in the district of LnbloySt were beguiled with 
hopes that a new order of things was at hand, 
and that the election of the venerable Branicki to 
the vacant throne would shortly tranquillize the 
discontents and appease the claims of Poland.— 
The serpent's head was crushed. — The bravest 
and boldest of the Confederation were in their 
graves; — and the most active and efficient ba- 
nished forth from the province. 

*' And I, even I, by my wayward interference 
with the laws of the land, have been the on- 
witting inciter of all these troubles 1'* — mused 
CoQitt Czelenszki; — when, having dismissed his 
idle train of foreign servitors and laid asi^e the 
visionary speculations of his youth, he hastened 
to take np his abode at Wodarodko. *' My means 
of fi»tane enable me indeed to build anew the 
breaches of Lnbloyst; — to create institations for 
the enlightenment of the district and the main- 
tenuice of good order among its population ; — for 
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henceforward I will reside among the people 
.whose labour is the soarce of my opulence, and 
whose best virtue, their glowing love of liber^, 
has hitherto been tinctured by the grossnesB of 
ignorance and superstition. Precept and example 
shall train them to better means of service to 
their country. — But who shall recal the past; — 
or bring back the dead to the homes I have 
rendered desolate ? — - The new Grodski pro- 
mises well for the consolation and care of the 
miasteczfco ; — but for the widow, — the orphan, — 
and above all, for the desolate hearths of Wra- 
niczko and Lublowicz, what avails his aid or 
mine ? — Years will pass ; — and the gap occasioned 
in the district by this waste of human life must 
yet be apparent in the land. And though brighter 
days are dawning for Poland, — and though the 
hope of iuture independence emanates even from 
the lawless flames of rebellion, ~- yet should 
the banner of the White Eagle soar anew in the 
sunshine, neither time nor tide nor change will 
avail to efTace from the memory of the people of 
Lutdoyst the image of the young hero whom 
i> 6 
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they lored, — (the hero vho should have lived 
to become & Uesging to his country!) — Btmck 
down in an obscure atro^le by a hand un- 
known; — or obliterate the fintal — fatal destisiee 

of the COKTEDBBATIOH OF LoBIOHKl I" — 



THE END. 
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THE FORTUNES OF STANISLAS. 



Lo ! Dknger, like an ague, sobtl; taialt 
ETen thcQ wb«0 wc At Ulj in the inn. 

iSBAKSPBdBE. 
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CHAPTER 



Who hath Tonnd 
Hli way to this forbidden gronnd ? 
lliew Isinu, and beds of Sowen, and ihade*t 
Of trellice-work in long arcades. 
And cirque and cretcent framed b^ trail 
Of cloie clipt foliagi^, rank and talL 
CoDTerginf; walks and fonntaini pif. 
And terracei in trioi array. 
And pine and ced&r, spreading wide 
Heir daricsome bougbs on either ^de. 

WOKOaWflKTIt, 



The brightDees of a clear summer moonlight 
fell full upon the rippling waters of the Gulph 
of Finland, and glittered upon the turrets and 
stately colonnades of the Imperial Palace of 
Oranienbaum, standitig in conspicuous majesty 
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on the rising shore. Although a heavy line of 
shadow was projected hy the bastiona of the 
adjoining fortress, yet so steady and Intense was 
the reflection of the moon on the gardens be- 
neath, that the flowers, instead of assuming the 
ghastly and spectral hue peculiar to moonlight 
scenery, were -dislinguiefaable in their bright va- 
rieties of bloom. 

All was clear and distinct as at noon-day. 
But the tinkling of the fomitidna was silent, 
the song of the birds hushed ; — ^no gaudy but- 
terfly or Bwarm of ephemeral insects hovered 
over those goi^eous flower-beds; — ^nor did the 
flapping wings of the sea-fowl, uprising from the 
adjoining marshes,, direct their heavy flight to- 
wards the lake of Lad<^. The measured tmmp 
of die sentinels, as they traversed with mechanical 
steps the base of a fl^ht of marble steps as- 
cending to the entrance of the palace, with an 
occasional challenge at the approach of coming 
footsteps, bore witness to the anxious vi^lance 
befitting the dead of night in the purlieus of (he 
courts of kings. 
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The illustrious inhabitant of the Palace of 
Oramenbaum, to whom this homage of watchful- 
ness was dedicated, would gladly, however, have 
dispensed with the ceremonial. A fiuthless wife, 
— a caballing Bubject, — Catherine, Grand Duchess 
of Holgtein, would have rejoiced to exchange the 
pride, pomp, and circumstance of emp^ state 
by which' she was surrounded more in espionage 
than respect, for such £reedom of word and action 
as might have facilitated her intercourse with 
the discontented courtiers of her kioewoman, 
the Empress Elizabeth ; or her interviews with 
the object of her lawless affections. The crown 
of Muscovy had been too often won and lost 
by the machinations of conspiracy and the rash 
daring of individuals, not to stimulate the restless 
craving of the Grand Duchess for that auspicious 
hour of Imperial ancnntment which would con- 
vert her from a slave into a sovereign ; — eman- 
cipating her at once from the despotism of 
Elizabeth, and the autiiority of her half imbecile 
husband. 

The lust of power and contempt of all morel 
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restraint which have since inscribed the mune of 
Catherine II. in the records of history as " the 
Semiramis of the North," bad, in &ct, already 
opened (he cabinet of the bride of the Duke of 
HoUtein to the councils of the diBaffected, and 
ber bondoir to the soothing wiuBpers of a foreign 
paramour. Although selected for purposes of 
secret policy l^ his kinsmen of the princely 
house of Czartoryeki to represent his native 
Republic at the Imperial Court, Stanislas Count 
Poniatofski, young, handsome, gay and brilliant, 
had soon lost sight of the objects of his mission 
amid that waste of luxury and barbaric splen- 
dour with which BestuchefiT and the artful 
courtiers of Elizabeth strove to distract her at- 
tention from the ruinous state of her finances, 
and the perplexity of her foreign alliances. In- 
different alike to the interests of the House of 
Saxony and the aspiring projects of his own 
family. Count Poniatofeki seemed anxious to 
reeign to his diplomatic competitors the tedious 
privileges and pretensions of their vocation ; — con- 
tent to shine in the brilliant festivals of Peterhof 
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M the moet accompliehed cavalier <^ the court ; 
to appear at the courses au traineau (performed 
by torch-light over the enow) as the attendant of 
the moet briUiant sledge and fairest lady ; to hear 
away the palm at ball and banquet, masque, and 
pageant, joust, and carrousel; to lead the Polo- 
naiae through the brilliant saloons of the winter 
palace, or dazzle the ears of the gorgeous beauties 
of St. Petersburg with Voltaire's lost epigram, or 
the brilliaut sallies of his fnend and ally, Sir 
Charles Hanbury Williams. 

Such were the ostensible objects of the 
young Pole. But the triumph of his vanity 
excited almost as much jealousy among the 
minions of EUzabeth, as the exercise of his am- 
bition might have created among his patrons at 
the court of Warsaw ; and the new Buke of Cour- 
land (Prince Charles of Saxony, son to the King 
of Poland) made no secret of his dissatis&ctiou 
at the popularity of.tbe aspiring diplomat. Al- 
ready was the fatal influence of Russia so ascen- 
dant over the destinies of Poland, that its two 
last sovereigns bad been avowedly indebted to the 
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mtr^eB of the Imperial Conrt for their election' 
to the throne; and on tiie protection of the neign- 
hig Emprees, Aagnatns III. still grounded his ex- 
pectations of rendering the crown of the Jagellona 
hereditary in the House of Saxony. Bnt a suspicion 
had recently arisen in the mind of Prince Charlte 
that, instead of forwarding these views of the 
king his master which he Was expressly dele- 
gated to uphold, Count Poniatofski wne in- 
tent on acquiring and engrossing the personal 
Cavour of Elisabeth and her ministers. He was 
aware that the citizens of the Republic were 
eager to secure the election of one of theii" 
own Magnats, — a Csartoryski, ->- a Branicki, 
-'—or n KadrivU, — to the throne of the great 
Sobieski ; — and it was by no means impossible 
that the Count who, previona to his diplomatic 
^ipointment and as the mere guest of the Briti^ 
Ambassador, had been admitted to the honour op 
a place at the table of the Empress, might hope 
to turn tile scale of Imperial influence in his own 
favour. 
■ The attention of the coteries of Warsaw had 
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long been directed towards the deedniei oi Sta- 
nislas Poniato&ld. At the period of the young 
Count's appoiatment and departure from Poland; 
a trivial circumstance, magnified into importance 
by the mysticism prevalent at the Saxon Court,' 
had produced considerable excitement among the 
Polish aristocracy. It happened that in the 
ceremonial of his investment with the national 
order of the White Eagle, the star aji^ropriated 
to sovereigns (bearing the device ♦* Pro fide, 
grege, l^e," instead of " Pro fide, rege, l^e," 
as worn by the knights,) was accidentally 'be^ 
stowed upon the yoang Envoy ; — tmd although, 
on discovering the error, the insignia were re- 
demanded by Count Briihl, the Chancellor of the 
order, the occurrence was regarded by the family 
of Augustus, as one of evil omen ; and of moBt 
euspitnons augury by the honseB of Poniatoiski 
and Czartoryski. 

But even if uninfiuenced by this coincidence, 
the favour with which Stanislas wtW openly pro- 
tected by the Orand Duchess of Holstein, wife 
to the heir-presumptive, on whom the future 
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fbrtimes of Poland and of Mb own family wer« 
likely to depend, wae well calculated to proroke 
the BuspicionB of the Duke of Courland. Cathe- 
rine, it is true, was no favourite with tie Em- 
press. Certain sympathies of diepoution had 
opened the eyes of Elizabeth to her love tif 
power and pleasure. It was her will and policy 
that the heir to the throne and his young 
Duchess should mingle but sparingly in the 
diverdons of the capital ; — ^while the existence 
of Prince Itsu, grandson to Peter the Great, was 
prolonged in miserable imprisonment, only to 
render the Duke of Holstein and his wife more 
tuiserably dependent on her caprices. Personal 
jealousy also, — -jealousy of the youthfal beatt^ of 
Catherine, — was supposed to have its share in 
her Imperial Majesty's disinchnation to admit 
Duke and Duchess to the participation in the 
splendid festivitieB of Peterhoff; and the iur 
complexion and graceful person of the young 
Germ&n were said to be as unacceptable to the 
eyes of the infirm and bloated BmpresB, as the 
masculine eneipes of her hold but intr^ing 
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spirit to' Kazamofski and hia satellHeB. But 
although the life of the fature Emperor and hb 
bride was one of comparative aeclusion, there 
were certain state occautms, — such as the galas 
held on the Imperial birth-da;, — whea the osten- 
tatiouB vanity of Elisabeth overcame even her 
antipathies ; — when the satisfaction of seeing the 
inheritors of her power humbly kneeling at her 
foot-stool arrayed in the splendours vouchsafed 
by her heartless munificence, induced her to pa- 
rade the homage of the Duke and Duchess of 
Holstein in presence of the Boyare of her Coart. 
To know that her foot was upon the neck of those 
whom a word of her lips mi^t elevate to the 
glories of autocracy or plunge into the depths of 
a dungeon, consoled her for the spectacle of the 
resplendent fairness and striking dignity of her 
nephew's bride !^-. 

It was on one of these occasions, — (a goigeous 
birth-night ball, which assembled in the illu- 
minated halls of tlLe winter palace of St. Peters- ' 
burg the diplomatic representatives of every 
nation of Europe, and the goi^eous envoys of 
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various Asiatic princes to vie with the adulatiou 
of the hftttf^hty hut abject Boyars of Muaoovy,) 
that Catherine, attended by her kdy in waiting 
and iiiTourite nuud of hooour,-^the PrincesseB 
DaszkofF and Axinia Dolgomcki, — appefired on an 
espedal invitation from Elizabeth in the courtly 
throng. Wearied l^ the subjection to which she 
was condemned, or piqued perhaps by the sar- 
casms with which the rumours of court malice 
assured her that Prince Charles <^ Sa^o^y and 
others we^ in the habit of gratifying the Empreqs 
at h^ expense, the Gran^ Duchess resolved for 
once to lay aside hier usual poli(^, and brave all 
hazards of exasperating the superannoated co- 
quette. Instead of conforming to the tasteless 
costume of the day, with its formalities of hoop 
and powder, or to the national uniform habitually 
worn by Elizabeth, the Grand Dnchess entered 
the ball-room arrayed in a flowing robe of pearly 
satin ; her auburn hair falling in natural curls 
on her shoulders; — her head encircled by a 
wreath of diamonds, the marriage gift of her 
mother the Princess of Anhalt-Zerbst ; and her 
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white draperies looped up by a solitaire of matcli- 
lesB beaut))', a present from tbe Empresr. 

A general mnrmur of admiiatioQ arose 
among tbe brilliant aasembl^e, as the Grand 
Chamberlain formally preceded her Highness 
towards the throne under which Elizabeth w«s 
seated ; and it was doabtfiil only whether the bi- 
voluntary exclamations of delight thus infring- 
ing all rules of courtly etiquette (as the Duchese, 
assuming the respectful demeanour of a subject, 
advanced towards the throne, through a crowd 
of uniforms and robes of silver and gold) — 
were lavished exclusively on the dignified Cathe- 
rine, or shared by the trembling, blushing Axinia, 
who was compelled to. follow bearing the train of 
her mbtresB. 

Even the Grand Duchess, dauntless as she 
was, seemed for a moment fluttered by the wither- 
ing sneer with which Elizabeth, haTing received 
her compliments bad her arise from her knees, 
— and found tbe attention of the circle en- 
grossed by her singular costume; — ;the men all 
terror lest their admiration, becoming dan- 
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geroualf apparent, should draw opos them the 
destiuy of the exiled SoltJkof. — 

" You are come here. Madam, I coudude to 
dance !" e^d the Empress with a sarcastic glaooe 
at her dress. *'We have been accosfauned to aw 
the baladins and mimes of our French ballet 
altered in a manner equally characteristic. Yoar 
Highness will oblige me by opening the baU- 
Prince Schuvaloff !" she continued addressing the 
Chamberlun, whose gold,en k^ trembled under 
the asperity of the Imperial Irown, — " A minuet 
r the DuchesH of Holstein!" — 

At any other time, the -raia and self-possessed 
' Catherine would have gloried in the prospect of 
an exhibition calcqlated to fix the eyes of the 
whole court upon her person ; — for she . danced 
with dignity and grace, and was pre-assi^d of 
the suffrage of the spectators. But standing 
there, a mark for the scorn of the scomer, a 
woman, nnsnpported by the esteem of her hus- 
band, a Pmcess, defraaded of the commtm 
privileges of her rank, — she had the mortificatiott 
of perceiving by the ironical waive of the Duke of 



vj by Google 



HABIEHONT. 289 

Coarltind's brad in reply to a whisper fVotn the 
Grand Chamberlain, that be who, by precedence 
of rank ought to have been her partner, peremp- 
torily declined the honour. The indignity brought 
tears of wounded pride into her eyes ; — her colour 
went and came ; — end the panting of her bosom 
wan perceptible, even through her diamond £one. 
But thb perturbation was more propitious to her 
cause than she was aware of. Amid that display 
of feminine emotion, her delicate loreliness he- 
OBUie a thousand times more lovely; and the 
minions of the Empress were more vexed than 
8uq)rised "when, after -a moment's conference with 
the Grand Chamberlain, Count Poniatofski the 
new representative of Poland stepped forward, 
and (with a graceful and reverential obeisance 
to the young Princess, worthy the grandson of 
Princess Czartoiyska and the disciple of Sir 
Charles Hanbury Williams,) took the hand of the 
trembling Duchess, to lead her to the centre 
of a space left open before the Imperial throne. 
ilaTing again bowed hmnUy to his illustrious 

- VOL. II. o 
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partner, the orchestra, accepting the signal, 
poured finlli its BpuitrS&niDg straioi. — 

^y^itli the eyes of the vindictive Empress and 
fonr hundred jealous courtiers fixed upon their 
movementB, it is not to be supposed tjiatthe young, 
coaple, whoee beau^ of person, grace of defwrt- ' 
meat and splendour of attire were worthy soma 
fairy prince and princess of romance, found a 
Eongle moment .for a word of commonicationr 
But when, in the concluding movememt <^ the 
minuet, they approached each other for the 
parting salutation, Catherine contrived to poor 
the efliilgence of her bright blue eyes fiill upon 
her gallant cavalier. The tears of her moiw 
tificatioD, scarcely yet dry upon those silkea 
lashes, . tended to impart a sweeter and more 
womanly expression to the smile of grateful ad- 
miration with which she strove to repay his dii- 
valrous devotion. The young Duchess was fully 
able to appreciate the moral courage and self-sa- 
crifice which had braved, in her favour, the malig- 
nant spirit of her Imperial kinswoman ; and if 
ever "the passing glance of woman's eye succeeded 
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- iQ rerealing the ferrour of wakening lympath^, it 
was that which caused the heart of Poniatafeki ' 
to beat and. his hand to tremble, «B.,he.re- 
Terraitially uncovered his head at. the conclu- 
sioa of the minuet, to lead his Bccc»n{>]iBhed' 
partoer to her place at the right hand of the 
thrpne. 

From that hour hie destinies were detsded. 
— ^Whether the heraldic blunder touching the 
star of the W^te Bagle or the momentous mi- 
nuet had greater share in his eventual elevation 
to the throne of Poland, Moore or Matthew Lans-* 
berg, or some other cunning expositor of celestial 
influences, must determine. But nothing coidd be 
more evident to the Court and cobrtiers than that 
his sudden bat daily increa^ug favour with the 
grand Duchess of Holstein, arose from the mi- 
nted movement which first pointed out his fine 
- person and elegant address to her attention ; and 
that the aversion of the Duke of Courland was 
augmented in a proportionate degree. Uis offi- 
■cioua zeal was even supposed to have directed the 
notice of Elizabeth to the growing teodemees of 
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the imprudent lorers; Trhile others nsaerted 
tbst, following a more direct courBe, he hind 
communicated ' at once to his royal &ther 
his mspiciom that the Wanzarian Envoy 
was making interest with the fiitare £m- 
prMB in eapport of ambitiona projects fatal 
to thoae of the house of Saxony. But the 
result was manifest to all, in the speedy ap- 
pointment of a Boocessor to bis diplomatic 
honours'. — 

If gratitude had originally softened the heart 
of the Grand Puchese towards Stanislas Ponia- 
tt^ki, the rashness of unbridled pasuon now 
induced her to humble herself before her potent 
enemy, the Duke of Courland. — Kushing to the 
palace of the Saxon Prince, she threw herself at 
bis feet, beseeching his intercession with the 
Empress and his mediation with Augustus. — But 
the more es^r her supplications, the stronger 
grew the resolve of Conrland to remove her 
dangerous paramour. Trusting to the muta- 
bility of a woman's, — a fallen woman's [wedilel^- 
li<His, — he entertained little doabt that Count Po- 
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niatofeki at Warsaw or Dresden would be super- 
seded in her tenderness by Count Somebqdy -else 
at St. Petersboi^; and coldly but courteously 

.announcing that the councils of his royal fa- 
ther were inflexible, and that her pr6t%^ must 
hold himself in readiness, for instant departure 
as bearer of despatches to the King of Poland, 
Catherine had only to repent her fruiUees self- 

' hamiliation. Turning the tears in her eyes 
" to sparks of fire," she registered a tow within 
her heart of hearts that, when her day of tri- 
umph should come, the fortunes of Poniatof- 
8ki,^of Stanislas, — of the beloved, — should 
rise upon the ruins of the humbled House of 
Saxony I — 

It had been so bright, bo transient a dream ! 
— From the hour which surrendered her whole 
soul to the handeoibe and accomplished Polander 
as to the Champion of her wounded pride, till 
now that he was about to be torn for ever from 
her Eoght, she had not allowed herself one mo- 
ment's pause for deliberation ! — It was she whose 
smiles, — whose gracious smiles, and still more 
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gradons tean, — had rerealed to him the secret 
of her growing attachment : — it weA ike (for whet 
man without such encouragemeht Tcntures to 
pro&ne the consecrated shrine of a wedded heart, 
imperial, royal, gentle, or dmple ?) who inn- 
nuated that he might approadi nearer, withont 
fear of repulse ; — it was she, — (shame to her 
as a woman and a wife!) — who bestowed the 
key, — taught the watchword, — and bribed the 
guards and ushere, — to secure from detection his 
secret Tistts to the palace of Oranieabaam. Nay, 
it was ereo whi^>ered among the coteries of the 
city that, iii the madness of her infatuation, Ca- 
therine had one night quitted her husband's pa- 
lace, alone, unattended, in the depth of winter, 
to accomplish aa asagnation with Stanislas, at 
the hotel of the profligate British Ambassador.* 
The Duke of Holstein, meanwhile, despising, 
detesting or dreading his wife, opposed no ob- 
stacle to the arrangements of the Grand Ducal 
household. Provided he were permitted to enj(^ 
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aninoleeted bit reviews of his Holst^n guards, 
the cajnpKDj of his &.TOuiite hayducks abd of his 
mistress, Elisaveta Woronzoff, — it was a matter 
of indifference to him what ambadsador the Court 
of Poland saw -fit to appoint to that of his Impe- 
rial and most imperious Aunt ; — or what cavaliers 
die yomig Duchess, — or Princess Daszkoff, — or 
the beautiful Axinia Dolgomcki, — choee to ad- 
mit to their- evening circle. He h&d heard it ru- 
moured among the Jagers end Prussian Serjeants 
with whom he loved to consort, that a foreign 
officer had been seen to obtain undae access to 
the palace, and even to the wing inhabited by the 
Grand Duchess, at nnbecooiing hours, in an 
unbecoming manner. But his sole reply to the 
commimicatton consisted in a chuckling idiotic 
laugh, — bB if he enjoyed the jest raised at his 
own expense. — 

'.'Take no notice!" whispered he to an offi- 
cious Jager, who chose to reiterate the intelli- 
gence. " Let the Mockhead come and go : 
— 'tis, clearly, no business of yours or mine !" — 
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It ytM Bccordingly BOrmised among tbe infe- 
rior officers of the eetsUiahment that his Hi^neBS 
attribated the fiirtire vmts of the Polish Envoy, 
to a liaison with one of the ladies of the Duchess's 
suite. Under the reign of the merciful Elizabeth 
who, on her accession to the throne, had abo- 
liebed capital punishments, the public flagella- 
tion of the Knout was administered for real or 
imaginary offences to the fairest and noblest 
ladies of the Court ; and so much mystery 
was observed in affairs of love or gallantry, 
that it ai^ed no especial blindness on the 
part of Peter to infer that the Ambassador of 
Poland was induced to steal through the gardens 
of Oranienbaum at midnight in defiance of rain, 
snow, or thunder-storm, to tender his homage 
to one of the lovely attendants of the future 
Emprera. — 

There were five of them ; — all young ; — 
all beautiful ; — and we have consequently no- 
thing but the fact to prove that it was Catherine 
herself who, on the occasion already described, 
unclosed the secret door on the signal of Po- 
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uiatoieki'e approach ; — and who claBped her 
hands ' in agony, a« the moonlight - streamed 
upon the agitated &ce of her lover, on the fetal 
n^t preceding hie final d^»trture from St. 
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With nun; a Ungerin; look tlie; lure 

The tpot of ^mltf gUdnos put. 
And, though the; hope and tow, tbey grieve 

To know thU pHling U the taut 1 
Hie fiequent ugb, the hnig ciabnce. 
Yet bindi them to their tiyiting place : 
But it U coine< — and thej moit part. 
In fearful heavineaB of heart, 
With all the deep and ihndderinB chill, 
Tlat fcdknra fait the deeda of 01 ! 



Thb last fitrewell <tf the guilty pair already 
hovered on their hps. Already the Grand 
Duchess had appended by a costly chain to the 
ne<^ of StaniBlas her miniature set in brilli- 
ants, ornamented with a tresa of her beaatiial 
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aubam hair. Still, he lingered and lingered : 
— 8tiU Catherine, oremhelmed by their approach- 
ing BeparatioQ, indulged in floods of bitter tears ; 
wringing her hands in despair, and exclaiming 
that her enemieg -were Tictorious, — that she waa 
about to lose her first and onljr firiend I 

"They shall rue it!" — she cried, suddenly 
drying' her cheeks, and rising with Tehemence 
from the got^eous Sofa on which she had been 
reclining. " My day of triumph will come : — 
I know it,^I feel it ! — Nature would not have 
put this energetic ' spirit into my bosom for other 
than mighty purposes. The tiara of the Tzars 
shall shine upon my brows as it never yet shone 
OB those of the barbarous princes of Muscovy. 
Distant nations shall admit its supremacy ; and 
from the Baltic to the Caspian, the exulting 
Boyars of Russia shall know what it is to live 
under the rule of a sov^eign who would be 
feared as well as loved. The acclamations of new 
provinces -Bud conquered kingdoms shall be heard 
in honour of Catherine : — commercial cities shall 
arise to adorn her empire ; — and' the prosperity 
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of an unDuDibered population accredit tlte wisdom' 
of her goveniment. But it is not thtie alone will 
r^oiee her soul and compensate her early priva- 
tioae. No i — Stanislas, no ! — In the day of my 
triumjih, m the day of my pride, I shall bend my 
ear amid the peeaos of my people, . to -the feeble 
wailing of the crushed and ruined House of 
Saxony. So surely as I lire and breathe, — so 
surely as I now daep your hand within my own, 
— Charles of CouHand shall grovel in the dust 
at my feet; and you, even you, ascend the throne 
mi^vemed by his &ther. — My picture hangs 
upon your bosom, Stanislas, — ^the- picture of a 
Princess who has loved and been beloved as a 
woman, in extinction of all baniers of rank or 
duty placed by fate between our hearts ; — and 
by that pledge of tenderest confidence, I awear 
to you that Stanislas Poniatofski and none other 
shall rdgn in Poland, when Catherine — as the 
wife or widow of a Tzar,— -ascends the Imperial 
throne ! — My word and faith upon the promise I " 
And seizing a pen from the golden standish 1^ 
her nde, she hastily traced on a slip of paper a 
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solemn confirmatioii of her declarations, which 
ehe delivered folded into the hands of the startled 



The height«ied colour sufTuEong her cheek, 
araos, neck, — the glance of enei^ amounting 
aknost to inspiration in her eyes, — attested the 
BiQceiil^ of her soul ; and Stailislas, kneeling 
at her feet, imprinted alternately a kiss of 
gratitude upon the fair hand extended towards 
him, and upon the effigy of its illoBtrious pos- 
sessor, which he drew forth anew from his bo- 
som to d^tosit in the golden case a record of 
lur TOW. But his air, attitude and tone, were 
those of the successful courtier rather than of 
the impassioned lover; and policy, not tender- 
ness, su^ested the fluent expressions of his 
gratitude. Even amid the endearments lavished 
upon him by Catherine, his eye waudered 
restlessly around, and his ear was on the watch 
for some distant sound. It could not be Jear 
Utat distracted his mind at such a crisis; — 
for Poniatofski had preserved throughout the 
enervation of a court existence the dauntless and 
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characteristic braveiy of his race and conntry. 
It could not be dread of detection in his inter- 
couree witli the wife of the Duke of Hdatein ; 
for twelve months of unmolested security left 
them nothing to apprehend. No ! — it was that 
the heart was wanting in his goilty homage to 
the fdtnre Empress; — that he had worshipped 
her as a shrine whence the fevours tX fortune 
might be dispensed, not cherished her as tlie 
object of a true and ferveut affection. He was 
not indifferent, — ^he did not despise the partner 
of his illicit pleasures : — as a gallant of the Wil- 
liams' school he was gratified by her preference, 
or perhaps as a man of chivalrous feelings appre- 
ciating the extent of the sacrifice made in his 
favour, vraa even grateful for her love. But no 
tears arose in his eyes; — no tremoloos emotion 
suspended the utterance of his gratitude ; — the 
heart — the heart was wanting ! — Rarely are 
sighs of fond and intimate regard breathed be- 
neath a roof whose gilded fretwork casts its 
brilliant reflections on glowing tapestry and 
draperies of rich brocade, such as the chamber 
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where the Duchess of Uolatein received the part- 
ing, hom&ge of her friend. Love (like certain 
Sowers that refuse to blosBom within the walls 
<tE duet,) delights in the free air, — the suQ- 
diine or the shade. A legitimate child of nature, 
it languishes at a distance &om the iqatemal 
bosom I — 

Nor eotdd Catherine, the shrewdest and moat 
penetrating of human beings, fail to notice the 
abstraction betrayed by the Count ; and onder any 
other circumstance, she would have traced it to 
its true origin. But women who renounce the 
virtues of their sex seem to be retributively bereft 
of its instincts ; and the votary, of ambition and 
licentioni pleasures read only in the anxious coun- 
tenance of Poniato&ki his sympathy in her de- 
nunciation of vengeance against the House of 
Saxony, and grief that the hour of parting was 
at hand. — For once, the jealousy of female nature 
was overpowered by the still louder suggestjons of 
the intrigante. Nay ! so complete was her illusion, 
that the was the first to ni^ bis departure, — 
to unclose the secret door, — to place in his hand 
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the puree of roubles prepared to requite the 
ulence of the Bemtinels on duty ; — and,- as she 
drew aside the damask, draperies of the -window 
of her ' chamber, to watch the distant form i^ 
Stanislas stealing along the gardens in the shade 
of its commanding ramparts,— -while an occasioiial 
gleam of moonlight fell upon those ornaments of. , 
hie nniibrm which not eren his pelisse of sahles 
could wholly conceal, — she hastily daahcid away 
her tears, lest she should lose eight .of that be- 
loved object one moment before the projecting 
huttrees of the last platform shut him out for 
ever. 

. , " He is gone,— and I am alone in the world !" 
— was the involuntary exclam&tion of the Duchess, 
as she buried her dishevelled head in the golden 
cushions of her goi^eous canopy; " but those who 
have msde me lonely shall rue the deed ; — ay ! — 
even unto death, — even unto desolation ! " — 

Far different were the emotions with which 
Stanislas, — emei^ng from the perfumed and 
stifling atmosphere of ihe illuminated chambers 
of the palace, — h&iled the fresh breezes of night 
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as they &med his flashed and beating brows. 
A seDBatioD of relief, — of releaee from a fitlee and 
unnatural poation, — already gladdened the poises 
of his heart. Catfaeiine had pledged herself to 
the peribnnance of more thaji all he had ever 
Tentured to antiiMpate from her influent ; and 
his career of splendid serntnde was at an end. 
Having attained the spot, the well-known spot, 
whmv the apartments of the Grand Duchess 
would he hidden from his view, he turned sudi- 
denly; and as she had fondly antidpated, paused 
to flz a farewell gaze upon its stately walls, and 
to inhale for the last time the love-breathing 
fragrance of its delicious gardens. But however 
exact in her calculations of the movements of 
the Count, her interpretation of bis motives was 
utterly fidlacious. Catherine had already sobuded 
in his memory into the gracious princess, the 
munificent protectress ; and the fair face that 
hovered before his eyes as he leant far a moment 
upon the bronze railing of the marble steps, and 
involuntarily nosed his right arm to the sky as if 
in attestation of .an janattered vow, or enforcement 
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of a secret beaiediotion,— was that of another! 
younger, lovelier, brighter, better, purer, — the 
Doble coDntenance of Axmia Solgonicki; — ^The 
habitat and confidential attendant of the Gnnd 
Ducheas, her mild and modest bearing had cap* 
tivated hie esteem almost ae much - as the b^ 
witching beauty of her face and figure commanded 
his admiration ; and although the delight with 
which her presence filled his bosom ^ras prevented, 
hy bis peculiar position, from ripening into the 
glovii^ impulses of love, Stanislas was frequently 
moved to consider with regret the ties by which 
he was restrained from advancing open preten- 
sione to her &Tour. 

These sentiments, heightened by a thousand 
reminiscenceB eonneoted with the scene, a^ra^ 
vat«d the mournful conviction that he should 
behold her no more; and turning hastily from 
the spot, he was about to accelerate his footsteps 
in passing the remaining precincts of the Imperial 
gardens, when he suddenly stumbled agaiast some 
darit heavy object, placed in his path evidently 
for the purpose of obstruction. 
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*■' Plague of Hearen ! — ^what is here-!" — eja- 
xmlatedPoniato&ki, irresiBtibly breaking the Bilence 
w repeatedly eajoined by the Grand Suuhen 
during his trantdt of the gardens. — "Clo to ! — 
this is neither a spot nor an hour for mnmmery T' 
he continued, as the ball which he kicked before 
before him suddenly nnrolled itself to take the 
distorted shape of a little Kalmuck dwarf, a pri- 
tileged javonrite attached to' the Grand Ducal 
household of Oranienbaum. 

• " Your EzceUency follows the Court &shion 
of trampling upon the lowly and meek," replied 
the harsh croaking voice of Chedum. " Is it my 
fault if I am set here by her Highness's gardenef , 
to watch for the knavish poachers who nightly 
parloin the golden carp firom the fountuns, and 
trample down the blossoms of his parterres ?" — 

"Tis false!" said Stanislas angrily; for al- 
ready he was aware that the crafty dwarf had 
penetrated the whole secret of bis connection 
with the Grand Dnch^, and apprehended that 
his tongue was to be kept from wagging only by 
a padlock of gold. " Thou art here, Sirrah, on 
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thine own eaves - dropping errand ; gatharing 
lying edioes of Court scandal, to make mirdi for 
the Guard-room or profit for thy iwmmeree <^ 
calumniee. Away dog! or I will pitch thee 
yonder into the lotus-tank, to rot among thy 
kindred reptileB." 

" Courteous lord! " grated the voice of Ched- 
zim, " I cannot but muae how the gentle damee 
of Warsaw will .admire the graces of speech and 
gesture acquired by bis Excelleni^ the ftithM 
minister of the princes of Saxony at our Mqs- 
covite court!" — And while uttering this Wtter 
taunt, he gradually advanced and attempted to 
draw the Count by his pelisse towards a small 
door in the stone wall th^ were skirting, which 
flew open on their approach. The dwarf even 
attempted to force his companion into a small 
inner-garden adjoining the bastions which Stanislas 
knew to be devoted to. the use of the Grand 
Duke ; but, drawing his sword with one hand, 
and with the other seizing the insignificant abor- 
tion of humanity by which he was molested, be 
mingled threats of summary justice witb an 
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accueation of treaeon. A moment'a reflectioo oa 
the less than notbingnees of the uofortanate 
creature writhing in his grasp prompted Ponia- 
tofeki to relax hie hold, end content huneelf 
wiA flin^g bis pigmy adversary at some dis- 
tance among the flower-beds ; and a rapid glance 
on the email garden, on whose threshold they 
stood, having conTinced him that no enemy larked 
within, he was disposed to listen with indulgence, 
when Chedzim, shaking himself like a dog and 
stretching his diminntiTe limbs to the utmost as 
if to ascertain that they were nnfractared by his 
foil, — once more approached. 

"The sword of Goliath drawn upon poor 
^edzim!" — cried be, with a sort of ironical 
laugh. " Chedzim, who might be easily impaled 
on the golden pin of a certain Count's regal star 
of the White Eagle, concerning which so many 
biting jests are prevalent at Court. — Well ! — ^laud 
we our ovrn creduhty, that expected better thanks 
at the hands of an ungrateful cavalier, tbr our 
zeal in conducting him to a rendezvous with the 
fairest lady of the Court. The Chevalier WilUama 
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would hare requited me with' a pocch full of 
guineas for tlie mere promise of such a service t — 
But the partiag kiss of the Duke of Holstein's 
wife has turued the brain of onr gaUant' of the 
Vistula I " 

The insinoation thus thrown ont by the Tatar 
had at least the effftt of suspending furthei' chas- 
tisement of his insolence. Pomatofeki, in the 
prime ot youth and heyday of imprudence, was 
not yet bo paralyzed by the torporific ' influence of 
his mercenary ambition, as to remain insensible 
to the expressions uttwed by Chedzim. Hastily 
overstepping the threshold of the little garden, 
where ixAt and bar were instantly drawn behind 
him by the dwarf, he found himself in a walled 
garden ;, ornamented on one side by «xtensive 
aviaries connected with a paviJion, the &vourite 
resort of the moping, desolate Duke of Hol- 
stein. AH was still. - The birds slept upon their 
perches ; the moon-light streamed refulgently 
through the glass roofing trpon the lavish blos- 
soms of the beautifiil exotics gathered in varie- 
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gated j^rnunids beoeath. The cnuhed leaves of 
the hede of 9weet baeil, intereectiiig the turfea 
alley he vas traTersing, seemed to reinvigorate 
his shattered nerres; and on reaching a sun- 
dial of white marble . gracing the eztremitj of the 
path, he turned suddenly towards Cbedzim, and 
in a milder voice interrogated him touching the 
mysterious olject of his mission. 

' ' She is there ! "— ;;-whispered the dwarf, creep- 
ing towards the Count, and lowering his own 
hareh voice, as if in deferelice to the presence of 
some venerated personage; and following the 
direction implied by his extended fore-finger. 
Count Poniatofski perceived a muffled female 
figure, seated on a low stone seat placed against 
the wall to command a view of the whole garden. 

The heart of Stanislas beat quick ! Was it a 
stratagem of his enemies, — an ambuscade of the 
Duke of Holstein ?-t-No ! another moment sufficed 
to convince him that he had no enemies, — no 
evil to fear. On his approach, the figure rose, 
and slowly advanced to greet him ; and the pale 
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face revealed to his woadering admiration, when 
she drew aside her hood and stood before hm]^ 
cold, earnest, and epeecUeae, in the moon-light, 
— ^was that of Axinia Dolgorocki '.-~ 
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MjT. 1 prajr thee do not spedi 

About my fsthen or th^ hod. 
Sttr. Yet on 

Hon ipeakett of them ? 
JVjrr. True I For conitut tboaght 

Will overflow in wordi nncoDtdoiuly. 

But when ukOthsr namea tlieir luine, it mniDdB me. 
Sar. Hot theo to lare thee u thou layit I Explain. 
MgT. By teaching thM to wre thyielf, and not 

ThjaelF alone, bat thote rut realmi, from all 

The rage of that wont wbt, — the war of brethraa. 

SAMDdyAPALVt. 



Thb first impulBe of Poniatofski was to fall at 
the feet of the lovely being diatiDgiuBbing; him 
by Bo especial a mark of confidence. — 

"Nay, kneel not!" Mtered a sweet and 
TOL. n. P 
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well - known voice. " You may find that yon 
have little cause for thanks ! — Rise, Count; — I do 
bat pause to gather breath and courage ! " — and 
with heatating utterance and her band pressed 
heavily on her bosom, she stood for a moment as 
if struggling with her emotions and striving to re- 
assume her self-poBseseion, — Poniatofeki attempt- 
ed to take her hand, in the hope of calming her 
agitation; but, repelling the attempt, she stept 
back a few paces towards the stone' bench, and 
motioned to him to take his Seat bedde her. Thej 
were now almost alone ; — for the dwarf had re- 
tired to the brink of one of the tanks, and lay 
coiled up, urchin-like, on the ground, within sight 
though not within bearing. — ~ 

" By what nlimcle, — what blessed miracle, — 
do I see you here V whispered Stanislas at Ie[^;th, 
perceiving that his lovely companion was over- 
powered with embarrassment. 

"By no miracle," replied Axinia, in a calmer 
voice, BB the boliueBS of her purpose gradually 
surmounted and subdued the tremor of her frame. 
" I am here of my own free choice, my own 
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deliberate will,— ito spe^ a few words to tlie p&- 
r&mour of tlie Duchesa of Holstein ere lie depart 
for that native country where hereafter he is de- 
stined to reign, an anointed king." — 

" HuBh !" — cried Poniatoiski, half starting from 
hie seat, " Would you hetray me? — Is this a spot 
for Budi accusal ?-rWe inay be overheard ! "-— 

. " Fear nothing!" sfdd Axinia, pointing anew 
to his Beat. "These high walls abut against the 
moat <tf the fortress. — ^The place is watched. No 
•listeners or spies loiter near. Yon, my lord, you 
who for a year's long space have weekly — nay 
^most nightly traversed these gardens, are you 
yet to learn bow Be(»irely their avenues are 
^guarded by the creatures of the Grand Duchess ? — 
Yoii start ! — ^yon tremble to find another so well 
versod in your moTements !•— Again I say, fear 
nothing. — ^You have neither enemy nor betrayal 
to dread, save from your own rash weakuera." — 

" Judge of my conduct as you will !" replied 
Stanislas, irritated by the tone of lofty contempt 
aasiuned towards bim by hia lovely companion, 
*' but venture not to decide on its motives unless 
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yon are disposed to fairer interpretation.— My 
concern, — my — my mortitication on finding my 
own proceedings and those of another, (another 
who should be sacred from yonr reproaches,) ex- 
posed to these harsh allusions, most not be con- 
strued into the vile terrors of a poltroon." — 

*' Count Poniatofski might know himself se- 
cure frmn imputation on his personal course," re- 
torted his companion, *' even without the prowess 
recently exhibited in drawing his weapon on a 
lady's page. Bat no matter! — Resent as yon 
will my freedom of speech, you must bear it. At 
day-break, you quit this country : — at day-break, 
that faithful emissary who, having pledged him- 
self to Augnstos to support the Saxon interest 
and to the Czartoryski to uphold his views on the 
succession, has obtained for hinuelf, in gueril<Hi 
of a criminal attachment, those pledges he under^ 
took to secure for the son of his sovereign — will 
quit this place for ever." — 

"This is too much!" cried Poniatofski. — 
"Is it more or' less than truth?"' — said 
Axinia. " No ! my lord, — I am not deceived 1 1, 
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who fipwm the hour of yoar arrival at St. Pe- 
tereburg, ba7«. watched jroar flrery word, look, 
thought, action,-!-/ cannot be. misled. Take heed 
that others may not hare been equally pene- 
trating. " — . 

Somewliat soothed by this tacit avowal of a 
partial interest in his finTotir, Ponlatofski was 
aboat to enter into a vindication of himself; when 
in a lower voice his companion resumed her 
warning; — 

*' My lord — my lord — " said she, " thank hea- 
ven which has better care of you than you de- 
serve,- that this recal, so nnwelAome to yoiu^elf 
and the Grand Duchees, has saved yon from a 
darker cast of fortune. The eyes of Charles of 
Courland, her enemy and yours,' have loi^ been 
fised upon your proceedings. Trdtor as he is, 
jfouhayejiotbeenless treacherous; andifhehave 
nefraioed from nrtTnaHlting to the Empress the 
secret of Jour connexion with her niece, it was 
bbtttwt in acensing you of views on the succee- 
eiwctf Pbland, he feared a premature disclteare 
of his own. — Bestucheff, the confederate of your. 
F 3 
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plans b thiq Dig^t arrested and on hU way to 
Siberia; and although your fiinctions ae amba»- 
eador may preserve you from any orert act <^ 
violence, believe me, oa the faith of ooe who has 
your interests warmly at heart, the slighted im- 
pradeoce may yet be fotal. Attempt on ywiT 
return to Warsaw the most seeming-safe eom- 
munication with this place, and yonr correspon' 
dencewill ftill into tbe hands of Courland's emis- 
saries. The wife of the heir-apparent will be 
plnnged into the dongeons of SchliiBselbnrg ; — 
and for yourself " 

" For myself, —a free-bom atizen and sol- 
dier, I have little to dread front tfae Prinees of 
Saxony. But for her — I thank yon for this 
timely warning." 

" Enough ! — Of her it befits us to speak no 
farflter ; — to you alone I still address a word (rf 
pretQonilion. The vi^ance of Courland has al- 
ready betrayed you to the Court of WwBaw. 
During the king's life, you are scarcely safe in 
his dominions ; and tho' the picture, — the picture 
of tjie Duke of Holsteiu's wife, which now glit- 
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ten in yoar bosom, — may seem a sufficicint 
pledge for the BCCompliBhrneiit of your hopes "— 

" Heaven and earth ! " ejaculated the Count, 
• — " has nothing escaped yoa 1 " — 

" Can yoa," continued his auditreas, un> 
mindful of the interFuption, — "can yon -r^- do 
you — ^piB your faith on the firmnew of purpose 
of a paMion-govemed woman ; who would be 
moved by a single stripe, a single threat, a sin- 
gle frown of the Empress, to betray you j— or 
by a nngle smile from a newer lover, — to betray 
herself ?"— 

" Ungenerously ui^ed ! " cried the Count, 
with indignation. " Catherine — (may I be for- 
given Bueh free use of her illustrious name!) — 
has a firm and resolute soul ; true to her friends, 
and Lodulgent^to her followers." — 

" Time will put your confidence and her con- 
stancy to the proof. But hereafter ponder on 
my words when the Duchess of Holstein, .the 
AnpresS' c<mBort, or it may be even Cathe- 
rine II., almll bear of Stanislas Poniatofiaki 
nghing in reviewed devotion at the feet of his 



Dgitiz^dbv Google 



320 THB KILL OF 

fitir cousiD Cftlixta, uid Tuita on himself the 
guilt and folly in which he was the first to 
inTolve her " — 

" Calixta ! " interrupted the Count, etill more 
and more astonished by the insight into bis feel- 
ings and engagements betrayed by the yoong 
Princess. " JDeign, Madam, I beseech you to 
e^lain by what mystery my most secret' for* 
tunes are thus laid bore to the ^es of ft 
stranger ? " — 

"Astranger!" iavolimtarily r^terated Ajcinia. 
— "Stanislas — Stanislas! — can it be that you 
have foi^tten the playmate of your child- 
hood; — ^the orphan girl who shared your sports 
and studies at Pulawy 1" 

" Forgotten the little wayward nnrding of 
the Princess,— the idol of the whole household,— 
whom I (a proud boy just escaped from nursing 
restraints) so loved and so tormented 1 — But 
no I " — he continued, interrupting himself -— 
'* Xinieszka was the child of my mother's luns- 
woman, — q Polander, — a country-woman;"— 

" / am the child of your mother's kins- 
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woman,—! too un a Folander, uid your countiy- 
woman," interrupted the Princess. " Bom dur- 
ing mj father's exile of his clandestine mar- 
riage with a daughter of the house of Djalinski, 
oar misfortunes ensured the protection of her 
noble relfttJYe Princess Czartoryska. I drew 
breath, Stanislas, under the roof of your mater- 
nal ancestorB: and tboagh my mother survived 
only to impress upon my yoong mind the rever- 
ence of fond attachment towards th£ir coun- 
try aad her own, — yet (m my father's recal 
from banishment, the tuiguisK of quitting my 
native land obliterated in my girlish mind »U 
triumph in our new dignities. — ^Adopted by the 
Empress, t was commauded U> dismiss every 
recollection of a country connected, accordmg 
to ker interpretation, with th« misfortanes of my 
family ; and long have I dwelt in Russia, as 
in a land of strangers, — ^yearning after the home 
of my childhood." — 

" And till this hour, you have disdained to 
impart this precious secret and recal these touch- 
ing reminiscences ! " — cried Stanislas, seiring her 
p6 
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-hand. " Why — ^vby defi-aod me of the i 
accesaioD of iiapjMiiefls I might, have deriyed 
from your confidence and friendship 1 " — - 

" Yoo have proyed yourgelf unworthy of 
either," replied Axinia withdrawing her h^d. 
" Little can yon imagine with what affectionate 
trust 1 looked forward to year arriyal here ! I, 
whose every thought and- feeling c^tred in 4he 
heloved country of my mother ; I, who had bo 
often stood aloof from the brilliaiit throng in 
the galleries of Peterhoff or the gardens of On> 
nienbaum to repeat aloud, for the soothing of my 
own ear, words of the sweet language of my early 
years ; — judge what was my joy in the prospect 
of reunion with a countryman, a kinsman !-^ 
or my mortiflcatioD when yon presented yonrself 
as the accomplished scholar of the proB^ate Wil- 
liams — of an avowed atheist, — a noted coward, — 
and above all, the traducer of my native country.* 
Talk no more of barbarians or adveliturers, had 



* Sir C. H. WiUiuDt, In his letUn to tbe Hon. Hcary Fox, 
trcBts of " Ssrmschi* " m " •till unciviliwd ;" wid of the 
Folel ra "priBH iarbaronait," 
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been my idle vaunt to Princess Daszkoff, in an- 
swer to the threadbare jests of the court upon 
my country and her sons. Stanislas Pouiato&ki, 
the oSfepring of a Czartoryska, is coming hither 
to vindicate the honour of the countrymen of 
Sobieski !" — 

*' And have I then forfeited your pledge?" 
— inqoired tlie Count in a more subdued tone. 
*' Alas ! why did you not deign to forewarn me 
of the preciooa interest attached to my pro- 
ceedings ? " 

" At our very first meeting," said his &ir 
companion, " the Duchess of Hobstein marked 
you for her own ; and I no longer dared to in- 
terpose a warning voice. I saw her fix the las- 
cin^on of her eyes upon your foce, and trem- 
bled for your safety. Yes ! Stanislas ! — I trem- 
bled: — for I knew not then the changes that time 
had wrought in the companion of my youth, — 
that the lessons of the Uc^itious Williams had 
fallen upon fertile ground, — and that of the two 
Catherine was thie greater dupe." 
" On my life— my foith,' — " 
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*' Pollute -not eitlier hj a vain denial of the 
fact ! " 

" Then why madam, retract even nov your 
hanh opinionB, — on the ere, the accureed eve, of 
my departure T — 

"Yon vere triumphant, and I despised the 
minion (rf the PrinceBs; — ^you are in danger, — 
and my heart yearns anew towards my playmate 
of Pulawy."— 

"My Hfe then is still worthy care and pr&- 
aervation at your hands ?" — 

" It is — it is I — for to you will one day be eoa- 
fided the destinies of my country.' To yoo, it will 
be given to render the judgment seat of Sobiesld 
a tribunal of r^hteousness, whence freedom, and 
civilization to ennoble freedom, may be dispensed 
to the people of Poland ; — and to its nobles, pur- 
Buits worthy of their emulation, and compensa- 
tions great as the deservings of virtue. And yet, 
Stanislas, — when I recal to mind your subjection 
to that Oodless man, — when I think of your 
friendship with Aim — ^your connecticm with her,— 
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your love of oatentatioas pleasures, — tout ener* 
ration of mind and body" — 

" Mi8Jiiik;e me not ! " cried Poniato&ki : 
" should I indeed lire to achieve' the sovereignty 
of n^ native country, (and it is the birthright 
of her nobles to regard that distinction as open 
to the efforts of virtue or valour) I will write 
the name of " Polska " higher among the nations 
of Europe than it was inscribed by the brave 
SoUeski, or the great Casiinir. It has been, — 
why should I deny it t — ^the dream of my ambition 
to elevate the power and equalize the lights of her 
eitizenB ; — to break the chains of her bondsmen, 
and extend and adorn her dominions." — 

" The time may come when I shall recal that 
pnnnise to year mind," cried Axinia, her heart 
swelling as he spoke. " Look to the eky, Stanis- 
las ! — ^ITiere is nothing between us and the omni- 
scient presence of Grod! — He hears you, — your 
words are recorded ! — ^The will whose government 
importe the well-being of a mighty nation cannot 
be of poor account in the sight of Heaven. Trifle 
not, then, with the greatness of your destiny, 
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Re'8%D not your better energies in the enervation 
of a life of pleasure. Avoid the feeble and dis- 
honoored court of Augustus. Study the fortunes 
and records of other nations, — the philosophy of 
their laws, — the balance of their rights ; and 
when indeed the minion of Catherine of Holstein 
shall become sovereign of Poland" — 

A shrill whistle intermpted her apostrophe i 
and the beautiful countenance which, upturned 
in ltd purity towards the pure moonlight, might 
hare personified the inspired loveliness (^ Faith, 
was suddenly transfixed with horror. 

" The garden is surrounded, — they break the 
door!" cried Chedzitn who, boundiiig like a ball 
along the path, was already by her ade. 

" For ^our sake, rather than for mine, I must 
"ot be found here," cried Poniatofeki. "Said 
you not that this wall overhangs the moat of 
the fortress?" — 

" The channel is deep and dangerous," cried 
Axinia, " and guarded by the Holsteiners ! — It » 
too late !" — 

" Nay, nay," cried the dwarf. '* The iron 
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bolts shoot deep into ^e granite door-case ; and 
'tis a task for a catapult to break through the iron- 
Studded oak. We have ample time, Sir Coont !" 
he continned leaping on the stoae bench. " Be 
pleased to make your first step upon the shoulders 
of the eaves-dropping miscreant. Far better 
hazard breaking your neck to reacljt the puupet,' 
or drowning by a plunge into the moat, than brave 
the wrath of her highness the Duchess, or his 
lowness the Duke. Up! — mount! — ^begone! — there 
IB life and death in delay." — 

" I go," — Baid Poniatotski, seizing the trem- 
bling hands of Axinia, and pressiag them to his 
heart. " Will you not breathe one kinder word 
of forewell ? " — 

" Heaven's blessings and guardianship be upon 
you; — and for our counti-y's sake — think upon 
the words of Axinia!" faltered the young Prin- 
cess, — 

" St. Vladimir send you understanding," cried 
Chedzim, stamping on the stone bench. " Is this 
a time to be bandying sentiment, when lever and 
42 
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And juiUaiy, in waiting?" 

The jangling of Poniato&ki'e acooatrement* 
drowned the remainder of his harangue : while 
lightly springing from his shoolders, the Count 
cautiously and laboriooaly ascended the wall. 

" A caique is moored to the stomp of a willow 
at the extremity of the bastion !" cried the dwarf, 
when looking up, he saw the Count overstep the 
coping of the parapet. " I have lued it myself, 
before now, on a mooo-li^t night, without ob- 
stracti<m from guard or battery.'' 

" Hush r cried Axinia, listening in motionless 
horror for the plash of water caused by the 
Count's descent; "Be still, listen! — listen 1" — 

But her caution was unavailing! — At that 
moment, the voice of Chedztm, and the farther 
movements (^ the fugitive, were drowiwd io a 
sudden crash, announcing that the intruders had 
forced a violent entry ; and in an instant, tome 
eight or a dozen soldiers, bearing torches and 
headed by die Captun of the G^rd, proceeded 
to search the garden, — pricking with sword and 
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tbayooet the Blmibs aad thickets; but for irhich 
manifestatioa of their zeal, it ia probable that the 
terrified C^iedzim might have sought refiige among 
the bughea from their investigatioD. Axinia, on 
the contrary, advanced with dignified self-poB8e»- 
sion towards the dial, with a view of attracting 
their attention. 

" What means thu ontrage, C^tain Miro- 
yitxi" — ehe inquired of the young officer, by whom 
she was sarreyed with a anile of eigntficant ez- 
presBioD. " Whom did yoa.^)ect to find in a spat 
dedicated exclusiTely to their Highii«Bie@' plefr' 
rare, that yon make this violent islweak 'i — If it 
be myself oS whom yoa are in search, surely it 
had been easier to reach the garden through the - 
colonnade, — the conaerratory,— the paviUon, — the 
gallery leading from the ball-room, — all which 
I left open on my way hither from the palace. 

" It was not yourself. Madam, whom her 
Imperial Highness commifisicHied me to seek ; or 
I should not have presumed to bring my meq 
with loaded arms into the presence of the FriU' 
cess Solgonicki. I knew not, indeed, that thQ 
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Isdiefl of the household were r&eh or heroic 
Kiough to hazard themeelres in thie loaely place 
at the dead of night, with no better temptation 
than a gleam of chilly moon-light, or more effi- 
cient protection than a thing like this." And 
fixing the point of the sword into the goi^eous 
sash of the dwarf, the yonng officer swui^ him 
forward, regardless of a dight shriek indicfttiTe 
of phyncal agony, 

"The ladies of the household conceive no 
grounds for alarm within the precuicts of a 
palace so carefully guarded as that of Oranien- 
baum. Another time, however, I will be carefiil 
to apprize the Marshal of the household of my 
choice of lime and place for exercise, lest i^ain 
I cause needless alarm and trouble to the officer 
oa duty." 

With a formal curtsey of acknowledgment, 
and affecting a degree of self-possession belied 
by the paleness of her cheek, and the intonation 
of her voice, Axinia was about to proceed towards 
the conservatory, through which she purposed 
returning to the palace; when Mirovitz, startled 
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by her assumed dignity into the tone of respect 
vith which he was accustomed to treat a lady 
of 8uch honour and distinction, stepped forward 
to interrupt her. 

"Your excellency must pardon me!" said 
he, firmly. " I have her Highness's commands 
to conduct, under guard of arrest to her presence, 
the individual or individuals found lurking in the 
palace gardens. The pavilion door is reserved, 
for the use of the Duke and Duchess. You will 
be pleased to accompany me through the gardens 
towards the grand entrance." 

"Lurking?"' — reiterated Axinia, somewhat 
touched hy the insinuation. " Return, Sir, to the 
palace ; and say that you found only the Princess 
Dolgorucki, attended hy a pt^ of the household, 
enjoying the summer atmosphere." 

" Is it to her Excellency, or to the pt^ of the 
household, 1 am to restore this pelisse?" — ^inquired 
Mirovitz, pointing to that which Poniatofski had 
cast off, to enable him to ascoid the wall ; and 
which was at this moment discovered and brought 
forward by one of the guards. " By our lady 
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of Casan ! 'tia yet wanjn ; — the wearer cannot be 
fer distant." — 

"Take it, Chedzim," Baid Axinia, recorering 
the presence of mind iVom which she had been 
for a moment startled, and eager to prevent far- 
ther investigation. " Lead oc, Sir, to the paiace. 
I follow yoQ. — All further explanations must be 
made to the Grand Duchess." 
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